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Personalized Weddings
by Tracy Ouellette
EDITOR

edding trends come and go, but
generally, they reflect what’s
popular during that given year.
With the COVID-19 pandemic
putting a crimp on big parties
and events for the last two years, bridal
couples have gotten creative when tying
the knot.
Wedding planner Sara Sekeres, who
works at Graceful Events in Lake Geneva,
said the big trend right now for couples is
to personalize their wedding and make it
memorable.
“I’ve been in the industry for move
than 20 years and the desire to make it
their own and find unique, creative ways
to do that is what most brides and grooms
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are looking for,” she said.
Because of the pandemic, Sekeres said
what they are seeing right now is a lot
of couples who actually got married in a
small ceremony or eloped who are now
looking at having a reception to celebrate
with family and friends.
“That’s one of the overall trends we’ve
seen in the last two years,” she said. “They
go married and then planned a reception
for when it was safe.”
While safe is a relative term in the
middle of a pandemic, Sekeres said
couples have gotten creative with their
events.
“For a while there, there were limits on
how big of an event you could have, so
many couples put off their reception,” she
said. “When things started to pick up again
and we started seeing receptions that were
a pretty good size last year, they were still
trying to make it as safe as possible.
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Sekeres noted that
outdoor
events with tents were popular and smaller
gatherings.
“We did a lot outside and smaller
weddings at private homes,” she said.
“With that came a lot of really detailed
personalization.”
Sekeres said couples right now want
their wedding to represent who they are
more than ever before.
“We saw a lot of fun things,” she said.
“Board games and other entertainment that
everyone could participate in. Memory
tables with really personalized items.
Personalized touches like having part of
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Tiffany Flitcroft gets ready for her June
6, 2021, wedding with the help of her
bridesmaids. Flitcroft’s wedding planner was
Graceful Events in Lake Geneva.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JANET D PHOTOGRAPHY Bridal Guide
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PERSONALIZED WEDDINGS

Mom’s wedding dress sew into
theirs or wearing Grandma’s
necklace. Brides really wanted
to bring past traditions into
their wedding but add their own
personal vibe to it.
“They put a lot of thought and
detail into their wedding,” Sekeres
continued. “From warm, cozy
seating areas to signature drinks
to cigar bars, whatever creates
the ambiance they want. And
their entertainment choices and
music vary widely, also reflecting
the couple’s likes. They’re still
booking bands and DJs but I’ve
seen things like performing
waiters, Mariachi bands, Irish
dances, Scottish bagpipers …
They really go all out.”
Sekeres said unique, historic
venues were also popular last year
and continue to be.
“Couples want places that
have character,” she said. “Yerkes
Observatory, museums, barn
wedding are all in. Some of the
area’s mansions too, anywhere the
couple felt a connection with and
could personalize.”
Sekeres attributed the desire to
make weddings more approachable
and personal to the stress of the last

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

two years and the uncertainty of
what the future holds.
“I think they’re doing what they
can to take a little control back
from all,” she said. “I think bride
and grooms and families alike
have been so stressed out over the
last two years that they just threw
up their hands and said, ‘Let’s
have fun.’”

Trends to look out for
Other 2022 wedding trends
Sekeres said they are seeing is a
“Bridgerton Blue” color scheme, a
nod to the popular Neflix series set
in Regency-era London.
“We’re also seeing a lot of
garden-themed weddings for
spring and summer to go along
with that feel,” Sekeres said. “Fall
is looking to be full of glamor and
rich color with rust and gold along
with neutrals and blushes.”
Graceful Events in Lake
Geneva has a team of event
planners who can help plan
weddings, engagement parties,
birthday celebrations, wedding and
baby showers, anniversary parties,
corporate anniversaries and more.
For more information, visit
www.gracefulevents.net.

Zach and Tiffany Flitcroft were married at Maxwell Mansion,
a boutique hotel and event venue in Lake Geneva.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JANET D PHOTOGRAPHY Bridal Guide

The Lake Area’s Premier Wedding Facility

Evergreen Room - Evergreen Pavilion - Evergreen Country Club

Evergreen features exclusive wedding & banquet facilities for up to 250,
an outdoor wedding area with waterfall backdrop, the outdoor
Evergreen Pavilion and a wedding coordinator to assist you every step of the way.
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by Jennifer Eisenbart

saying ‘yes’

STAFF WRITER

customers walk into the second-floor
space of Bon Bon Belle Bridal in
downtown Burlington, they can’t
help but notice the open space, the
abundant lighting – and the wall
of wedding dressings for sale.
“We pride ourselves on really finding
quality dresses,” general manager Lindsay
Webster said, in her second year in the
job. “It’s the most important garment that
someone ever buys, really.”
Webster said she joined the staff
after having her own wedding at The
Merchantile.
“I said, ‘I want to be a part of that
family,’” said Webster. “Two weeks after
my wedding, I started.”
Located at 425 N. Pine St. #202,
Burlington – on the second floor of The
Merchantile building – Bon Bon Belle
has evolved over the years. Originally
Christy’s Bridal in a small store at 489
Milwaukee Ave., the store transitioned to
The Merchantile space in August of 2017
after the former Schuette Daniel’s furniture
store burned. Shad Branen bought the
space and turned it into a wedding venue.
“Our business skyrocketed,” Webster
said about the move. “We wanted more
of that downtown loft kind of feel. We’re

top: Bon Bon Belle Bridal, at 425 N. Pine
St. #202 in Burlington, takes advantage of
a second floor, loft-style space with natural
lighting so brides can enjoy searching for
what general manager Lindsay Webster calls
“the most important garment someone ever
buys.” above: The Bon Bon Belle Bridal
“Bubbly Bar” is a new addition, where bridesto-be can celebrate selecting their dress
with a champagne toast – or a non-alcoholic
alternative.
JENNIFER EISENBART Bridal Guide

finding that more bridges want that
experience.”
The wide-open space on the second
floor has six different dressing rooms,
including ones with doors for those
who want a more private and intimate
experience. There are even two side-byside spaces, which can and have been used
for same-sex couples to purchase dresses
without seeing what the other is wearing.
“We have them both going at the same
time,” Webster said. “We can see them, but
they can’t see each other.”
The store is inclusive in other ways.
Dresses range from petite size 2 all the
way to plus-size 34. Most dresses can be
ordered in any size, and Webster suggests
starting to shop for a gown nine months
ahead of the wedding. A gown can take 3-4
months to come in.
The store does not handle alterations in
store, but suggests a two-month window to
allow for them to be done.
“Our motto is, ‘everyone fits here,’”
Webster said, who added that she had
some trouble finding a plus-size dress for
herself for her wedding. “It was a big thing
for me when I started, that we had that
inclusivity.”
And the options are there. Trends with
dresses vary, as Webster explained.
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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SAYING YES
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“It definitely goes in waves,” she said. “Show off as much as
possible ... and then everybody wants more of a flowy, boho look.
You get the people who want to be more trendy, and then the
people who want to be more relaxed.”
The store has several lines that it trusts – so much so that
Webster said they are really not being affected by supply chain
issues. Among those is Essence Designs, which has several
umbrella brands under them – and Bon Bon Belle carries all of
them.
Most of the stores operate out of the United States, but the
dresses are sewn in other countries to reduce the cost of labor.
The price points on the dress vary, ranging from $1,500 to just
under $4,000. There are also trunk sales and the store’s semiannual blowout sales to help brides who are on a budget.
If the bride says yes to a dress from the store, she gets a free
gift and a champagne toast at Bon Bon Belle’s new “Bubbly
Bar.” There are non-alcoholic options available for those who
don’t want champagne. There are no service fees or cancellations
for appointments during regular hours, and private bookings are
available for a fee.
With weddings now coming pretty much year round – it’s more
than just May to September, Webster explained – the goal is to
cater to everyone’s diverse needs.
“I get to help brides find the dress they’re going to say ‘yes’
in,” Webster said. “Your ordinary day is someone’s extraordinary
day. I love that we get to be a part of that.”
For more information on the store, call 262-767-8850.
Bon Bon Belle Bridal has a special area where brides can celebrate
picking their dress for their special day.
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the Planning

Area wedding vendors
are ready to create
memorable events
Couples planning their weddings in the
area don’t have to look far for picturesque
venues and top-notch vendors to meet their
every need.
The Southern Lakes area offers a wealth
of choices for weddings – from intimate to
epic. Whether it’s an outdoor setting or an
indoor event for 300, the area offers some
of the best venues and services that will
leave a lasting memory long after the “I
dos” are uttered.
Read on for a closer look at a sampling
of wedding vendors in the area:

a hill across the street from the lakefront
ceremony platform, will hold up to 200
guests and has a dance floor for the
reception.
The elegant wooden bar, built
specifically for this room covers an
entire wall and adds to the ambience of
the room. With its long bar, it will easily
accommodate those ordering drinks.
Depending on the size of the event, it
may be held at the waterfront in the white
tent or in the ballroom. For smaller events
the Yacht Club dining room may be just
the right size.
Abbey Springs is at 1 Country Club
ABBEY SPRINGS
Lane in Fontana. Reach them by telephone
While there are several amenities that
draw couples to Abbey Springs to celebrate at 262-275-6113 or visit abbeysprings.org
for a preview of the facility.
their wedding, it is the lakefront wedding
space that entices many.
EVERGREEN GOLF CLUB
Being part of a golf course community
Evergreen Golf Club, just north of
the grounds are impeccably groomed.
Elkhorn on Highway 12, has the amenities
The grass is green and weed free while
decorative flowers, bushes and trees add to for the perfect wedding.
The main clubhouse is set on a
the beauty and serenity of the space.
beautifully landscaped hill
The main clubhouse banquet room, on

VENUES

surrounded by manicured lawns and
plantings of perennial flowers and prairie
grasses. Entering the reception area of the
building, the view into the main banquet
room reveals a spacious room with 15foot ceilings and beautiful chandeliers. It
is reminiscent of Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Prairie style.
Many wedding ceremonies are held
on the stone patio against a background
of lush landscaping and a gently flowing
waterfall. An indoor ceremony can be
held right in front of the windows, taking
advantage of the landscaping in the
background.
The reception room can hold up to 290,
Evergreen offers both plated and buffet
dining options.
Appetizers can be ordered to be butlerpassed or to have stationary platters.
Many of the butler-passed items are hot
appetizers while the stationary platters
include cheeses, vegetables, dips and
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

The Staller Estate Winery provides a perfect setting for a summer afternoon event. In addition to weddings,
the venue is available to host showers, bachelorette parties and other events.
COURTESY OF STALLER ESTATE WINERY Bridal Guide
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• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

bruschetta.
Evergreen Golf Club is at N6246
Highway 12, three miles north of
Elkhorn. The telephone number is (262)
723-5722 or visit their website www.
evergreengolfclub.com.
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LAKESHORE ROOM AT
CHUCK’S IN FONTANA

Specializing in rehearsal dinners,
birthdays, anniversaries, reunions, golf
dinners, corporate dinners, and business
or club meetings the Lakeshore Room
offers the perfect solution for small to
medium size gatherings. The room, which
overlooks Geneva Lake from the second
story, is ideal for groups up to 60 and can
accommodate as many as 75 guests for a
cocktail reception.
Chuck’s offers several configurations
for table service and buffet options. It
also offers flexibility to allow couples

customize the event to personal personal
taste and budget. Outside catering lets
couples choose from a wide variety of
menu plans and price ranges. A list of
recommended local caterers is provided.
The Lakeshore Room is equipped
with a digital music system and a large
flat screen TV for viewing of videos. The
room rate includes white linen tablecloths
and pillar candles with hurricane shades.
Guests are also welcome to bring in their
own decorations for a personal touch.
The Lakeshore Room at Chuck’s is at
352 Lake St., Fontana. Call 262-903-4432
for booking information.

COURTESY OF HAWKS VIEW Bridal Guide
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Because it is situated on such a vast,
scenic landscape, Hawk’s View Golf
Course serves as a picturesque spot for
wedding ceremonies and receptions.
Among the amenities offered at the
facility are:
• Picturesque overlook
• Terrace Garden for covered outdoor
ceremony
• Indoor ballroom with a view of the
grounds and golf course during your
reception
• Customizable menu
• Shuttle bus for the wedding party and
guests’ convenience
• Bridal Suite included – It’s the perfect
place to get ready on-site
• Experienced on-site wedding
consultant
One of Hawk’s View’s popular
amenities is a 15-passenger shuttle bus
that is available to transport guests for
weddings and other functions.
Hawk’s View Golf Club is located at
7377 Krueger Road, Lake Geneva.
For more details, visit Hawk’s View’s
website at www.hawksviewgolfclub.com or
call (262) 348-9900.

COURTESY OF ABBEY SPRINGS Bridal Guide

HAWK’S VIEW

top: For a truly elegant wedding table, this setting at Abbey Springs featuring gold-rimmed charger plates and wine and water glasses is the
perfect choice. The tall, tapered candles and floral centerpieces complete the elegant look. above: Hawk’s View offers a variety of wedding
venue options including this pavilion that overlooks the well-manicured grounds.

COURTESY OF SOPHISTICATERING Bridal Guide

above: This attractive buffet table prepared by Sophisticatering features fresh, organic
vegetables and creates a colorful display at an outdoor wedding. right: Salads such as these
prepared by Stowell’s Catering bring and explosion of color and flavor to the buffet table.

If you are looking for a special place to
hold a bridal shower, bachelorette party
or a small wedding overlooking rows of
grape vines in the Wisconsin countryside,
the quaint and rustic vistas of Staller
Estate Winery may be the location of your
dreams.
Staller Estate is a small winery owned
by Joe and Wendy Staller along Highway
A in Delavan. The winery was started by
the Staller family more than 10 years ago
and has grown to become a special place
to hold a special event.
The large sunroom and attached
gazebo provide the perfect place to hold a
bachelorette party or a wedding for up to
120 people. These can also be held outside
among the grape vines for a real outdoor
vineyard experience.
Couples may choose an outdoor wine
and appetizer reception or one served
in the gazebo. For a more formal meal,
the bridal party may choose their own
caterer or be referred to the Black Sheep
Restaurant where Chef Tyler Salisbery
will arrange the perfect meal for you and
your guests.
Staller Estate Winery is at W8896
Highway A, Delavan. Contact them at 608883-2100 or visit www.stallerestate.com

CATERERS
STOWELL’S CATERING

While Stowell’s Catering offers a very
large menu, they will work with couples to
put together a menu that is unique to them.
If there is a special request, they will do
their best to provide it.
Among the meats offered in their

packages are beef tips with mushrooms
and onions, roast or barbecue beef, ham,
meatballs, chicken prepared in a variety
of ways, turkey and polish sausage with
kraut. Their basic package provides two
meats and six sides for the buffet dinner
but additional sides or meats can be
added along with hors d’oeuvres for an
additional charge.
With more than 40 salads, 10 potato
choices and numerous appetizers, along
with a variety of entrees, it would be hard
not to find preferred foods on the menu.
All of the items are made fresh onsite at
Stowell’s kitchen.
Stowell’s is at W1127 Spring Prairie
Rd., Burlington. Visit Stowellscatering.
com or call for more information at 262763-8316.

GINO’S EAST

Known for it’s Chicago-style pizza
and array of Italian foods, Gino’s East of
Lake Geneva offers perfect solutions for
rehearsal dinners, wedding day lunches
and late-night pizza parties at the tail end
of a reception.
Gino’s also offers a private banquet
room with space for up to 60 people to
accommodate rehearsal dinners, bachelor/
bachelorette parties and other gatherings.
The restaurant caters to a variety of
venues in the Lake Geneva area, but it’s
facility offers a lake view in the heart of
the city.
Gino’s East is at 300 Wrigley Dr., Lake
Geneva. Contact them at 262-248-2525 or
visit ginoseastlakegeneva.com.

SOPHISTICATERING

Sophisticatering has been providing
catered meals not only for weddings, but

COURTESY OF STOWELL’S Bridal Guide

also for anniversaries, family reunions, and
business meetings for nearly years. They
are known for their high quality, healthy,
organic meals where everything is made
from scratch.
When Matt and Annette Flynn opened
Sophisticatering in 1992, they came into
the business with a different business plan.
They planned to serve only fresh foods that
would be produced from quality green and
organic ingredients – a plan that they have
followed for all these years.
The first step is to have the couple
come in for a consultation to discuss food
choices, style of serving and number of
guests. Annette will work with the couple
to choose a menu that will meet their style
and budget.
With the popularity of barn weddings,
many couples also often choose a barbecue
for their dinner. Sophisticatering has
a large smoker and grill, which can be
transported by truck to the venue site.
Thus, everything is cooked to perfection
right on site and gives the feeling of an
open-air barbecue as the aroma of the
smoking meats permeate the grounds.
For the more traditional style wedding
meal, entrees of chicken, beef, pork or
fish can be prepared in a variety of ways.
Ethnic preparations are also available. The
food may be prepared on site depending
on the venue’s kitchen or cooked at
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Sophisticatering’s professional kitchen and
transported via their heated truck to the site.
Sophisticatering is at 8048 Sheridan
Road, Kenosha. Call 262-620-3663
or visit sophisticatering.com for more
information about their services.

BEVERAGES
THE BOTTLE SHOP

The Bottle Shop features an event room
to accommodate showers and rehearsal
dinners.
It also includes a wine bar, offers
regular wine tasting events and periodic
live entertainment.
Couples are encouraged to book
a guided wine tour as they set out to
select the appropriate drinks for their
wedding.
The Bottle Shop is at 617 W. Main
St., Lake Geneva. For additional
information, call 262-348-9463 or visit
thebottleshoplakegeneva.com.

HAIR AND MAKEUP
RAU SALON

Rau Salon has been caring for hair
for the past 15 years. The salon is a fullservice stop offering the latest in hair care,

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

professional makeup applications, and
nail care. The salon has multiple stylists
available to provide services for an entire
wedding party.
At Rau Salon, high-quality professional
makeup is used to help the members of
the wedding party look fresh throughout
the long day. Manicures and pedicures
are usually scheduled the day before the
wedding.
The salon can service up to 15
members of the bridal party at one time.
To add to the fun, the bridal party may
bring in snacks and beverages, such as
mimosas, to enjoy during their services.
The salon will set up a table for the
snacks.
Rau Salon is at 316 N. Lake Avenue,
#A, Twin Lakes, 262-877-2188. Visit their
website rausalon.com.

JEWELRY
THE JEWELRY CENTER

The Jewelry Center in Burlington
offers a full selection of wedding and
engagement rings – including custom
engagement rings and the largest selection
of wedding bands in the area.
The store touts more than 300 years
combined customer-service experience in
the jewelry industry and has been voted

as “Milwaukee’s Top Jewelry Store” by
the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel and the
public for four consecutive years.
The Jewelry Center carries a variety
of brands including LeVian, Swarovski,
Pandora, Alex and Ani, Citizen, Movado,
Lafonn, Triton and Lashbrook.
The Jewelry Center’s Burlington
store is at 348 N. Pine St. For more
information, visit shoptjc.com or call
262-763-8685.

OTHER SERVICES
PAT’S SERVICES

If you’re planning an outdoor reception,
providing needed comfort for your guests
in a must.
Pat’s Services offers the portable
restrooms and washing stations your
guests deserve at a wedding or other
special event at an outdoor location.
Pat’s Services is at 38331 60th St.,
Burlington. Call 262-534-4988 or visit
patsservice.com.

N

Catering

for all occasions
Rehearsal dinnersGreat catering menu
Private space up to 80 people or up to
60 people in bar area (if available)
Chuck's Lakeshore Inn, The Riviera,
Lake Geneva Cruise Line, Horticultural
Hall and many other local venues.
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Late Night Pizza and Wedding Day
Lunch delivery

262.248.2525

Incredible lake views

GINOSEASTLAKEGENEVA.COM
300 Wrigley Drive
100 yards east of Riviera Docks, Lake Geneva WI 53147

415318
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DELIVERY OR PICK UP

Explore various wedding styles during planning
Every wedding is different,
even if many share some
common components. As
couples plan their weddings,
learning about some popular
wedding styles can help them
create a ceremony that suits
them.

crave contemporary and
current trends may prefer a
modern wedding. Graphic
color schemes, clean lines and
minimalistic flowers might
be part of a modern wedding.
Attire may be angular and
edgy, and the venue may run
the gamut from sleek museum
to a city rooftop.

flowing and the traditions of
classic weddings may not be
part of the celebration.

Beach wedding
Beach weddings often
are casual, laid back affairs.
Dresses may be less structured
and flow with sea breezes,
while guys may even don
shorts with linen shirts or
jackets. Guests can expect the
party to be much more free-

Bohemian wedding
Free-spirited individuals
may dive head first into a
bohemian style wedding.
According to wedding planner
David Tutera, a boho wedding
is casual and comfortable.
It tends to come off chic
but appears that way with

YOUR WEDDING
TIMELINE GUIDE

Wedding planning involves many
movable pieces that ultimately need to
come together on the big day. Planning is
typically a months-long process. Here’s a
timeline to help with the planning.

12 MONTHS OUT
At the start of the planning process,
establish your budget, hire a wedding
planner (optional), choose the wedding
party, pick a date, and start to assemble a
cursory guest list.
11 MONTHS OUT
Now is the time to get a firm handle on
the theme and scope of the wedding. Start
picking wedding colors and overall design.
Also, interview and hire vendors, such as
photographers, bands and videographers.
10 MONTHS OUT
This is a good time to start shopping

minimal effort. Decor is
typically humble and blends
harmoniously with nature. A
boho wedding may take place
outdoors or in another less
traditional venue, such as a
farmhouse or botanical garden.
Wedding party attire may be
mismatched and showcase
each person’s individual style.
Modern wedding
Brides and grooms who

for a wedding gown because it might take
some trial and error to find the perfect
dress. You also can start shopping for
wedding party attire at this time.
8 MONTHS OUT
Reception halls may have their own
schedules, but you should think about
setting your menu at this time, including
deciding if you will host a seated dinner, a
buffet or something else.
Eight months out also is a good time to
finalize the guest list and send save-thedate cards.
6 MONTHS OUT
Meet with potential florists and other
vendors, like transportation companies and
hotels, to secure these arrangements. Your
place of worship also may require certain
classes or preparatory meetings, so be sure
to inquire about these.
Meet with a makeup and hair stylist and
book a trial. Choose attire for groomsmen
and give them a deadline for fittings and
orders. If you will not be getting married in

Destination wedding
Couples who love to
travel and don’t want to
worry about the minutiae of
wedding planning may find a
destination wedding is a good
fit. Destination weddings last
more than one day and focus
on relaxation, activities and lots
of fun. Destination weddings
tend to be less formal and
less traditional than classic
weddings. Due to the remote
locations, destination weddings
also can be smaller and more
intimate, as many invitees
may be unable to attend. Yet
those who can attend often
get to enjoy tropical islands or
mountain retreats.
Wedding styles are as unique
as the people getting married.
Choosing a theme that has the
right feeling can help couples
make the most of their special
(METRO CREATIVE)
days.

a place of worship, hire an officiant at this
time.
4 MONTHS OUT
Grooms traditionally arrange the
honeymoon, so this is a fine time to get
those travel plans in order. Book cake
tastings and order the cake if it is not part
of the venue food and beverage package.
2 MONTHS OUT
Secure your wedding license and buy
wedding party gifts. Address and mail the
wedding invitations. Undergo a second
gown fitting and work with the seamstress
for the final fitting date just before the
wedding. Finalize any song selections with
the DJ or band.
The final details will occur in the last
weeks before the wedding. Buy all the
small accessories and items, undergo final
fittings and check in with all vendors for
final payments and to ensure they are on
schedule. Notify the reception hall of the
final guest count.
(METRO CREATIVE)
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Classic wedding
Classic weddings are the
storybook traditional weddings
that many people dream about
for years. Key elements include
a tuxedo for the groom and
a white gown for the bride.
Formal attire is reserved for
the rest of the wedding party.
The ceremony is conducted
in a place of worship before
everyone retires to a fancy
catering hall for the reception.
Traditional weddings also
may include the time-honored
customs like toasts, cake
cutting, bouquet toss, and
parent-child dances.
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BUDGET
WORKSHEET
Total Wedding Budget:
$______________
CEREMONY
Location fee
Officiant fee
Marriage license
Rings
Pillow
TOTAL CEREMONY:
RECEPTION
Reception site
Food
Drinks
Rentals
Cake
Favors
TOTAL RECEPTION:
MUSIC
Musicians
Band/DJ
Extra musicians
TOTAL MUSIC:

TRANSPORTATION

$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______

?
t
s
o
c
g
n
i
d
d
e
w

WHAT
WILL YOUR

Limousines

$_______

Buses/transport
for guests

$_______

TOTAL
TRANSPORTATION:

$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______

$_______

FLOWERS
Ceremony

$_______

Bride’s bouquet

$_______

Bridesmaids’
bouquets

$_______

Corsages and
boutonnieres

$_______

Reception

$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______

centerpieces

$_______

Flower girl basket

$_______

TOTAL FLOWERS:

$_______

A beautiful outdoor wedding A beautiful outdoor wedding
TakeTake
a stroll
downdown
paths
and discover
the the
venue
with aoutdoor
breathtaking
viewvenue
a stroll
the paths
and discover
A beautiful
wedding
with
athebreathtaking
view

wonder and beauty of the magnificent gardens.
outdoor
wedding
No matter
whenwhen
you
visit,
you will
a beautiful
venue withAa beautiful
breathtaking view
No matter
you visit,
you find
will find
a beautiful
and peaceful experience; a place where you can take a
wonder and beauty of the magnificent gardens.

Take a stroll down
the paths
venue with a breathtaking
view
and discover the wonder and
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and peaceful experience; a place where you can take a
deepdeep
breath
and realize
that that
this earth
is truly
glorius.
breath
and realize
this earth
is truly
glorius.
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beauty of the
magnificent gardens.
No matter when you visit,
you will find a beautiful and
peaceful experience; a place
where you can take a deep
breath and realize that this
earth is truly glorious.

ATTIRE
Gown
Headpiece/veil
Undergarments/
hosiery
Shoes
Accessories
Jewelry
Makeup
Hair
Tuxedo
Shoes
Cuff links
Men’s grooming
TOTAL ATTIRE:

PHOTOGRAPHY
Photographer’s fee
Videographer’s fee
TOTAL
PHOTOGRAPHY:

$_______
$_______

$______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

STATIONERY
Invitations
Postage
Thank-you cards
TOTAL STATIONERY:

$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______

GIFTS
Wedding party
Parents
Other
TOTAL GIFTS:

$_______
$_______
$_______
$_______

HONEYMOON
Accommodations
Food
TOTAL
HONEYMOON:

$_______
$_______
$_______

$_______

Planning an
Outdoor Reception?
We’ll provide the comfort and reassurance your guests deserve!
 Portable Restroom
& Sink Rental for
Any Occasion

 Holding Tank Pumping
 Septic Tank Cleaning
 Prompt, Professional Service

For information on tours, events,
programs,
volunteering
and
For information
on tours,
events,
programs,
For information
on tours,
events,
programs,
volunteering
and
donating
visit
congdongardens.org.
donating visit congdongardens.org
volunteering and donating visit congdongardens.org.
• INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS •
congdongardens3@gmail.com

 INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS 
Contact the City of Delavan Parks Department

262-728-5585
• congdongardens.org
1424
Hobbs Drive,
Delavan, WI

 INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS 
& I-43
 INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS  Contact the City of Delavan Parks Department
1424 Hobbs
Drive,
WI
Northwest
corner
ofDelavan,
Hwy. 50
Northwest corner of Hwy 50 & I-43

Contact the City of Delavan Parks Department
262-728-5585 • congdongardens.org
1424 Hobbs Drive, Delavan, WI
Northwest corner of Hwy 50 & I-43

262-728-5585 • congdongardens.org393363
1424 Hobbs Drive, Delavan, WI
Northwest corner of Hwy 50 & I-43

38331 60th St., Burlington, Wis.
Call (262)

537-4988

415430

Just the right SIZE
The Upper Room at Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn is great for small events
by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

Located on the west shore of Geneva
Lake in Fontana, away from the busy hustle
and bustle of downtown Lake Geneva, The
Upper Room at Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn
offers a special place to hold a small-tomedium private event.
While Fontana is still a vibrant Geneva
Lake community it does not have the busy
downtown area of the larger Lake Geneva
and focuses more on the lake activities than
on the busy shopping area.
“Since 2005 we have provided the
Upper Room of Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn for
private events including wedding rehearsal
dinners, corporate events and family parties.
Wedding rehearsal dinners are the most
popular although some smaller weddings
have held their receptions here and have
enjoyed the beautiful location,” said Julie
Ieronimo, manager of the venue.

All about the view

The Upper Room is a beautiful space for
a private event. It offers an unobstructed
seven-mile view of Geneva Lake that is a
spectacular sight on a sunny day. And the
lakefront is the perfect backdrop for those
special photographs to commemorate the
event that is being celebrated.
The space holds up to a maximum of
75 guests depending on the configuration
of tables and chairs. The room is open to
a variety of floor plans offering the lake
view to most seated guests. The floor plan
is easily customized for any event and the
Upper Room’s staff is always ready to work
with the customer to be certain that the final
look is just what is desired.
“Occasionally couples will marry on a
boat or in the gazebo in the adjoining park
before coming to the Upper Room for their
reception,” said Ieronimo.
While many are familiar with Chuck’s
Lakeshore Inn as a comfortable bar and
grill where residents and visitors gather –
especially on warm summer days – to enjoy
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

top: The Upper Room at Chuck’s Lakeshore
Inn offers a beautiful view of Geneva Lake for
guests to enjoy. right: Occupying the entire
second floor of Chuck’s, the room has
a different vibe and look and is suitable to
hold smaller, private group events.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE UPPER ROOM Bridal Guide
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The place for private events

13

UPPER ROOM

a cold beverage and a choice
from their fine selection of
food, they may not be aware
of the beautiful upstairs room
which may be booked for a
private event.
Ieronimo described the look
of the room as clean and simple.
The lower walls are covered
with wainscoting stained in a
natural wood tone. The upper
walls are covered with shiplap
in a light gray tone, while the
ceiling is covered with light
wood planks. Historical photos
line the upper portion of the
walls sharing the history of both
the building and Fontana.
The Upper Room is light and
cheery in part from the large
windows, which cover two
walls, giving a 180-degree view
of the lake and the shoreline.
The room is air conditioned, but
on cool afternoons or on balmy
evenings, the guests sometimes
prefer to turn the air off and
enjoy the lake breeze.
A full-service bar is located
in the center of the room and
it often becomes a favorite
gathering place during an event.

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Since it is in the center it does
not block the tables and allows
guests not gathering at the bar,
to move about freely and to
enjoy the view.
The room including tables,
chairs, linens, and the bartender
are included in the rental fee.
The space is rented on a threehour basis. More blocks of time
can be added for an additional
fee.
Ieronimo and her staff are
flexible to make certain that the
visions of the customers work
well in the room and convey the
feeling they wish to achieve.
Decorations may be brought
in to customize the look,
whether it is a rehearsal dinner,
a wedding, a bridal or baby
shower, a family reunion, an
anniversary, corporate event,
or a celebration of life, it is
important that the venue shares
the vision expected by the
hosts.
“Many of our customers
often return to hold events
here. A rehearsal dinner or
small wedding or anniversary
event may be held here because

Fresh and Natural Catering

(http://www.sophisticatering.com)
Welcome to Sophisticatering! We are a family owned
and operated, full service catering company out of
Kenosha, Wisconsin!

Weddings • Social Events • Corporate Events
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The tables can be arranged in a variety of ways
depending on the size of the group. This banquet style
allows half of the group to enjoy the lake view.
266620
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Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Whitewater
Travel Service
Serving the community since 1972
We specialize in destination
weddings &
PACKAGES

138 W. Center St., Whitewater, WI 53190

(262) 473-5055
info@whitewatertravel.com

342229

We Imprint
Customer
Supplied
Stock

Printing and Thermography
New Technology:
Digital White Ink & Toner Based Foils
Wedding Invitations and Accessories
9220 Six Mile Road, (Hwy. 38)
Caledonia, WI 53108 • (262) 835-0020
www.schnabelprinting.com

415317

BRIDAL GUIDE - SPRING 2022

8048 Sheridan Road
Kenosha, WI 53143
t: 1-262-620-3663
e: info@sophisticatering.com

Catering
options offered

Outside caterers provide
the food for events held in the
Upper Room. Ieronimo has a
list of preferred caterers that
customers can choose from. The
room, depending on the number
of guests, can be arranged to
include a buffet style meal
or a sit-down plated dinner.
According to Ieronimo, guests
are always pleased with their
preferred vendors and the food
is always beautifully presented
and tasty.
Because of the Upper
Room’s location on the
lakefront, it is not unusual
to see couples arriving for
their rehearsal dinner with
their entire bridal party by
boat. Others choose a more
conventional way to arrive,
by bus, automobile or even
walking along the shore path.
Reservations for events
at the Upper Room must be
made well in advance to secure
popular dates.
“The sooner you know when
you would like to hold your
event, is the best time to contact
us to make your reservation.
Dates and times, especially
during the popular weekends of
summer become booked early,”
said Ieronimo. “We already
have dates in August for this
coming summer that are filled.”

A rich history

In a history of the property
shared by current owners,
the James Whowell family,
before it became a popular bar
where locals and visitors met
to share some time together
at the lakefront, it served a
private residence. The home
was built for Dr. Pierce Tyrell
and his family and was dubbed
Nirvana. Giving homes,
especially large homes on the
lake, a name was a tradition at
the time.
The family enjoyed the home
until 1908 when it was sold and
the new owners turned it into
an Inn. The tradition of friendly

hospitality that continues today
began at that time.
The Green Tree Inn opened
in the 1930s so named because
of a tree that grew through the
porch roof. It was open in the
summer only. While it featured
a restaurant, it had no running
water or indoor bathrooms.
Because of prohibition at that
time alcohol was forbidden.
The Freese family purchased
the Green Tree Inn and changed
the name to the Lakeshore Inn.
Betty Freese married Chuck
Gasser and in 1959 purchased
the property and business from
the Freese family, adding a
slight tweak to the business
name.
One of the lasting changes
was the addition of the name
Chuck’s to the property as
it is today. While it changed
ownership again in 1969 to
Gordy Whowell, he did not
change the name but chose to
open the business year round.
He also added the hamburgers
to the menu that are so well
known today.
A non-anticipated change
occurred in December 1987
when a fire destroyed the
building. The building was
rebuilt and reopened seven
months later, with the grill,
which had survived the fire,
continuing to cook the famous
hamburgers.
Today the spirit of Chuck’s
continues. The second floor has
been turned into the beautiful
event room.
The James Whowell family
continues to run the restaurant.
Five sets of siblings and a
father and son duo are among
those involved in managing
the restaurant according to
Ieronimo.
“Our employees are mostly
long term. They have been with
us for 10 years or more. They
know many of the customers
well,” added Ieronimo.
The beauty of the location,
including the outdoor deck,
attract visitors while the service,
fine drinks and food bring them
back.
Contact Ieronimo to set up
an event in the Upper Room
of Chuck’s Lakeside Inn,
352 Lake St., Fontana. The
telephone number is 262-2753222. Additional information
is available online at www.
chuckslakeshoreinn.com or on
Facebook.

Food at the Upper Room is provided by offsite caterers and
may be a beautiful buffet such as this or a plated dinner. There
are a number of preferred caterers to choose from.
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the couple met downstairs at
Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn and
their romance bloomed from
there,” Ieronimo said.
A successful bridal shower
may bring the couple back for a
rehearsal dinner and then when
the first child comes along, it is
time for a baptismal event.
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Plan your special wedding reception at the
Rotary River Center
in beautiful Riverside Park, Beloit, Wisconsin
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The Rotary River Center is a beautiful 3,000 sq. ft. structure that overlooks the scenic
Rock River. It is the perfect setting for events of all kinds and is provided at an incredibly
low rate! The center is equipped to seat 120, but has a maximum capacity of 266. You
are welcome to bring in additional chairs and tables to accommodate your needs. There
is a serving kitchen with a coffee maker, large refrigeration unit and sinks, two restrooms,
central air conditioning, storage closets and furniture including: 120 chairs, 3 round
tables, 9 oval tables and 8 banquet tables. The building is also equipped with a public
address system, floor lectern, and a screen for overheads, slide shows or films.
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• Excellent facilities indoors and outdoors
• Located on the beautiful Rock River and Riverwalk
• Turtle Island Playland nearby
• Excellent photo opportunities
• Reasonable Rates
For
Formore
moreinformation
information
and
reservations:
and reservations:
City
of of
Beloit
Parks
Services
City
Beloit
Parks&&Leisure
Recreation
PleasantCourt,
St., Beloit
23511003
Springbrook
Beloit

(608)
(608)364-2890
364-2890

312504

