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How to

BUY A BOAT

Boat
sales
still
surging
Used boats selling at premium prices
By Tracy Ouellette

everything else,” he explained. “They can’t get
the computer systems, the vinyl for the seats,
the foam for the seats, labor at the factories not
The boating industry is still seeing high
working – it’s not just us. It’s everywhere.”
demand entering into the third summer of the
With new boats not as available, the sale of
COVID-19 pandemic.
used boats has skyrocketed, Jahns said.
Brian Jahns, who’s been selling boats for
“We’re light on used boats as well, we have
nearly 30 years at Gage Marine, said it’s been
a small percentage on consignment right now,
challenging to keep up with demand.
which we sell for the owners for a fee, and that’s
“We have a lot of boats on order,” he said.
picking up a bit, especially with people freaking
“They’re slowly trickling in, but not as fast as
out a little bit about gas prices. That’s keeping us
we would like them to. We represent a lot of
limping along.”
brands and we have some of each, but it’s not
Jahns said while some people are nervous
like it used to be with 20 or 30 boats in stock at a
about the rise in gas prices, he didn’t think it
time.”
was going to slow things down at all for the boat
Jahns said between the high demand and
broken supply chain, it’s just not easy to get new dealers.
boats.
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
“It’s the same thing everywhere with
EDITOR

Two new Chris Craft boats are seen at the Gage Marine pier in Williams Bay on Geneva Lake. New boats
are fewer and far between right now because of high demand and supply issues, but still available.
STOCK PHOTO Lake Living
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According to Discover
Boating, the first step in
the boat-buying process is
also the most important –
determining exactly what
type of craft will best fit the
needs and wants of both the
owner and those they plan
to bring along for the ride.
Those needs and wants
are typically determined
by what type of activities
boaters want to pursue on
the water.
Think about the reasons
everyone wants to be on
the water and then narrow
the choices accordingly. The
Discover Boating website
has a Boat Finder Tool to
help with this. Prospective
buyers may also be
interested in learning more
upfront about the overall
costs of boat ownership.
Local boat dealers can also
help with this process.
Here are some tips to aid
in buying a boat:
• Choose the right boat
type for the needs.
• Decide on a new or
used boat.
• Ensure the boat is a
certified boat.
• Determine how much to
spend.
• Research information
about boat financing and
how to get a boat loan.
• Go shopping – figure
out where and when to buy.
• Learn more about
boat values and pricing,
including how to negotiate
the purchase.
• Conduct a sea trial and
a marine survey.
• Close the deal – find
out more about boat
registration, insurance and
taxes.
Visit www.
discoverboating.com for
more information.
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BOAT SALES

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

“Yes, gas has gone up, but you’re not
looking at thousands and thousands of
extra dollars to operate a boat this summer.
It’s a few extra dollars each time and
you’re maybe out boating 15 times,” he
explained.
With this being the third boating season
during the pandemic, Jahns said many in
the industry had thought things would have
returned to normal by now.
That hasn’t happened.
“The first summer, COVID-19 made
it so you really couldn’t do anything else,
but you could get the family out on the
boat,” Jahns said. “That’s what started this
demand. People bought up all the boats.
“Then the supply chain broke, but we
haven’t seen demand decline in more than
2-1/2 years,” he said. “Everyone thought
after the first summer of COVID it would
taper off, but it didn’t. Then everyone
thought last summer it would slow down,
but it didn’t. Now we’re in the third season
full on and the demand is still unbelievably
high.”
With all that, Jahns said anyone looking
to buy a boat for this year should be
prepared for the state of the industry.
“If you’re serious about a boat, get
moving on that sooner than later,” he
advised. “On a new boat, the lead time
can be a year or two. It doesn’t cost much

Used boast are
in high demand
again in 2022
as anglers
and boating
enthusiasts
look to get out
on the water.
People looking
to sell a used
boat that’s in
good condition
will often get
multiple offers,
at an increased
price.
STOCK PHOTO
Lake Living

to put down a small deposit and boat
manufacturers are putting a priority on sold
boats at the moment. Boats are not just
showing up for us like they used to, there is
definitely a waiting period.”
For those interested in buying a used
boat, Jahns said be prepared to pay a
premium and don’t be surprised to be
bidding against multiple buyers.
“A clean, used boat is worth more right

now because you just can’t get them,” he
said. “People selling them are getting about
35% more for them and they have three or
four people bidding on them. They’re gone
in a day or two.”
Gage Marine can be found in Williams
Bay at 1 Liecthy Drice and in Delavan at
5167 Highway 50.
For more information, call 262-2455501 and visit www.gageboats.com.
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Your

Neighborhood Expert

17 S. Washington, Elkhorn

online parts & service: www.lylestv.com
Custom Installation on Home
Theatre and Sound Systems

• Grills
• Smokers
• Chips

• Rubs
• Sauces
• Pizza Ovens

The Appliance Store with So Much More

416099
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Local guide
shares his
passion with
clients

By Sandra Landen Machaj

above: George
Kaider displays a large
northern pike caught
in a river. All fishing
tours with In the Flow
are catch and release.
The fish is returned
to the water after a
photo is taken. right:
This is one of many
hand tied-flies made
by Kaider and used
on the fishing trips he
guides.
COURTESY OF
GEORGE KAIDER
Lake Living

or George Kaider, local
fly fishing guide and
owner of In the Flow
Fly Fishing, there is
nothing he enjoys more
than spending a day on
the rivers and streams of
Wisconsin, sharing his love
of fly fishing.
He has been doing so for over
30 years, and he has perfected
his skills in both fly fishing and
in tying his own flies to use
while fishing.
“I first learned to fish as a
young boy,” Kaider said. ”My
grandmother who enjoyed
fishing, retired to Florida. There
was a small pond on the property
and when we came to visit, she
would take me out to fish.”
While he enjoyed this fishing
with his grandmother, it was not
long before he became more
interested in learning more about
fishing, and not just standing
casting and holding a pole
waiting for the fish to bite. It
was fly fishing that caught his
attention.
Now over 30 years later,
Kaider is an expert fly fisherman
and guide, who enjoys not only
fishing himself, but sharing his
knowledge and talents with
others. Teaching others has been
a life long journey for him.
“Early in life, I knew I
wanted to work with kids and
I have done so as a teacher,
counselor, assistant principal,
and sports coach (football and
wrestling),” he said. “But over
the years I have learned that
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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CORRESPONDENT
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FLY FISHING

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

teaching adults can also be rewarding.
Teaching and guiding fly fishing has been a
highlight of my life.”
Kaider continues to work at Mundelein
High School in Illinois as a counselor,
traveling from his home in Lake Geneva
each day. On weekends and during the
summer, he turns his attention to teaching
mostly adults how to fly fish and guides
them on a day journeys down the rivers
and streams of southeastern Wisconsin as
he directs them to the best spots to find the
fish. Here they then put into action what he
has taught them earlier in the day.

the entire float, steering and directing the
them to have a great experience whether
they are a beginner or an expert. During the raft. He can take two fishermen on the raft
interview, the prospective client also learns during each trip. One is placed in the front
more about me and my method of teaching and the other in the back.
“More fishermen than that, and it is not
and what they can expect from the day.”
possible to observe them and correct any
After he speaks to the client he begins
problems,” added Kaider.
to put together the day. For the beginner,
He also noted that more lines being cast
the day will begin with a 60 to 90 minute
makes for tangled lines especially when
session on casting. This will be held on
dry land as the fundamentals of casting are they are just beginning to learn how to cast
explained. These will include proper stance correctly.
They will spend the next five hours on
and grip. The physics of managing the fly
the float as Kaider points out the places
line to direct it to the area where the fish
are located and to keep it from tangling will where there are fish. The type of fish that
they will pursue will depend on what the
also be addressed.
Once the fundamentals are learned, they fisherman wants to accomplish. Usually,
While Kaider has been arranging fly
they will be able to catch a trout. Bass are
will move into a wading session. Here
TO
ANNOUNCE
fishing trips for years, last year he decided
Kaider willPLEASED
teach them how to
safely
wade a bit more difficult to capture and require
to officially launch In the Flow Fly Fishing into the river, how to target the fish, and
a bit more finesse. So, if they just want to
Guide Service. In the Flow Fly Fishing
catch a lot of fish, they will be directed to
how to retrieve the fly that is used for bait
Guide Service offers full-day fishing
spots where the trout gather.
once the fish is caught.
experiences under the direction of Kaider,
Lunch is prepared by Kaider, often
“We do a catch and HAS
release method
JOINED freshly
who is knowledgeable about the special
grilled bratwurst along with
of fishing on all our trips, to protect the
places to find the fish. PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
trimmings and sides. Lots of Gatorade is on
environment. This way the population of
“Each experience is different depending fish remains for others to enjoy,” added
board to keep everyone hydrated. Being out
on the client,” said Kaider. “When a client
in the fresh air makes everyone hungry and
Kaider.
calls to set up an event, we have a long
ready to eat.
conversation, much like an interview
on JOINED
For the more advanced participants,
HAS
Once the basics are learned, they will
both of our sides. I need to know what are
the day is planned a bit differently. If they
their goals for the day and what experience move from wading into the raft and begin
already know how to cast, they forego the
they have. With more information I can set their float down the river. Kaider will sit
onshore casting basics and the two hours
in the middle section and man the oars for
up a program to meet their needs. I want
wading in the river. Instead, they head

A business spawns

JERRY KROUPA

JERRY KROUPA

Taking to water

262-949-3618

View my properties at www.lakehomeswi.net

JERRY KROUPA
262-949-3618
Paradise found on 2 acres and 700’ of

HAS
JerryKroupa@atproperties.com

JOINED
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level frontage on Green Lake with rare
private island with bridge is just the start.
This property offers 2 homes, Main house
is a stone 2 story with 4BR, 2BA.
MLS 1781758 $2,100,000
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MLS 1781758

SOLD
Accepted offer in less than 48 hours!
Perfect lakes area home within minutes
of everywhere you want to be. Built in
262-949-3618
2008 this 3 bdrm, 2 bath ranch has all the
MLS 1779535
JerryKroupa@atproperties.com
Located on 65’ of prime Middle Lake swim frontage with Southern exposure features you been looking for.
you’ll find this 4 BD, 3.5 Bath 3,968 sq ft 2 story with walk-out lower level. The
MLS 1784479 $289,900
lake welcomes you as soon as you step inside. MLS 1779535 $2,197,000
MLS 1784479

Green Lake vacant lakefront lot with
75’ of level Sunset filled frontage on
0.65 acre lot on Lauderdale Lakes. Lot
features slight wooded slope from road
which leads you to level frontage and
private pier. MLS 1781235 $549,900
MLS 1781235

Lauderdale Lakes 1.77 acre wooded corner lot
with slope ideal for exposed lower level located
on quiet Cane Dr. Ideal country/lake location
with easy access to boat launch on Bubbling
Springs and short ride to Kettle Moraine trails
offering world class mountain biking trails,
Hiking and Nordic. MLS 1786817 $109,900
MLS 1786817

416103

PLEASEDJerryKroupa@atproperties.com
TO ANNOUNCE

directly to the raft to prepare for their ninehour trip. They will spend eight hours fishing
and have a one-hour rest during which lunch
will be prepared and served.
“Sitting in the raft for the extensive amount
of time that we are in it can become very
tiring. So, at times I will stop the raft and send
them into the river to stretch their legs and do
a little fishing while wading. Good exercise
and good for circulation,” added Kaider.

Gearing up

Dressing correctly for the day is important.
Participants are advised to bring their own
waders and footwear. If they don’t have
waders, they should wear quick drying
clothing and shoes that can withstand being
in the water. Wearing the waders throughout
the day, even during boat time is suggested
because of the time when they enter the water
to stretch. They are especially recommended
in the boat in the spring and fall when the
weather is cooler.
A hat and sunscreen are also good ideas
to bring on board. Other than that, no other
supplies are needed. In the Flow Fishing
supplies all the fly rods and flies.
“All of the flies I use are hand tied by me,”
Kaider said. “Learning to tie flies that have the
appearance of food attractive to the fish takes
time. The flies are each tied in such a way
that they do resemble the types of food each
individual species searches to obtain.”
Creating the flies is not just a method of
putting together a variety of colored threads or
strings but creating one that actually can move
in the water as the real bait would. Bass and
pike need 6- to 8-inch streamers that mimic
the patterns of the live bait they crave. Or they
search for the frog patterns that float on top
of the water. Each of the hand-tied flies takes
more than an hour to create. If well made they
will last the season.
Safety on these trips is important and
Kaider is a Class 5 whitewater kayaker and is
certified in swift water rescue.
“Going out into the rivers and streams
and enjoying the time takes you into the
zone. Here you are in a state of mind where
time seems to stand still,” Kaider said.
“While continuously casting, it becomes a
repetitive pattern where one concentrates
on the movement and is able to forget about
problems, work, and responsibilities. You
quickly become one with nature.”
Spending the day on the boat, friendships
are also often established.
“Even I can’t just talk about fishing for
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

top: Proper technique is key to successful
fly fishing. Guide George Kaider offers hours
of training prior to taking clients to the water.
right: Kaider says the goal of his service is to
help clients become one with nature.
COURTESY OF GEORGE KAIDER Lake Living
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One with nature
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SUMMER
takes
pride in building
your mattress
in our LOCAL
MATTRESS
FACTORY,
located right
in our store.

Savings Event

CUT OUT THE MIDDLEMAN
v1 FIRM

This CUTS
OUT THE
MIDDLEMAN
to keep prices
affordable
for you.

v3 PLUSH

1-Sided No Flip

$

599
QUEEN SET PRICING

449
549
$
799

$

$

TWIN SET
FULL SET
KING SET

v5 FIRM

1-Sided No Flip

$

899

649
799
$
1149
$

1-Sided No Flip

1249 $1799

QUEEN SET PRICING

$

v7 PILLOWTOP

1-Sided No Flip
QUEEN SET PRICING

$

$
899
1149
$
1599

TWIN SET

$

FULL SET
KING SET

QUEEN SET PRICING



#1

MATTRESS STORE

$

FULL SET
KING SET

SAVE UP TO

for continuously voting us

1299
1699
$
2299
$

TWIN SET

150

OFF
v5 Set Purchase*

SAVE UP TO

250

FULL SET
KING SET

SAVE UP TO

$
$

TWIN SET

OFF
v9 Set Purchase*

200

$

OFF
v7 Set Purchase*

SAVE UP TO

300

$

OFF
v11 Set Purchase*

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable on previous
purchases. One coupon per set purchase. See store for details.

ADJUSTABLE BEDS ON SALE NOW!
Great for watching TV
or reading in bed
Aids in circulation
Reduces snoring
& acid reflux
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Twin XL Starting at

399

$

**with Verlo Mattress purchase. Does not apply
to previous purchases. See store for details.

Every Verlo mattress is adjustable and comes with a Lifetime Comfort Guarantee. If your body
changes or you change your mind, we will adjust it so you can love your mattress again.
Take the risk out of mattress shopping with the assurance of
adjustable comfort for the lifetime of your mattress.

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120
262.249.0420

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 North West Hwy
815.455.2570

McHENRY

3710 West Elm St.
815.578.8375

verlo.com
800.224.VERLO

416714
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Alleviates lower back,
knee & leg pain

Adjustable Bed Bases**
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nine hours so there is often an exchange
of information about their lives. Many
friendships start on a fishing trip and
continue long after,” added Kaider with a
smile.
Like any sport, proper instruction is
needed to be the best you can be and to
especially learn the basics correctly.
“You wouldn’t head out on a golf
course with a set of clubs and expect to be
successful without some instruction about
what clubs to use in which situations,”
added Kaider. “Same is true of fly fishing.
You need to learn the basics and learn
where the fish you hope to catch gather
before starting out on your own. I am here
to help you do so.”
Contact In the Flow Fly Fishing Guide
to set up a day’s fishing experience that
will teach you not only how to fish but to
truly get “In the Flow” with nature.
In The Flow Fly Fishing offers a
variety of guided trips including driftless
trout wading trips, smallmouth bass
or pike wading or float trips or salmon
wading trips. The choice is up to you.
Visit In the Flow Fly Fishing guide
service at intheflowflyfishing.com or call
262-325-1159 for more information or
to set up a guided trip. Phone calls are
accepted from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.

Fly fishing is a classic and revered fishing technique that has stood the test of time.
COURTESY OF GEORGE KAIDER Lake Living

J U S T G O T TA
G E T R E N A TA !

CALL RENATA GREELEY (262) 210-6956
HIGHEST SALES PRODUCTION In Racine County EVERY YEAR since 2009
VOTED BEST REALTOR IN RACINE, WALWORTH & KENOSHA COUNTIES

Staller
Estate
WINERY
Picnic Out In
The
Vineyard

RELAX

26110 W. Loomis Rd., Norway S86W33550 Short Dr., Mukwonago

$2,900,000

$1,250,000

$64,000

Renata Greeley, Broker
415536

ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT

Your Western Racine County Specialist
rgreeley@shorewest.com
renatagreeley.com

w w w.stalleresta te.com

Gift Giving Made Easier
• Wine Flights
• Bachelorette Parties
• Glass Painting Parties
• Special Packages
• Delicious Picnic Platters
• Wine & Chocolate Pairings
• Ultimate Wine Flights
• Charcuterie Boards
• Barrel Cellar Tastings
Enjoy a beautiful view of the vineyard

in our gazebo and sunroom with
some friends and a glass of
Award Winning Staller Estate Wine

24006 Lakeshore Dr., Dover

MLS#1775541
MLS#1774459
MLS#1775905
4 BR, 3 BA ranch on 24 acres of prime land Private estate in Mukwonago featuring a Eagle Lake lot with unobstructed lake views!
off Hwy. 36. Great potential development 5000+ sq. ft. home, private pond, 42x30 ft. This is over 1/2 acre secluded and wooded.
pole building on over 6 acres! 4+ BR, 3.5 Build your dream home with lake views and
opportunity. Large pond, wooded area.
BA, open concept design.
Easy access to Milwaukee and Chicago.
sunsets. Low taxes.
Scan this QR
CODE with your
iPhone to view my
website directly!

W8896 County Hwy. A
Delavan, WI
(608) 883-2100

OPEN
June - August: Daily 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
September - May: Wednesday-Sunday 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Bachelorette • Weddings • Engagements • Birthdays
416679
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Area man killed in boat explosion

A boat explosion on Lauderdale Lake in
the Town of LaGrange April 1 claimed the
life of Jesse Perry.
Perry was working with a crew of two
others installing piers on the lake when
the explosion occurred, according to the
Walworth County Sheriff’s Office.
A GoFundMe page for Perry’s family
has been started. Perry leaves behind two
children and two step-children and his
wife, Teresa.
“Jesse was a faithful husband, devoted
father and a great friend,” the GoFundMe
page states. It went on to detail the
explosion, which matches the information
from Walworth County Sheriff’s
Department.
According to the Sheriff’s Office, the
department received a 911 call about
12:30 p.m. April 1 regarding some kind of
explosion on the lake.
Emergency responders were
immediately dispatched to the area and
deputies located a pontoon-type barge on
the shoreline off of Stewart Drive with
significant damage. Three male victims
were located and medical first aid was
administered.
One male victim was transported to a
local trauma center with severe injuries,
another male was treated and released
and the third male, Perry, was pronounced
deceased at the scene by the Walworth

An explosion of a work barge on Lauderdale Lakes April claimed the life of one man.
SUBMITTED PHOTO Lake Living

County Medical Examiner’s Office. The
Walworth County Hazardous Materials
Unit assisted with a fuel spill.
The three males worked for a local
pier service and were in the process
of installing a pier when the explosion
occurred. The cause of the explosion is
under investigation by the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, the

Walworth County Sheriff’s Office, the
Walworth County Medical Examiner’s
Office, and the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration.
Assisting agencies include the
Lauderdale LaGrange Fire and Rescue
Department, Elkhorn Area Fire Department
EMS Division and the Walworth County
Hazardous Materials Unit.
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Grand Craft Boats docks in Genoa City
Gov. Tony Evers earlier this year visited
the new production facility of Grand Craft
Boats, a manufacturer of custom-built
mahogany boats in Genoa City.
The governor announced last year that
Grand Craft Boats would be moving from
Holland, Michigan, to Genoa City.
“Grand Craft Boats joins a growing
list of iconic, world-class brands that call
Wisconsin home,” said Gov. Evers. “We
have seen so many businesses like Grand
Craft moving to our state in the last few
years and it shows Wisconsin is headed in
the right direction. Wisconsin is not only
an exceptional state to grow a business,
but it’s a great place for workers to live,
work, and raise families.”
For more than 40 years, Grand Craft has
been designing and handcrafting luxury
mahogany boats for celebrity actors,
professional athletes, industry leaders, and
wooden-boat aficionados alike.
Grand Craft Boats utilizes advanced
manufacturing processes, contemporary
functionality, and technical innovation.
Previously, the company would produce
a handful of boats a year, but now,
according to Patrick Gallagher, Grand

10

Craft’s President and CEO, that number
will grow over time under his ownership at
the Wisconsin facility.
In early 2021, Patrick and Rose
Gallagher purchased Grand Craft Boats
and moved it from Holland, Michigan
to Genoa City in Walworth and Kenosha
counties.
The Gallagher’s are expanding the
production line with plans to produce up to
35 boats over the next three years.
The first Wisconsin-made boat was
recently completed and has already made
its way to Florida.
The company is producing its next few
boats in its leased 20,300-square-foot
facility at 1021 Williams Road in Genoa
City, which serves as the company’s
headquarters and houses its production
operations. Grand Craft expects to employ
20 workers in Genoa City within three
years.
“Our past few months in Wisconsin
have been fantastic and we’re proud
of the growth and direction that Grand
Craft is heading in for the future,” said
Patrick Gallagher. “We’re thrilled to
have welcomed Governor Evers to our

facility today so he can witness firsthand the unparalleled hard work of our
employees and we look forward to a long
and successful manufacturing history in
Wisconsin.”
The Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation is supporting Grand Craft’s
move to Wisconsin by authorizing up
to $125,000 in performance-based state
tax credits over the next three years. The
actual amount of tax credits Grand Craft
will receive depends on the number of
jobs created and the capital invested in the
project.
The Milwaukee 7 Regional Economic
Development Partnership also assisted
WEDC in bringing Grand Craft to
Wisconsin.
“The bespoke boats produced by Grand
Craft add to our region’s reputation for
making technologically sophisticated
products that are also beautiful,” said M7
Executive Director Jim Paetsch. “We are
so pleased that Grand Craft decided to
relocate the company to Genoa City and
look forward to working collaboratively
with Patrick and Rose Gallagher in the
years to come.”

Estate sale sets state record
SLN STAFF

The Driehaus Estate of Lake Geneva,
known for its fabulous themed parties
in recent decades, was sold in January –
establishing a state record sale price for a
single-family home.
The 40-acre property featuring a
14,145-square foot home with 12 bedrooms
sold for $36 million, the Chicago Tribune
reports.
Chicago billionaire J. Christopher Reyes
and his wife Anne purchased the home,
according to the Tribune, from the estate
of the late Richard Driehaus, who died in
March 2021 at 78.
Reyes is co-chairman of Rosemontbased beer and food distributor Reyes
Holdings, which is one of the largest
private companies in Chicago with 2020
revenue of about $28 billion, according to
the Tribune.
News of the sale first broke Jan. 17 when
agent David Curry of Geneva Lakefront
Realty announced it on his blog.
“While I remember all of my lakefront
sales, this one is going to hold a special
place in my memory for obvious reasons,”
he wrote.

“I want to express my deep appreciation
to the seller for choosing me to represent
this magnificent property, and to the buyer
for allowing me to assist in this exceptional
purchase. This is the premier estate on Lake
Geneva, and to have played a role in this
transaction is easily the crowning jewel of a
lifetime of work.
“The bad news for me is that it’s all
down hill from here.”
The estate, known as Glanworth
Gardens, was listed for sale Oct. 22 with an
asking price of $39,250,000.
Curry shared the listing with agent Tim
Salm of Jameson Sothebys of Chicago.
According to the property’s listing, the
history of Glanworth Gardens dates to the
early 1900s, when famed Boston architect
Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge was charged
with designing a new lakeside retreat for
the Harris Family, the founding family of
Harris Bank and Trust. The site chosen
for this vacation home was an undulating
lakefront parcel on the north shore of
Geneva Lake, where Snake Road dipped
and weaved across the hilly countryside.
The Olmsted Brothers provided the
landscaping design, replete with ponds and

gardens, meandering pathways and resting
perches, all leading visitors through the
dense native woods to the level shoreline,
according to the listing. The Harris Family
named their sprawling Georgian estate
Wadsworth Hall after their distant relative
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and went
on to enjoy the next 10 summers at their
lakeside retreat.
Later ownership changed the estate
name to The Stenning, before Driehaus
purchased the estate in 1998 and renamed
it Glanworth Gardens in honor of his
mother’s hometown in Ireland.
Driehaus, motivated by a desire to
restore and respect the architectural and
natural pedigree of the estate, set about a
multi-year renovation that touched nearly
every piece of the property, according to the
listing.
At times, more than 100 craftsmen were
working onsite at any given time, all with
the singular goal of returning this property
to a condition that reflected its importance,
according to the listing. While the initial
renovation was completed in just over two
years, Driehaus continued improving the
lake house throughout his ownership.

The 40-acre Driehaus estate in Lake Geneva earlier this year sold for a Wisconsin record price of $36
million, according to reports. The 14,145-square foot mansion features 12 bedrooms.
GENEVA LAKEFRONT REALTY PHOTO Lake Living
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Driehaus mansion reportedly sold for $36 million
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Angling
Cause
FOR A

Nonprofit group gets vets, first responders out on the water
By Jason Arndt

hobby for anyone, including veterans, first
responders, and activity military because of
its mental health benefits.
“I just feel like fishing is the perfect
hobby, or sport, to participate in when it
comes to PTSD,” Veith said.

LAKE LIVING • SPRING 2022

STAFF WRITER

am Veith, of Salem Lakes,
always found fishing on the
open water as a source of
comfort from the typical
stresses of everyday life.
Veith, origionally from the
Chicago area, spent parts of childhood
angling near a lake at Voyaguers National
Park in northern Minnesota.
“I was actually a city kid. My dad was a
Chicago fireman, he didn’t really fish much,
but on my mom’s side of the family, we
did a fishing trip to northern Minnesota,”
he said. “So, I really got my love for the
outdoors, the water and fishing from my
mom’s side of the family.”
“I feel like I was more like a country boy
at heart. I just loved being out on the water.”
Veith has since honed his craft, igniting
his passion for fishing through partnerships
with multiple people, and wanted to pay it
forward by helping others achieve the same
joy as he has.
Through Fishing for Good, a nonprofit
group, Veith and a handful of tour guides
offer free fishing trips to veterans, first
responders and active military personnel on
Geneva Lake and Delavan Lake.
Veith, a commercial insurance broker
by day, opted to help these people after he
experienced a volunteer fishing expedition
several years ago.
“I volunteered like five years ago to help
out on a veteran fishing day. I saw how
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The beginnings

above: Fishing for Good Foundation’s trips
come away with many successful catches for
veterans, active military and first responders.
top left: Geneva Lake is a favorite fishing
spot for local anglers, including Sam Veith
and Fishing for a Good Foundation. top
right: Fishing for Good Foundation’s Sam
Veith primarily organizes free fishing trips for
veterans, active military and first responders
on Geneva and Delavan lakes.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS Lake Living

much it meant to the veterans,” he said.
“They had so much fun on the water and
getting out of the hospital. It was such a
nice day for them just to be on the lake and
enjoying the sunshine.”
Fishing, he said, serves as an ideal

Veith, an angler for decades, originally
expressed interest in becoming a fishing
guide for people looking to learn how to
fish.
However, he wanted to pursue a different
avenue, instead of simply competing with
other tour guides.
“When I decided to be a guide, I was
fishing a lot, I was getting good enough to
get people good experience on the water,”
he said.
“But I thought to myself, I don’t want to
be just another guide that is competing for
trips…maybe I can actually do something
good for people through fishing.”
Veith, using his volunteer experience
years earlier sought out company
sponsorships to help finance fishing trips
for veterans, active military and first
responders.
In 2020, amid the COVID-19 pandemic,
Fishing for Good started as a limited
liability company.
“I was able to raise just over $4,000 and
I did about 16 trips. I was busier than I ever
thought I could be,” he said. “I was getting
so much positive feedback that last year, in
2021, I decided to make it a charity and help

Open-ended

Veith said he decided to name the
nonprofit group Fishing for Good
Foundation for a specific reason.
The simple name, he said, allows the
organization to create opportunities for
people other than veterans, first responders
and active military.
“I named it Fishing for Good on
purpose, I want it to be very general, so that

Veith showcases a catch he made while on a fishing trip.
SUBMITTED PHOTO Lake Living

fishing can attract more than just taking
out veterans, first responders and activity
military personnel,” he said.
“There is nothing telling us that we can’t
find companies that would want to sponsor
trips for inner-city kids, or troubled youth, or
cancer patients, or kids with cancer.”
Southeast Wisconsin, as well as the state
itself, consists of hundreds of lakes for
fishing.
“If I can do one little chapter on Geneva
Lake and be able to give back, there is no
reason why others couldn’t give back on
their local lakes,” Veith said.

Fishing is an escape

In 2003 and 2004, when Veith started
college, he often fished on Geneva Lake
during the weekends.
When he graduated in 2007, shortly
before the recession struck the United States,
Veith admitted finding work was not an easy
task.
However, as he continued seeking work,
Veith spent a couple of months as a first
mate on a charter boat exploring Lake Erie
in Ohio.
“I got free lodging, so that was kind of
nice, but I was just really making cash tips
and learning about walleye fishing,” he said.
“I actually got a fishing license.”
In 2009, Veith secured a job in downtown
Chicago, but still found a way to pursue
fishing through more trips to Geneva Lake.

About nine years ago, he moved from the
Chicago area to Wisconsin, which allowed
him additional time to fish area waterways.
“Every time life has gotten a little
difficult, I just find comfort in going out into
nature, so I want to promote that same thing
to people who are having mental difficulties,
whether it is PTSD, depression or anxiety,”
he said.
“Once you get a bite, it is just so
fulfilling.”

Some challenges

The Fishing for Good Foundation, he
said, is diligently working to include more
people who could benefit from fishing trips
such as those with physical disabilities.
Veith said typical fishing boats are not
handicapped accessible, however, pontoon
boats serve as an ideal watercraft for people
with disabilities.
“It is kind of a case-by-case basis on
whether we can accommodate someone, but
in the future, I would like to expand to some
guides with a pontoon boats,” said Veith.
Veith said he and board members have
frequently discussed this matter.
The Fishing for Good Foundation is
accessible online at fishingforgood.org and
on Facebook.
People interested can sign up using a
form on its website, according to Veith, who
said a fishing guide will then contact them to
schedule a trip.
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raise more money, giving out tax deductible
receipts, and then add more fishing guides to
do more of these trips.”
Once the Fishing for Good Foundation
became a formal nonprofit group, Veith
said, the organization doubled the amount of
fishing trips last year.
Additionally, Fishing for Good has
created a membership board and encourages
others to join.
“I have board members, but I am trying
to get some board members to put more
time into this, to help me even more,” he
said. “The key is partnering with some likeminded folks that really are passionate about
fishing and giving back.”
The Fishing for Good Foundation, he
said, typically offers fishing trips from May
through September with a hiatus during the
winter ice fishing season.
“The number one thing is we want to
make sure the veterans have an unbelievable
experience catching fish and having a really
good time doing it, so we focus on May
through September,” Veith said.
Last year, Veith worked with Racine
County Veterans Services, taking officials on
Geneva Lake for a fishing trip.
Racine County Veterans Services, on its
Facebook page, praised Veith for offering his
fishing services at the time.
“The veterans services officers came out
fishing on a trip last year with me and they
couldn’t believe how amazing it was to
experience Lake Geneva and all of the fish
we were catching.”
Veith, who operates the nonprofit on a
part-time basis, has four to five other fishing
guides helping with trips out on Geneva Lake.
He said he still personally runs between
10 to 15 fishing trips annually and explained
having help allows him to focus on obtaining
sponsorships at other lakes.
For example, Fishing for Good recently
started a chapter in Waukesha County,
with people guiding others on Pewaukee,
Oconomowoc and Okauchee lakes.
“This year, we are going to be expanding
to some other lakes north and south,” said
Veith. “We are really excited and I am
hoping to get another chapter in northern
Illinois on the Chain O’Lakes.”
However, that growth is primarily
contingent upon fuel prices, Veith explained,
fishing expenses add up if gasoline continues
to remain near $4 a gallon.
“We are going to gauge how that is going
to work this year with the high gas prices,”
he said.
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The water is calling
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4 easy ways to enjoy
fun and freedom on a
boat this summer
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eady to make the most of your
summer? Grab your friends
and family and get out on the
water. Boating gives you the
freedom to explore the outdoors
and offers added wellness
benefits. Studies show being on the water
improves emotional health, relaxation and
creativity.
“The water is open to everyone and
provides the perfect summer escape,” said
Ellen Bradley, Discover Boating senior
vice president. “If you’re looking to get
away and spend time with your loved
ones, it doesn’t get much better than being
on a boat where you get to choose your
own adventure, experience the unique
joys of disconnecting from stress on land
and have fun.”
From day cruising to fishing, sailing
and watersports, boating offers something
for everyone, and it’s more accessible
than you may think. In fact, boaters come
from all walks of life, backgrounds and
areas of the country, with an estimated

100 million Americans going boating each
year, according to the National Marine
Manufacturers Association.
Discover Boating is the leading
resource for all things boating whether
you already own a boat, you’re just
getting started or simply want to test the
waters. These insider tips provide easy
ways to get on the water and make the
memories of a lifetime this summer.

Take a class

Rent or share a boat

Find your dream boat

Rental options are available on most
waterways and provide hourly, daily
or weekly access to a variety of boat
types. Rental outfitters should provide
tutorials on operating a boat, share safety
instructions and offer suggestions on
destinations. Another option is peer-topeer boat rentals, where most services
allow you to search by zip code, find a
boat near you and then connect with the
boat’s owner, gather the details and hit the
water.

Take the helm and become a confident
boater. Sign up for a boating lesson
to hone your powerboating, sailing or
watersports skills by mastering the basics
while having fun along the way. On-water
training courses, watersports camps, youth
boating programs and more are offered
across the U.S.

Chart your own course to boat
ownership by visiting DiscoverBoating.
com, where you’ll find a boat finder and
loan calculator tool to help determine
your budget and identify the different
types of boats that fit your lifestyle and
interests.
Visit Discover Boating’s Go Boating
Today tool to start planning your summer
adventures. Use the social media hashtag
#SeeYouOutHere to share your boating
moments.
(BPT)

Join a boat club
Find a boat club near you to access a
variety of boats. You’ll pay a monthly
fee and be able to book your time on the
water online. Most boat clubs take care of
docking, cleaning, maintenance and boat
training courses.

From day cruising to fishing, sailing
and watersports, boating offers
something for everyone, and it’s
more accessible than you may think.
STOCK PHOTO Lake Living

Keefe partners with Compass

By Jason Arndt

Compass has national reach

STAFF WRITER

Compass is the nation’s largest
independent brokerage with a global
headquarters in New York.
Compass employs more than 23,000
agents, serving hundreds of the top cities
across the country, according to a news
release issued by Keefe.
Last year, Compass agents sold $152
billion in residential real estate and
completed more 66% more transactions
than they did the year before.
In Chicago, Compass ranks second for
closed sales volume and market share, up
from its No. 5 ranking at the end of 2020,
and is home to more than 1,400 agents.
“By partnering with a larger company,
and one that has substantially more
resources, we will be able to provide you
with the same personal attention and quality
of service, while being able to offer you

“Like many
industries, real
estate has reached
eefe Real Estate, of Lake Geneva,
a moment where
announced late last year a partnership
change has been
with leading real estate technology
completely
company Compass.
unprecedented,”
The partnership, according to
he said. “The
President and CEO Tom Keefe, is not
tools we need to
necessarily a change in direction.
continue to serve
“We were not looking to take the
you, our customers,
company in a new direction and over
with the best
the years, we have been approached by
possible service
franchises, or other companies, looking to
are becoming more
buy Keefe,” Keefe said. “When Compass
complex.”
Tom Keefe
called, it was different.”
“It is simply
Keefe, who will stay on as Managing
becoming harder and harder for small,
Director, said the decision comes amid
independent brokerages, like Keefe to keep
an unprecedented shift in the real estate
up.”
market.
Keefe also noted viable competition is
The third-generation owner, in a social
emerging from primary feeder markets,
media message on the company Facebook
including some firms developing new
page, clearly explained the industry
business models.
changes.

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

A historic home with 160 feet of frontage on Geneva Lake was among the listings offered earlier this year by Keefe Real
Estate. The list price was $5,750,000. According to Keefe, the firm handles 50% of all regional lakefront property sales.
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National firm positions local agency for future

COURTESY OF KEEFE REAL ESTATE Lake Living
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KEEFE
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a stronger marketing reach and tools
to support the sale or purchase of your
home,” Keefe said in his Facebook
message.

Leaders, agents remain
Under the new Keefe Real Estate
Compass brand, the company continues
to operate as a market leading real
estate brokerage in Southern Wisconsin
and Northern Illinois, maintaining its
leadership team, agents and staff as
well as existing offices, with the added
resources of Compass, according to
Keefe.
“This is a partnership that will allow
us to continue to operate all of our
existing offices, and will embrace our
local management and staff to remain
so that we can continue to support our
agents and clients,” Keefe said. “This
partnership is full of opportunity and I
will be staying on as managing director
to lead the team.”
Keefe, a third generation owner,
noted he plans on maintaining the same
mission his grandfather had when he
founded the company in 1943.
Compass shares a similar philosophy,
Keefe said.

“Over three generations of family
ownership, our mission has always been
to enhance the lives of our agents and
staff through careers in real estate, and
go above and beyond for our clients.
This is a mission we have carried out
over the years, and it is one we intend
to continue to fulfill, by partnering with
Compass,” he said.
“We are excited to join a company
that shares the same philosophy we do
and values their agents as customers and
trusted partners.”
Rachael Rohn, Compass’ regional
president, said she has a personal
connection to Lake Geneva and looks
forward to partnering with Keefe Real
Estate.
She also admires the local real estate
firm.
“As a Chicagoan, I’ve spent the
last 16 years taking getaway trips to
Lake Geneva and have incredibly
fond memories of the people and the
experiences I’ve had here. I’ve been
professionally admiring Keefe Real
Estate over the years, and I am thrilled
to partner together to match Compass’
technology with Keefe’s legacy and
local expertise to serve our agents and
customers,” Rohn said.

Building on trust
Keefe, in his Facebook post, shared the
news with his agents and employees before
making the announcement on Nov. 4, 2021.
“I want to say that as a company, and as
a family, serving our community as your
trusted real estate partner over the decades
has been an honor and a privilege and has
brought my family an immense amount of
pride and happiness,” he said.
Keefe Real Estate specializes in real
estate in Walworth, Racine, Kenosha, and
McHenry counties.
According to the company, Keefe Real
Estate and its associates have been the
market leader for decades in Walworth,
as well as the leading seller of lakefront
properties accounting for nearly 50% of all
regional lakefront transactions.
Keefe asked his customers, agents, and
prospective buyers and sellers to hold the
same time-honored trust demonstrated in the
last several decades.
“Trust was a guiding principal that my
grandfather instilled in the DNA of Keefe
when he started the company in 1943, and
it is that trust that I believe has been at the
core of our success since then,” he said. “As
we move into this next chapter, I ask that
you trust us once again.”
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Abbey Springs is a perfect venue for your golf
outing, wedding and special events of all sizes.
Beautifully set on the rolling slopes of
Geneva Lake’s south shore.
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www.abbeysprings.org

262.275.6113
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Just the right SIZE
The Upper Room at Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn is great for small events
CORRESPONDENT

Located on the west shore of Geneva
Lake in Fontana, away from the busy hustle
and bustle of downtown Lake Geneva,
The Upper Room at Chuck’s Lakeshore
Inn offers a special place to hold a small to
medium private event.
While Fontana is still a vibrant Geneva
Lake community it does not have the busy
downtown area of the larger Lake Geneva
and focuses more on the lake activities than
on the busy shopping area.
“Since 2005 we have provided the Upper
Room of Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn for private
events including wedding rehearsal dinners,
corporate events and family parties.
Wedding rehearsal dinners are the most
popular although some smaller weddings
have held their receptions here and have

enjoyed the beautiful location,” said Julie
Ieronimo, manager of the venue.

All about the view

The Upper Room is a beautiful space for
a private event. It offers an unobstructed
seven-mile view of Geneva Lake that is a
spectacular sight on a sunny day. And the
lakefront is the perfect backdrop for those
special photographs to commemorate the
event that is being celebrated.
The space holds up to a maximum of
75 guests depending on the configuration
of tables and chairs. The room is open to
a variety of floor plans offering the lake
view to most seated guests. The floor plan
is easily customized for any event and the
Upper Room’s staff is always ready to work
with the customer to be certain that the final
look is just what is desired.

“Occasionally couples will marry on a
boat or in the gazebo in the adjoining park
before coming to the Upper Room for their
reception,” said Ieronimo.

The place for private events

While many are familiar with Chuck’s
Lakeshore Inn as a comfortable bar and
grill where residents and visitors gather –
especially on warm summer days – to enjoy
a cold beverage and a choice from their fine
selection of food, they may not be aware of
the beautiful upstairs room which may be
booked for a private event.
Ieronimo described the look of the
room as clean and simple. The lower walls
are covered with wainscoting stained in
a natural wood tone. The upper walls are
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

The Upper Room at Chuck’s Lakeshore in Fontana occupies the entire second floor of the popular Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn but
has a very different vibe and look. The Upper Room is the place to hold private events.
COURTESY OF THE UPPER ROOM Lake Living
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by Sandra Landen Machaj
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CHUCK’S
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covered with shiplap in a light gray tone,
while the ceiling is covered with light wood
planks. Historical photos line the upper
portion of the walls sharing the history of both
the building and Fontana.
The Upper Room is light and cheery in
part from the large windows, which cover two
walls, giving a 180-degree view of the lake
and the shoreline. The room is air conditioned,
but on cool afternoons or on balmy evenings,
the guests sometimes prefer to turn the air off
and enjoy the lake breeze.
A full-service bar is located in the center
of the room and it often becomes a favorite
gathering place during an event. Since it is
in the center it does not block the tables and
allows guests not gathering at the bar, to move
about freely and to enjoy the view.
The room including tables, chairs, linens,
and the bartender are included in the rental
fee. The space is rented on a three-hour basis.
More blocks of time can be added for an
additional fee.
Ieronimo and her staff are flexible to make
certain that the visions of the customers work

The Upper Room at Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn has
a beautiful view of Geneva Lake to enjoy while
attending an event there.
COURTESY OF THE UPPER ROOM Lake Living

We are accepting new memberships, please visit our website for information: www.votk.org

• 6 month membership for Individual is $75, Family $100
• 1 year for Individual is $150, Family $200
• Senior Membership, 63+ years are 1/2 Price
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We educate the general public concerning the bond between human and
non-human animals in the natural world.
We are a private non-profit tax exempt charity, 501(c)3

Follow us: instragram: valleyofthekings11
facebook.com/groups/votkbigcats
facebook.com/votkbigcats

PHONE: (262) 736-9389
Donations and membership payments can be made through Paypal.me/votk

416546
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Members may visit the VOTK animals on Saturdays and Sundays from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m.
You MUST be a member to visit

well in the room and convey the feeling they wish to
achieve.
Decorations may be brought in to customize the
look, whether it is a rehearsal dinner, a wedding,
a bridal or baby shower, a family reunion, an
anniversary, corporate event, or a celebration of
life, it is important that the venue shares the vision
expected by the hosts.
“Many of our customers often return to hold
events here. A rehearsal dinner or small wedding
or anniversary event may be held here because the
couple met downstairs at Chuck’s Lakeshore Inn and
their romance bloomed from there,” Ieronimo said.
A successful bridal shower may bring the couple
back for a rehearsal dinner and then when the first
child comes along, it is time for a baptismal event.

Catering options offered

Outside caterers provide the food for events held
in the Upper Room. Ieronimo has a list of preferred
caterers that customers can choose from. The room,
depending on the number of guests, can be arranged
to include a buffet style meal or a sit-down plated
dinner. According to Ieronimo, guests are always
pleased with their preferred vendors and the food is
always beautifully presented and tasty.
Because of the Upper Room’s location on the
lakefront, it is not unusual to see couples arriving for
their rehearsal dinner with their entire bridal party
by boat. Others choose a more conventional way to
arrive, by bus, automobile or even walking along the
shore path.
Reservations for events at the Upper Room must
be made well in advance to secure popular dates.
“The sooner you know when you would like to
hold your event, is the best time to contact us to make
your reservation. Dates and times, especially during
the popular weekends of summer become booked
early,” said Ieronimo. “We already have dates in
August for this coming summer that are filled.”
In a history of the property shared by current
owners, the James Whowell family, before it became
a popular bar where locals and visitors met to share
some time together at the lakefront, it served a
private residence. The home was built for Dr. Pierce
Tyrell and his family and was dubbed Nirvana.
Giving homes, especially large homes on the lake, a
name was a tradition at the time.
The family enjoyed the home until 1908 when it
was sold and the new owners turned it into an Inn.
The tradition of friendly hospitality that continues
today began at that time.
The Green Tree Inn opened in the 1930s so named
because of a tree that grew through the porch roof.
It was open in the summer only. While it featured
a restaurant, it had no running water or indoor
bathrooms. Because of prohibition at that time
alcohol was forbidden.
The Freese family purchased the Green Tree Inn
and changed the name to the Lakeshore Inn. Betty
Freese married Chuck Gasser and in 1959 purchased
the property and business from the Freese family,
adding a slight tweak to the business name.
One of the lasting changes was the addition of the
name Chuck’s to the property as it is today. While it
changed ownership again in 1969 to Gordy Whowell,
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

Food at the Upper Room is provided by offsite caterers and
may be a beautiful buffet such as this or a plated dinner. There
are a number of preferred caterers to choose from.
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A rich history

COURTESY OF THE UPPER ROOM Lake Living

19

CHUCK’S

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

he did not change the name but chose to open the
business year round. He also added the hamburgers to
the menu that are so well known today.
A non-anticipated change occurred in December
1987 when a fire destroyed the building. The building
was rebuilt and reopened seven months later, with the
grill, which had survived the fire, continuing to cook
the famous hamburgers.
Today the spirit of Chuck’s continues. The second
floor has been turned into the beautiful event room.
The James Whowell family continues to run the
restaurant. Five sets of siblings and a father and
son duo are among those involved in managing the
restaurant according to Ieronimo.
“Our employees are mostly long term. They have
been with us for 10 years or more. They know many
of the customers well,” added Ieronimo.
The beauty of the location, including the outdoor
deck, attract visitors while the service, fine drinks and
food bring them back.
Contact Ieronimo to set up an event in the Upper
Room of Chuck’s Lakeside Inn, 352 Lake St.,
Fontana. The telephone number is 262-275-3222.
Additional information is available online at www.
chuckslakeshoreinn.com or on Facebook.
The tables can be arranged in a variety of ways depending
on the size of the group. This banquet style allows half of
the group to enjoy the lake view.
COURTESY
OF THE UPPER ROOM
Lake Living 1:48:20 PM
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DINE IN OR PICK UP

416684

2022-23

fishing seasons
Opening day for Wisconsin
fishing is traditionally the first
Saturday in May. Hook-and-line
fishing for many species of fish on
many Wisconsin waters begins
on that day. However, to better
manage Wisconsin fisheries,
season dates are often specific to
the species of fish as well as the
water body.
For a complete listing of all
Wisconsin’s fishing seasons, visit
dnr.wi.gov.
Early inland trout
(catch and release)
Jan. 1 (5 a.m.) to May 6
General inland trout
May 7 (5 a.m.) to Oct. 15
General inland fishing
May 7 to March 5, 2023

Smallmouth bass
northern zone harvest
June 18 to March 5, 2023
Large and smallmouth bass
southern zone harvest
May 7 to March 5, 2023
Large and smallmouth bass
catch and release
At all other times of the year.
Musky – northern zone
May 28 to Dec. 31
Musky – southern zone
May 7 to Dec. 31
Northern pike
May 7 to March 5, 2023
Walleye
May 7 to March 5, 2023
Lake sturgeon
Sept. 3 to 30 (hook-and-line)
Free fishing weekends
June 4 and 5
Jan. 21 and 22, 2023

New Northern pike
rules for Big Muskego
Lake and Bass Bay
The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources announced in April new fishing
regulations for northern pike in Big
Muskego Lake, Bass Bay and connecting
waters for the 2022 fishing season
effective May 7.
The regulation includes no minimum
length limit and a daily bag limit of two
pike. Northern pike that are 25 to 35
inches are illegal to keep.
“This new regulation will provide
sustainable harvest opportunities for
anglers by protecting the faster-growing
females, which will maintain natural
reproduction of northern pike for the
future of Big Muskego and Bass Bay
ecosystems,” said Ben Heussner, DNR
Fisheries Biologist.
The previous 40-inch minimum length
limit for northern pike has been in place

since 2008. The 40-inch minimum length
limit regulation effectively provided
maximum protection from angler harvest
of larger pike.
Recent data collected in 2020 revealed
a more balanced northern pike population
consisting of an abundance of female
northern pike currently in the protected
25-35 inch range. Changing to a protected
size range and a daily bag limit of two
will protect larger adult female pike from
harvest, which staff expect will maintain
the current levels of natural reproduction.
At the same time, anglers will have
more opportunities to harvest smaller
pike by focusing on slower growing male
northern pike.
More information about the 2022
fishing regulations is available on the DNR
website at dnr.wi.gov.

New fishing regulations are in force for northern pike in Big Muskego Lake,
Bass Bay and connecting waters for the 2022.
ISTOCK/VADIMGUZHVA Lake Living
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Largemouth bass
northern zone harvest
May 7 to March 5, 2023
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Family Owned & Operated For 3 Generations
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A little planning goes a long way
in making a family fishing trip
fun for everyone. Stock up on
snacks, get the gear ready and
don’t forget to take some videos
out on the water.
STOCK PHOTO Lake Living

10 tips on how to have more family fishing fun

Cherish the little wins
If you have smaller kids or beginners in
the family, it’s likely they’ll be pulling up
smaller catches. Though their sunfish might
look measly to you, they might think it’s a
monster! Hint, hint: So should you. Snap
a picture to remember the beaming look
on their faces and use this opportunity to
show them how to conserve fish for future
generations.

Let them guide you
When and where it’s safe, let the kids
“co-pilot” with you by operating your
boat’s trolling motor and guiding you to the
perfect spot. Kids want to experience what
the adults do. Operating a trolling motor
will give them experience in positioning
the boat and learning how to approach a
spot.

Include your partner
Families come in all shapes and sizes
nowadays. Use fishing as an opportunity
to gather in the great outdoors and share
some precious time together. Involve
your partner or spouse, uncles and aunts,
grandparents and close friends who feel
like family. A day on or near the water can
be a great way for a family to get away
from our always-on digital world.

Use good quality gear
Don’t skimp on cheap fishing gear. If
your low-quality fishing gear breaks or
malfunctions, it could ruin the moment.
Good gear doesn’t cost a fortune. Choose
gear with a lot of positive reviews and
fishing lures, like Rapala lures, which are
well-known for catching fish. Similarly,
be prepared for accidents that happen and

practice patience if a rod tip gets broken, a
fishing rod falls into the water, or a fishing
lure gets stuck high up in a tree. Stuff
happens.

Safety first
Being in or around water means safety
comes first. Make sure everyone has
lifejackets, stays hydrated, and that you
brief the kids on hook and water safety
before handing over the rod. Remember to
check the weather ahead of time so you can
bundle up if it’s a crisp morning, and bring
sunscreen and hats if the sun is blazing.

Bring a scale
Practice catch-weigh-photo-release to
get the family in the swing of things. You
can even have a competition to see who
had the heaviest catch! Weigh the fish
caught with a Rapala scale, perfect for
taking photos that display just how hefty
your catch is.

Don’t forget the snacks!
Make everyone’s day and keep spirits
high by bringing special treats along for
the ride. Ask each family member their
favorite snack beforehand to make sure
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
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There may be nothing more sweet in this
big, wide world than gazing upon photos
and videos of your kids or grandkids – with
smiles a mile wide – holding up what they
think is a huge “monster” fish (even if it’s
just a small sunfish or bluegill), or photos
of your family all together enjoying a day
of fishing and having fun on the water.
If you love fishing and you want to
share it with your family, it’s important to
put a little planning in up front to help the
experience go as smooth as it can to create
those lasting memories and those stories
that will be told for years of the monsters
that were caught, and the big ones that got
away.
To help you introduce the ones you
love to a lifetime of fishing fun, the folks
at Rapala, the legendary lure maker, offer
these tips:
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• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

everyone is included. The only ‘hangry’ ones on your
fishing trip should be the fish!

Think beyond fishing
Tell stories, take pictures, and bring coloring books for
the little ones if they need a break. And remember, it’s
okay if not everyone wants to fish. Some members of your
family may not be too keen on fishing. Make sure they
feel welcome and invite them to read a book or do another
activity while others in your family are fishing. They will
surely want to be there when the others are showing their
catches off.

Fishing is about learning
Fishing can be fun, but it’s also an opportunity to be
part of nature and experience other precious moments,
such as watching other wildlife (turtles, frogs, ducks,
squirrels), identifying plants and trees, learning how a
boat works, and trying different types of presentations to
see which one is most effective in catching fish. If some
members of your family really turn on to fishing, feed that
passion with videos about fishing. Rapala has more than
600 informative videos on its YouTube channel alone.

Make a video
Take lots of photos and videos of your fishing trips with
the family, then create a short movie with iMovie to help
them relive the memories of fishing when it’s cold and wet
outside. It’ll be fun to make, and the final product will be a
memento your family will cherish forever.
(BPT)
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Paper Dolls
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Home Furnishings & Interior Design
We have the Largest
Selection of In-Stock
Home Furnishings &
Accessories in the Area
• Interior Design Services •
• Custom Window Treatments, Blinds & Shades •
• Wallpaper •
138 E. Geneva Square
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 • 262.248.6268
paperdollsinterior.com
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Anglers get ready

Tips on how to
make this your best
fishing year ever

You can smell it in the air. Every now
and then, a warm, fresh breath of spring.
And to you and millions like you, that can
mean only one thing … fishing!
As our country gradually warms up
from a long, cold, nasty winter, now is the
time to get ready to make this your best
fishing year ever!
Here are 10 tips from the fishing
enthusiasts at Rapala, the world’s bestselling fishing lure for the past 50 years, on
what you can do now to be ready to hit the
water and start catching.
Declutter the tackle box
If you’ve been fishing awhile, no doubt
your tackle box might be feeling a bit
cluttered. On those cold, nasty days, bring
the tackle box inside to the warmth of your
home and pluck out the stuff that doesn’t
work and focus on what does. Taking the
time to organize your gear will help you
spend more time fishin’ and less time
messin’ with your stuff.

Put on fresh line
What comes between you and a trophy
fish? Your fishing line, of course. Don’t
tempt fate. The experts at Sufix fishing line
recommend changing out fishing line at
least once a year. As you take off old line,
look for frays and nicks – this may be a
sign that one or more of the guides on your
fishing rod is cracked or even missing.

Smooth fishing rod guides
Use a cotton swab and run it around the
inside of each guide of your fishing rod.
This will help you see if you have any
cracks or breaks in your guides, which
could cut your fishing line – when you
have a fish on the line.

Watch fishing videos

Take some time this year to intentionally teach someone about how to fish, or how to
fish for a different species. It just may be your biggest catch of all.
STOCK PHOTO Lake Living

Sharp hooks equals more bites
What’s the first point of contact with
a fish? It’s the point of your fishing
hook. Sharp hooks means you’ll catch
more fish; dull hooks means you’ll be
one frustrated angler. So take some time
to replace hooks on your go-to lures.
It’s also important to select the right
hook, too, say the hook gurus at VMC,
one of the world’s largest fishing hook
manufacturers. The mouths of fish vary
from species to species, so make sure to

select a hook that meets the challenge.

Go with your confidence bait
Nearly every angler has their go-to lure.
It’s that one lure that seems to catch fish
when all others fail. When you find your
confidence bait, stock up on it. Have a
few more of that lure tucked away in your
tackle box for when you might need them
even more. Don’t have a confidence bait
yet? Well, you can’t go wrong with the lure

that’s caught more world records than any
other lure.

Experiment more
You wouldn’t play an 18-hole golf
course with just a putter. Different lures
are made to catch fish under different
conditions. For example, Rapala offers
freshwater lures, saltwater lures and ice
• CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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Getting outside and spending time
on the water is what fishing is all about.
However, watching how-to videos on the
Rapala YouTube Channel, which features
more than 600 videos, can help you catch
more fish year-round, on open water, in
saltwater and on hardwater (ice fishing).
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fishing lures. It offers lures that can reach fish in any depth,
from deep down to the surface. This year, treat yourself to a
lure you’ve never tried before to learn from it and expand your
ability to catch fish anytime, anywhere, under any condition.
Or, try a lure, such as an ice fishing lure, for deep water bass
and walleye in open water – sounds crazy, but it works.

Play fantasy fishing
That’s right. Playing Rapala Bassmaster Fantasy Fishing gives
you an opportunity to win some incredible prizes. At the same
time, it allows you to track the world’s best bass fishing pros and
watch how they manage to catch fish even in the most difficult
conditions. Understanding what they do can improve your realworld, on-the-water fishing.

Try someplace new
Anglers can be creatures of habit. We like to go to our favorite
lake and often go to our favorite fishing hole time and time again.
While you might be catching fish, you also may be limiting
yourself. This year, try someplace new. Go to a new water. Try a
different way of fishing, such as using a kayak. Go for a different
species and see if your knowledge in bass fishing applies to a
species such as walleye, muskies or redfish.

Year-Round Weddings • On-site Ceremony
Rustic Elegance • Ballroom Amenities
36 Holes of Golf • Friday Fish Fry
Saturday Prime Rib

416596

7377 Krueger Road,
Lake Geneva
262-348-9900
hawksviewgolfclub.com

Introduce someone new to fishing
Spending time on the water, enjoying all that nature has to offer
and catching fish is pretty awesome, but there’s something even
better – hooking someone new, especially a young person, on the
joy of fishing.
(BPT)

Retail Store
Wine • Beer
Craft Spirits
Gift Items

Events

Check our website
for a full calendar of
events

Beer Garden
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Wine Bar

Lounge & Patio

Wines by the Glass
Wine Flights

Comfortable seating
for relaxing
Lounge - 2 fireplaces
Patio - weather
permitting

Bottles of wine to enjoy
in our lounge

Grapevine Theatre

617 W. Main Street • Lake Geneva, WI 53147
(half block east of Starbucks)

www.thebottleshoplakegeneva.com
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Craft Beer
New Glarus

Contact us at ForeverPiers.com
or call us at 262-379-9175
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Twin Lakes, Wisconsin
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