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Professional maintenance visits need to be scheduled every
3,000 miles or six months – whichever comes sooner.
STOCK PHOTOS On the Road

Vehicle maintenance tips you can do at home
Supply shortages and production delays
have made it tough to find a new car in
2021, which means many people might
consider holding on to their vehicles for
longer.
In order to extend the life of their
vehicles, many drivers may choose to
conduct more maintenance at home, such
as tire pressure checks, topping up fluids
and performing other systems checks to
ensure the vehicle is mechanically sound.
Here are four tips to make the most of
at-home maintenance:

Consult your manual
While it might be tempting to simply
pop the hood and make repairs on the fly,
it’s always a good idea to first doublecheck the manual. According to Hankook
Tire’s latest Gauge Index survey, only
one in four Americans (23%) reported
turning to this important guide when
doing maintenance on their vehicles,
an oversight that could prove costly:

Vehicle manuals offer tips and warnings
specific to that vehicle, as well as
instructions on the right fluids to keep it
running reliably.

Keep a log of your checks and repairs
When conducting maintenance on
a vehicle, or diagnosing a fault, it can
be helpful to have a detailed log of any
previous work done.
A simple notebook with dates and
details of fluid top-ups, tire pressure checks
and garage visits can give the owner, as
well as any service professional, a clear
picture of what needs to be maintained or
fixed next. And it can help with spotting
any red flags, such as highlighting that
certain fluids are being used far quicker
than expected, indicating a fault.

Conduct maintenance checks
before long-distance travel
With the majority of Americans (61%)
still feeling most comfortable traveling

long-distance by car, checking your vehicle
before a road trip is more important
than ever. It’s bad enough to suffer a
mechanical problem in any situation, but
dealing with a breakdown halfway to the
family cabin or while taking your eldest
to college is something no one wants to
experience. That’s a fear shared by 40% of
Americans, who worry about an under-thehood issue or a flat tire affecting their road
trip.
That’s why 70% of Americans make
sure to check their vehicle fluids and
69% check their tire pressure before a
long-distance journey. It can help to take
time the day before traveling to make
any maintenance checks. Remember that
tire pressure is best checked right before
setting off as it can fluctuate when a
vehicle is left idle.
Turn to a professional when the time is
right – but don’t wait too long!
There are plenty of day-to-day tasks
that can help keep a vehicle running

smoothly. But many of us still find it
important to turn to our car dealers or
garages for a regular, thorough inspection:
1 in 3 Americans (32%) say they feel
safer getting maintenance done by a
professional.
So how often should that appointment
be scheduled?
More than 40% of Americans reported
using their mileage as a marker when
scheduling a professional maintenance
visit. But it’s important to remember that
professional maintenance visits need to be
scheduled every 3,000 miles or six months
– whichever comes sooner. And with many
Americans are driving less than two years
ago, the calendar may be a more important
tool than the odometer to keep vehicles
running fault-free.
Did you know? Most Americans (79%)
can recite the year, make and model of
their vehicle from memory. But only one
in three (34%) can remember their license
plate number!
(BPT)
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Extend driving adventures this spring
As winter warms into spring, there’s
something else heating up: the travel plans
of adventurers everywhere. Millions of
Americans are preparing for their spring
and summer journeys, but there’s one thing
many are overlooking – a factor that will
determine whether their trips are safe and
successful.
Tires are the only part of a vehicle that
touches the road, so they’re a pivotal part
of every road trip.
The right set of tires can even take
drivers further than they’d otherwise be
able to travel. Here’s how travelers can use
their tires to extend their adventures.

Extend your terrain
Before fine-tuning final trip details, it
is vital to make sure you’re riding on the
right rubber. This time of year all-season
tires will do the trick most places, but it’s
important to note that they aren’t built for
driving in winter conditions.
If you’re headed way up north or into
high elevations, it’s worth considering allweather tires like the Nokian Tyres WRG4
or the all-terrain Nokian Tyres Outpost,
since they are certified for winter driving
and provide a true four-season solution in

areas with unpredictable weather.
If you want to know whether a tire has
the OK for winter driving, look for the
three-peak mountain snowflake on the
sidewall. That’s a certification indicating a
tire has been tested in snow.
If you live somewhere that experiences
sustained winter conditions, it’s still best
to drive a dedicated winter tire during that
season, then switch to an all-season or allweather tire in the spring and summer.

Extend your toughness
If you’re headed off the beaten path,
you can extend your adventure with a set
of tough all-terrain tires.
Some tires are even reinforced with
special fibers that help them resist
potholes, ruts and rocks. That includes
puncture-resistant Aramid fibers, the same
material used in aerospace and bulletproof
vests.
Nokian Tyres recommends finding a
set of tires – like the Outpost – that is
reinforced to help you avoid punctures and
blowouts on your journey.
If you’re going off-road, also consider
an all-terrain tire with a high-tech tread
pattern that helps you tackle the versatile

conditions you’ll face. You’ll want deep
tread, the ability to channel away water,
and a tire that rides smoothly over gravel
and bumps.

Extend your travel
Did you know tires could help you
save gas mileage? The less friction
created between the tire and the road, the
further you can travel on a tank of gas.
Some tiremakers have doubled down on
decreasing the rolling resistance of their
products, which increases fuel-efficiency,
helping put money back in drivers’
wallets, which comes in especially handy
when gas prices are high.
Nokian Tyres crafts tires that have
low rolling resistance, a feature that also
lowers CO2 emissions created when your
vehicle expends energy propelling itself
along the road. And drivers of electric
vehicles are big fans of the efficiency that
results from low rolling resistance, since
it extends the range they can travel on
each charge.
To learn more about a new tire that
accomplishes all three of those goals, visit
NokianTires.com/Outpost.

Before you hit the road this season, make sure your tires can extend your terrain, toughness and travel.
STOCK PHOTO On the Road

(BPT)
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The first things to come to mind when
many people ponder vehicle maintenance
are oil changes and routine tune-ups.
Though each of those things are vital
components of automotive maintenance,
it’s important that drivers recognize the
value of a thorough car wash as well.
Drivers may see a car wash as a way to
make their car look good, and that’s not
untrue. An effective car wash can give a
car a look that mirrors how the vehicle
appeared the moment it was driven off the
lot. But an effective wash is more than just
cosmetic.
According to Consumer Reports,
a thorough car wash removes grit and
residue, thus protecting the car’s paint job
and reducing the likelihood of corrosion.
Though late model vehicles aren’t as
susceptible to rust, fading and peeling as
cars made decades ago, they still need a
thorough and routine wash to remove dirt,
grime and bird droppings that, over time,
can adversely affect the paint job and, if
left unchecked, eat away at the metal.
Another benefit to routine car washes
is they can prevent damage related to
seasonal issues. For example, individuals
who live in regions where winter snowfall
is common may routinely drive on roads
that have been salted.
Deicing the roads makes driving
safer, but salt can accumulate on the
undercarriage of the vehicle and contribute
to corrosion. Winter may not be a time
many drivers visit the car wash, but it’s
important to do so after snow has melted
and salt on the roadways has been washed

Car washes may be seen as a purely cosmetic form of vehicle maintenance. But the benefits of routine
and thorough car washes extend far beyond aesthetic appeal.
STOCK PHOTO On the Road

away by rain.
Most car washes now offer highpressure undercarriage treatments that can
wash off salt and prevent corrosion and the
formation of rust.
But it’s not just the exterior of the car
that can benefit from routine washing.
When taking their cars to get washed, many
motorists pay a little extra to have their
vehicle interiors cleaned.
Sometimes referred to as “interior
detailing,” cleaning the cabin of the car
helps to maintain the interior so it looks

new longer. Routine interior cleaning also
can remove dust and other particles that can
serve as irritants if allowed to build up over
time.
Resale and trade-in value is another
factor to consider. The automotive
experts at Edmunds note that the average
transaction price for a used vehicle in the
second quarter of 2021 was $25,410, which
marks a 21% increase over the year prior.
Much has been made of the microchip
issues that have compromised auto
manufacturers’ ability to produce new

automobiles, and that led many motorists to
the preowned vehicle market. Dealerships
also offered incentives to drivers willing to
trade in their late model cars.
By taking care of a vehicle’s interior,
drivers are putting themselves in position
to capitalize on the increased reliance
on the preowned market. Prospective
buyers, whether they’re private citizens or
dealerships, will see more value in a vehicle
with a well-maintained interior than one
with a cabin that’s seen much better days.

(METRO CREATIVE)
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We would like to take a moment to thank our
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Also, a special thank you to our outstanding staff.
Our business is a continued success and
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10% OFF
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Discounts applies to labor up to $100

262-363-9450

Good only at Village Automotive & Tire.
Coupon expires March 31, 2023

447 Bay View Road
Mukwonago, WI 53149
www.villageautoandtire.com
415128

Spring/Summer 2022

AUTOMOTIVE CARE GUIDE

Page 5

New cars scarce; used cars costly

JENNIFER EISENBART On the Road

SUPPLY ISSUES FUEL INFLATION IN AUTO INDUSTRY

By Jennifer Eisenbart
STAFF WRITER

It’s a difficult time for the vehicle
market – to put it mildly.
With the COVID-19 pandemic
exposing supply chain issues across the
globe, there are delays everywhere for just
about everything.
In the case of vehicles, a lack of semiconductors/microchips has put purchases
of new vehicles at months in the waiting.
As a result of the lag in the new vehicle
market, used cars are seeing a jump in
inflation, as prices swell to thousands
more than what might normally be
expected.
According to USA Today, used vehicles
cost 40.5% more than last year as gas
prices rise. Fortune Magazine had the
number at a 39.8% increase since March
of 2020, all because the new vehicle
market is so tight and the used vehicle
market is getting swamped.
“It’s just the reality we’re dealing
with every day,” said Chris Miller, owner
of Miller Motors Sales in Burlington.
“Hopefully it changes. But it’s going to be
a while.”
It’s the same issue in Delavan for
Kunes Country. Jason Sadowski, the
general sales manager for the Chevy/
Cadillac store branch, said that the lag is
pretty much universal because of the parts
shortage.
“The supply chain that all these parts
are coming from … everything’s backed
up,” said Sadowski, who added that
shipping has fallen behind as well.
“It’s just a little bit of everything,” he
said.
Miller said that, as of now, it’s easier to
order a vehicle than it is to buy off the lot.
“The new vehicles are tough for
getting inventory,” Miller explained.

“For someone who wants to come in and
buy something off the lot, it’s next to
impossible.”
Miller said the wait time on vehicles
is 3-4 months in a best-case scenario, but
“there are vehicles that are 8-10 months,
even a year.”
Meanwhile, since there are so few
new cars available, inflation has hit the
used car market. Sadowski said there
isn’t really a huge problem finding used
vehicles.
“You can definitely find them,” he said.
“You’re just paying more for them. Supply
and demand just drives the prices up.”
Both Miller and Sadowski said their
dealerships are doing the best they can to
keep prices as reasonable as possible.
“For the most part, we’re selling them
for very fair numbers,” Sadowski said.
Miller Motors uses a pricing tool that
allows them to figure the market value of
any given used vehicle – and then offer a
discount that often takes the cost down.
“We always do that,” Miller said. “We
try to be competitive in the market.”
Shopping online may be another option,
but buyers cannot negotiate the price at
places like Carvana, Vroom and CarMax.
Also, the Better Business Bureau,
according to The New York Times, has
received numerous complaints about the
online companies.
As supply chain issues continue to
spread out across several markets, there
does not seem to be any relief in sight.
Miller expressed doubt that the situation
would be better by the end of 2022, simply
because earlier predictions originally had
the issues resolving by the end of 2021.
“They thought they would have it
solved at the end of 2021,” Miller said.
“When it’s going to end? That’s a really
good question.”

top: Kunes
Country in
Delavan, like
most other vehicle
dealerships in the
state and around
the country, are
having difficulty
stocking new
vehicles due to
the supply chain
issue. As a result,
the cost of used
cars is being
driven up.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS On the Road
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Providing the best automobile products & services for over 30 years

Hwy. 36–Across from Kohl’s • 1051 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington 262-763-7606

Large selection of tires in stock ready for installation
All Major Brands Available
Providing more than quality tires . . .
■ Full Service Facility

■ TPMS Certified Technicians

■ Low-Profile & Run-Flat Specialists

■ Free Alignment Check*

■ Industry Leading Equipment

■ Factory Trained Tire Professionals

■ Lifetime Tire Rotations*
* (with tire purchase)

Visit us at www.performancetireandauto.com coupons
Free in Town
Courtesy
Shuttle

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.
7:30am – 5:30pm

WE EMPLOY
CERTIFIED B
PLEASE LET
THEIR CRED

ALL MAJOR
BR A N DS
AVAIL ABLE

414668

Free Wi-Fi

HOURS:
Thurs. 7:30am – 7pm

BURTNESS
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR

Spring & Summer
CAR & TRUCK NEEDS

SERVICES
• Suspension
• Exhaust
Celebrating
• Tune Ups
• Tires
Years
• Brakes
• Oil Changes
• Heating & Cooling Systems

58

1389 West Main St.
Whitewater, WI 53190

(262) 723-2971

GM Store 262-473-6060
Chrysler Store 262-473-8080

224 S. Wisconsin Street
Elkhorn, Wis.

www.driveburtness.com

414493

Monday-Friday 7:30a.m.-5 p.m.

414421

www.Wedigeauto.com

1421 West Main St.
Whitewater, WI 53190
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Bond’s Auto Care
& Performance
Steve “Junior” Williams, Owner

The rising cost of new cars is compelling millions of drivers to keep their
cars longer than they might have anticipated. Some simple maintenance
measures can help those cars run strong for years to come.
STOCK PHOTO On the Road

How to maintain an older vehicle
New cars have been costly for quite
some time, but those costs have spiked
considerably since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic. That unprecedented
rise has led many motorists to wonder how
they can get more mileage out of their
existing vehicles.
According to data from Kelley Blue Book
and Cox Automotive, the average cost of a
new car in September 2021 was just over
$45,000. That marked a $3,000 increase
from June 2021 and a $5,000 increase from
the end of 2020.
Drivers who can’t afford to keep up with
the rising cost of new vehicles can take these
steps to keep their existing cars running
smoothly for years to come.

that were failing long before they reached
the projected mile markers. That’s because
infrequent driving can hasten the demise of
the timing belt. This is something for aging
drivers who no longer drive a lot to keep in
mind.

Take care of the brakes
The experts at Popular Mechanics
urge drivers of older vehicles to replace
their brake fluid every two years. Popular
Mechanics also advises drivers whose cars
are more than seven years old to replace the
rubber brake lines when major brake work is
required.

All Aspects of
Automotive Repair
106 E. Walworth Avenue
Delavan, WI 53115
Phone: 262-728-7750
bondsautocare.net
414959

Pay attention to oil levels
The older engines get, the more oil they’re
going to burn. So drivers of older vehicles
should check their oil levels more often than
they would if their vehicles were brand new.
This also is a great way to discover leaks
before they lead to potentially significant
issues.

Take care of the timing belt
Engines may get all the glory, but
they cannot run smoothly without a fully
functional timing belt. Engines need various
components to do their job, and those
components must do so at the right time for
the engine to run smoothly. Fully functional
timing belts help to synchronize movements,
but belts must be replaced every so often.
Owner’s manuals may note when to
replace the timing belt, but they generally
must be replaced every 60,000 to 105,000
miles. That’s infrequent, but drivers can
ask their mechanics to keep an eye on their
timing belts.
One issue many drivers encountered in the
early months of the pandemic when people
were driving less frequently was timing belts

Don’t skip maintenance appointments
Even if you’re still driving less due to the
pandemic, it’s best not to skip recommended
maintenance intervals. That’s true for drivers
of all cars, but especially those whose
vehicles are aging.
Routine tune-ups and oil changes, which
may need to become more frequent the
older the vehicle gets, can keep cars running
smoothly and protect the engine over the
long haul.
(METRO CREATIVE)

22nd

May 28th-29th: 9am-5pm
May 30th (Memorial Day): 9am-2pm
June 4th-5th: 9am-5pm

Blueberry Muffin
Our feature plant!

AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE OF
TM

and

EQUIPMENT

LARRY’S
TOWING & RECOVERY

www.hookmeuplarry.com

414958

415051

1217 Grant Street, Lake Geneva, WI 53147
262-249-8698
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Addressing HEADLIGHT GLARE
Headlight glare becomes dangerous
when visibility is impaired to a point
where the risk of accidents is heightened.
Glare is a growing problem for many
modern drivers due to the increased use of
light emitting diodes in headlights.
Driving at night is challenging because
pedestrians, cars and other obstacles are
difficult to see once the sun sets. However,
a study from the U.S. Department of
Transportation found that 88 percent of
drivers noticed LED and HID headlight
glare, with more than 30 percent saying the
glare is “disturbing.”
While LED lights may not actually be
brighter, their “cool” spectrum make them
appear so. Studies have found that blue
and white light tends to hit people’ s eyes
harder, especially at night.
In addition, human eyes do not adjust
to changes in lighting very quickly,
according to Pierre Paul Driving School
in New York. The older a person gets, the
longer his or her eyes will take to adjust
to changes in lighting. In fact, it can take
up to seven seconds to recover from
the blinding glare of headlights. That’s
enough blindness to swerve off the road or
potentially hit something.
While glare can be problematic, drivers
can take certain steps to make it safer to
drive at night.

care physician as well as an eye doctor to
diagnose conditions that can make night
vision worse.

Change line of sight
Do not look directly into oncoming
headlights. Rather, look slightly down and
to the right side of the road so that you’re
not focusing on the beams.

Go glare-resistant

These are some of the steps to take when glare becomes problematic while
driving at night. Taking breaks also can help eyes recover.
STOCK PHOTO On the Road

Clean the windshield
Dirt and grime found on the windshield
can refract light and make glare worse.
Therefore, clean all windows and mirrors
thoroughly, inside and out.

Repair scratches and cracks
Glare can be exacerbated by any
imperfections in the windshield. Repair

cracks or scratches promptly.

Check vision, health
Changes to vision can impact how
glare affects certain individuals. Vitamin A
deficiency can cause night blindness, also
known as nyctalopia. Eye shape changes,
including a condition called keratoconus,
can affect vision. Cataracts and diabetes
also impair vision. Visit with a primary

Get glare-resistant coatings on
eyeglasses. Speak with an optician about
eyeglasses with anti-glare coating. This
will significantly reduce the amount of
glare. VisionCenters.com says standard
plastic lenses reflect around 8%of the
light that reaches glasses, while highindex lenses reflect up to 12% of available
light. Anti-glare coating allows 99.5% of
available light to reach the eyes, essentially
eliminating glare.
Those who don’t wear eyeglasses can
purchase specific anti-glare glasses to wear
in high-glare conditions, such as when
looking at computer and phone screens.

Use ‘night’ mode
Flip the rearview mirror to “night”
mode. This will make it appear as though
lights coming from behind are dimmer.

(METRO CREATIVE)

Use your tax refund to save on car shopping
Like many other people, you probably
have taxes on your mind right now.
Figuring out if you have a tax refund
coming your way can be an exciting time.
But tax season doesn’t have to be all about
crunching numbers and filling out forms.
“If you’re in the market for a newer
vehicle, tax season can be the perfect time
to treat yourself to that upgrade,” says
James Wright, vice president of company
stores at Byrider, the nation’s largest used
car and finance network of dealerships.
Wright’s offering a quick rundown of
the reasons why tax season is the best
season for searching for the right vehicle
for you.
Putting your tax refund towards a down
payment means a lower total cost: The best
reason why you should upgrade your car
is the extra cash you get from your refund.
According to the IRS, 77% of all 2020 tax
returns ended up with refunds, so the odds
are in your favor that Uncle Sam will hand
you a check and you’ll have more money
in your pocket. That means you’ll have
more money to spend on a down payment
for a car.
The higher your down payment, the
lower your monthly payments, saving you
money in the long run. This is especially
true for places that allow you to customize
your payment plan, such as Byrider, and
you can even use your anticipated tax
refund to make a deal before you have the
check in hand.
Tax season dealership events and sales:
Car dealerships know that tax refunds
mean that people have more money to
spend, and will often have special tax
season sales to further entice buyers into
signing up for a payment plan.
Many will even help you file your taxes.
For example, many Byrider locations host
Tax Event sales that file taxes and advance

If you’re looking to buy a car this spring, using your tax refund to increase the down payment
and lower your monthly payment might be a smart financial strategy.
STOCK PHOTO On the Road

customers’ refunds. Take advantage of
promotions like these to stretch your tax
return even more. To learn more, visit
byrider.com.
The extra money in your pocket, the
need for dealerships to move inventory,
and great tax event promotions at

dealerships all combine to make tax time
the best time to shop for a car, stresses
Wright.
“If you’ve been putting off upgrading
to a ‘new’ used car because it seems out
of your budget, this tax season just might
change that, even if you don’t have a

perfect credit history or tons of money
in the bank. That higher down payment
can save you some serious cash on a car
payment plan in the long run, making you
glad you made the most of your refund this
tax season,” says Wright.

(STATEPOINT)
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7 ways to pay less on
Inflation is driving rising costs on
everything from gasoline to groceries. And
recent research shows that auto insurance
is expected to rise for most policyholders
this year too. While you can’t control how
insurers price their policies, you can avoid
shouldering higher costs.
Here are a few ways to directly reduce
your car insurance rates or mitigate
increases:

Reduce coverage
Look at your insurance policy to see
if you could forego any add-ons, such as
roadside assistance. If you have an older
vehicle, consider all your options to see
if paying for collision and comprehensive
coverage is worth it.

Increase the deductible
You may be able to lower your
insurance premium by choosing an
increased deductible (the amount you
spend for repairs before insurance kicks
in). Although increasing your deductible
could save you money now, it could result
in you paying more out of pocket if you
have an accident down the line.

Track your driving
Insurers typically base your premium
on the information you provide them that
indicates the level of risk they take on by
insuring you. By using a driver-tracking
program, you’ll provide your insurer
additional information on your driving
habits, which – if you are a careful and

safe driver – could reduce your cost by
25% or more.

AUTOMOTIVE CARE GUIDE
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auto insurance

Check for discounts
Depending on where you are in life,
you may be eligible for new savings
opportunities like senior/retirement or
good student discounts. Ask your insurer
about the various discounts you may be
eligible for to see how you can save even
more on your premium.

Compare quotes
Comparing quotes from different
insurance providers can help you save
money and lock in the best possible deal.
Using price comparison websites can help
simplify this process, allowing you to
compare personalized quotes from multiple
providers in real time. For example,
Experian’s auto insurance comparison
service leverages technology to compare
quotes from over 40 top providers in
minutes. Its average user saves more than
$900 on auto insurance each year. Plus, the
service offers free active rate monitoring,
scouring the market on an ongoing basis
to make sure you are getting the best rate
among the Experian network of providers.
“Right now, consumers are looking for
ways to maximize their budget. Our tool
allows them to do in minutes what used
to take hours, as well as possibly save
hundreds of dollars,” says Rod Griffin, Sr.
director of Public Education at Experian.
To learn more, visit www.experian.com/
save.

With inflation and interest rates on the rise, finding savings on big-ticket costs like
auto insurance could make a significant impact on your budget. Fortunately, new
tools and smart strategies can help you save.
ITREF / ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES PLUS On the Road

Improve credit score
Some insurers consider your creditbased insurance score when determining
your premium. These scores use
information in your credit reports to look
at the likelihood that you’ll file a claim
so insurers can raise or lower your rates
accordingly.
To find out where you stand, you can
check your credit report and score for free.
Think about using services like Experian
Boost to add positive payment history for
utility and telecom accounts as well as

video streaming services to your Experian
credit report, which can potentially
increase your FICO Score in real time.

Pay off your loan

If you’re still paying off your current
vehicle, your lienholder may require that
you hold a higher level of insurance,
such as comprehensive and collision. If
manageable, paying off the loan could help
you eliminate extra coverage expenses
from your policy – lowering your monthly
insurance payment.
(STATEPOINT)
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The demand for electric vehicles
is rising along with gas prices.
STOCK PHOTO On the Road

Tips to know
before buying an
electric vehicle
Electric vehicles are increasing in
popularity as drivers consider the operating
cost of owning an automobile as well
as the environmental impact of their
commutes.
The number of electric vehicle models
available has nearly doubled in the last few
years and the market is getting charged up.
The rising demand for electric vehicles has
led to a larger inventory of new and used
plug-ins in the auto market.
“EVs have high safety ratings and
offer a quieter ride,” said Kevin Quinn,
vice president of auto claims at Mercury
Insurance. “Add in low maintenance costs
and the opportunity to reduce a vehicle
owner’s carbon footprint, and it becomes
very appealing to consumers who are
looking to buy a new car.”
With more than 2 million electric cars
on the road in the U.S., EV owners know
that home charging is one of the most
important aspects to owning an electric
vehicle. Other than driving, cold weather
zaps the batteries of energy quickly. Using
the air conditioning or heater, as well as
uphill drives, also reduce range. Knowing

that there might be more frequent charges
under these demands makes home charging
more appealing.
According to the J.D. Power 2022
U.S. Electric Vehicle Experience Home
Charging Study, 84% of EV owners
regularly charge their vehicle at home. It
costs about half as much to charge an EV
at home as it does to charge at a public
station. Home chargers also offer the
convenience of being programmed so they
draw power during off-peak hours, saving
EV owners money.
Most EVs come with a Level 1
charger allowing drivers to charge at
their residence from a standard 120-volt
household outlet. This method can take
several hours, typically overnight, to get
back most of the car’s range. For this
reason, many EV owners purchase Level
2 charging stations to be installed in their
home. Level 2 charging allows for a
quicker charge using a 240-volt outlet.
EV owners looking to install a 240volt power outlet or hardwired charging
station to their home should speak with
a trusted electrician who is trained,

licensed and insured to install NEMA
14-50 outlets. These outlets are similar to
what an electric dryer or oven is plugged
into. Once installed, the charger would be
considered part of the home and will need
to be covered by supplemental insurance in
the event of any type of loss.
“A standard homeowners’ policy
excludes coverage related to motor
vehicles and their equipment, accessories
and parts,” said Bonnie Lee, vice president
of property claims. “It’s important that
EV owners who install a Level 2 charger
protect their homes as well as their
vehicles. We had a policyholder put 300
battery packs together to charge his car
and it didn’t end well. The battery packs
overheated and burned down the garage.
Fortunately, his homeowners’ insurance
claim was covered, but it’s best to have an
electrician handle any EV charging station
installations.”
EV owners can also charge their
vehicles with portable chargers, but how
owners obtained those chargers could
make a difference on which type of
insurance would be needed. If the portable

charger came from the dealership with
the vehicle, it would be covered by their
auto collision or comprehensive insurance.
However, if EV owners purchase a
portable charger after buying their
vehicle, they may need special equipment
coverage.
“Those using portable chargers to
charge their vehicles should consider
carrying comprehensive auto insurance
coverage,” said Quinn. “A standard
homeowners’ insurance policy excludes
coverage related to motor vehicles, which
means losses to vehicle equipment,
accessories and parts are not covered.”
While reports of fires happening while
EVs are parked and charging are rare,
owners should always be mindful when
charging their vehicles.
“Electric vehicles are still relatively
new to the marketplace so automakers
are still perfecting them,” said Lee. “EV
owners need to do their due diligence and
make sure they’re properly educated about
their manufacturer’s recommendations for
proper charging.”

(BPT)

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

COMPLETE AUTO
BODY REPAIR
QUALITY • INTEGRITY • SERVICE

Open Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;
Saturday by appointment

FREE ESTIMATES

• Tune-ups • Exhausts • Lifetime Mufflers
• Brakes • Large Range Passenger Tires
• Automatic Transmission Service

24 HOUR TOWING
Purcell’s (262) 728-9522
terry furseth, manager
(262) 728-5788

235 S. Seventh Street • Delavan, WI

(262) 363-8555 • 1006 Main St., Mukwonago
Preferred by Major Insurance Companies
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How motorcyclists can stay safe while riding
Many people are drawn to
motorcycles because of the intensity and
excitement riding provides. Motorcycles
are fun and routinely draw attention from
other motorists.
What motorcycles add in terms of
speed and excitement, they may lose in
safety, especially when compared to cars
and trucks. The National Transportation
Safety Board says motorcycle riders and
their passengers have the highest risk
of fatal injury among all motor vehicle
users.
Per mile traveled, motorcyclist
fatalities occur nearly 28 times as often
as passenger vehicle occupant fatalities
in traffic crashes.
Thankfully, the risks associated with
riding motorcycles can be reduced with
some simple safety precautions.

Familiarize yourself with the bike

Gear

Riding in the rain or in other difficult
conditions is more risky since the roads
are slippery. Slow down or keep the bike at
home in inclement weather.

Motorcycle riders can improve the
barrier between themselves and the road
with the proper gear. Quality leather
jackets and pants, helmets, gloves, and
nonskid boots can protect the body from
severe injuries.

Improve visibility
Reflective tape added to clothing can
help motorcyclists become more visible
to other drivers; otherwise, wear bright
clothing colors. Also, riding with others as
a group increases visibility.

Motorcycle riders are not advised to
take an unfamiliar bike into busy traffic.
If the bike has never been ridden before,
become familiar with its handling and
responsiveness in a controlled area that
isn’t full of traffic before taking it on the
open road.

Stay out of blind spots
Consumer Reports says roughly
two-thirds of all motorcycle accidents
are caused by a car driver violating
a motorcycle rider’s right of way.
Motorcycle riders should never assume a
driver sees them. Staying out of blind spots
and steering clear of turning vehicles can
help.

Adjust for weather

Remove distractions

Motorcycle riders need to be more cautious on the road because
they are at increased risk for injury.

Stow cell phones away so your attention
is not drawn away from the road.

STOCK PHOTO On the Road

Remain sober and alert

Be aware of obstacles

Don’t ride while under the influence
of alcohol or drugs (including over-thecounter if they cause drowsiness). Also,
do not drive while drowsy, as it is just as
dangerous as driving while intoxicated.

Motorcyclists need to be very careful
about road obstacles, more so than other
drivers.
This includes uneven road surfaces,
fallen branches, oil slicks, and/or wet

spots.
ConsumerSafety.org says a motorcycle
has less contact with the road than a car,
making it more likely to skid out of control
or throw a rider from the bike.

(METRO CREATIVE)

4 ways to go green if you’re not ready for an electric vehicle
Countless headlines suggest you have to
drive a battery-powered electric vehicle if
you care about the planet. Yet consumers,
including many who want to be “green,”
are still opting for gasoline-powered
vehicles 98 percent of the time.

What’s standing in their way?
• Cost – It may cost as much as $10,000
or $15,000 more up-front for a batteryelectric car compared with a similar gaspowered car.
• Charging – Installing a home charger

that’s required to run a EV can cost an
additional $1,000 to $3,000. Additionally,
a home charger may not be possible for
those who park on the street or live in an
apartment building.
• Road trips – The number of public
charging spots is growing, but it’s not like
the nationwide network of gas stations.
Even with a relatively robust 200-mile
range, EV owners must plan carefully for
charging breaks every few hours of driving.
It may take 30 to 60 minutes to add
enough battery power for another couple
hours of driving. Bigger battery packs can
give longer range, but also longer charging
times.
If any of these realities are the dealbreakers preventing you from going green
behind the wheel – relax! There are still
at least four good alternatives to EVs that
will still help the environment without
breaking the bank.

Hybrids
Hybrid technology has been around
since the late 1990s. Hybrids combine a
smaller gas engine with battery-powered
electric motors for better fuel economy.
Hybrid sedans like the Toyota Camry,
Honda Accord or Hyundai Sonata now
average more than 50 miles per gallon.
The Toyota Prius Eco gets 56 mpg in
combined city-highway driving, according
to fueleconomy.gov. A 50-mpg hybrid
replacing a 30-mpg vehicle will save $625
a year in fuel costs, or $3,100 over five
years. You’ll save even more if your tradein gets less than 30 mpg.
Not everyone has the means to go electric, but there are several alternatives to
EVs that still help the environment without breaking the bank.
STOCK PHOTO On the Road

Plug-in hybrids
A plug-in hybrid is a hybrid you can

plug-in to charge a separate battery and
then drive for 30-50 miles on pure electric
power. After that, a gasoline engine
kicks in, operating like a hybrid. For
commuting, a plug-in like a Toyota RAV4
Prime or Prius Prime is a great choice.
The average U.S. commute is 16 miles.
With just 32 miles of electric-only range,
that commuter wouldn’t need gasoline to
get to work.

Fuel-cell electric vehicles
Fuel-cell electric vehicles are electric
vehicles powered by a reaction from
hydrogen fuel and oxygen, making water
vapor the only emission. The 2021 Toyota
Mirai, for example, has a range of more
than 400 miles, compared to 200-300 for
most newer EVs. FCEVs are refilled at a
station, like the gas stations you’re used to.
The main challenge is a lack of hydrogen
infrastructure. California is the only state
with a robust network of fueling stations –
but more are on the way.

More efficient gas cars
While not as dramatic in helping
the environment as the other options
mentioned, conventional gas engine cars
still have a lot to offer. Automakers have
been improving them continuously to meet
tougher federal fuel economy regulations.
Some gas-powered SUVs you see
around town, like the 2021 Honda CR-V
or the Toyota RAV4, might get 30 percent
better mileage than the 10-year-old car or
SUV they’re replacing. That would cost
about $400 less per year to operate than
their 2011 counterparts, or an extra $2,000
in your pocket after just five years.

(STATEPOINT)
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262-728-2944
WE SPECIALIZE IN CUSTOMER SERVICE
Check us out at AACDelavan.com

Tony Lynn (owner)

• New and Updated Tools and Equipment

FREE LOANER CARS,
FINANCING & SHUTTLE

Join Our Customer Rewards Program Today
Includes FREE Roadside Assistance and Towing

• Fully Digital Vehical Inspection with Every Service
• Continued Education For All Team Members
• Clean Comfortable Family Friendly Waiting Area
• All Makes and Models (Asian, Domestic and European)
Our AAC Family would like to
thank you and our community for
all of the support over the past
19 years. THANK YOU!!!

LET OUR FAMILY HELP YOUR FAMILY!

3 Year - 36,000 Mile Nationwide Warranty

Complimentary Vehicle Pick-Up and Delivery • 0% FINANCING UP TO SIX MONTHS
Present this ad for

20 OFF

$

Present this ad for

50 OFF

$

any service over $100

any service over $300

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

Present this ad for

15 OFF

$

any oil change

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

1101 ANN STREET • DELAVAN, WIS.

415050

