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You Asked, 
We Answered
Our First Q&A Issue

Our first Q&A issue  
combines two vital things: the 

real-life concerns of our  
readers and the knowledge  

and expertise of our  
community members. 

This beautiful photo, submitted by Dogs and Dreams, instantly captured both our furry friend and 
photography loving hearts, winning second place (and $100 to East Troy Brewery) in the East Troy 

Lights Photo Contest. See additional photos at easttroy.org. 
DOGS AND DREAMS Good Neighbors

 Downtown East Troy twinkled like never 
before this December, thanks to the debut of 
East Troy Lights – an all new holiday light 
attraction. 
 The interactive and imaginative light 
display experience transported visitors to 
a dazzling display of lights utilizing the 
backdrop of the historic East Troy Village 
Square.
 All month, people flocked to the square to 
walk through the lights or see the show from 
their vehicles.
 Not only could attendees watch the shows 
- on the hour, every hour - but, with the help 
of a mobile phone, they were able to try to 
make their own light shows.
 
Q: How did the light  
show come to be?
Jamie Rohrer: 
 We finished a proof-of-concept light show 
in 2019, and although it was not publicly 
announced, thousands of people either saw 
the show live, on Instagram/Facebook, or 

had the chance to interact with it at www.
easttroylights.com.

Vanessa Lenz:
 After unveiling this beta version in 2019, 
the East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce 
and our entire community has worked 
together in 2020 to give people a unique 
experience in beautiful, historic downtown 
East Troy this holiday season. 
 The foundation of the project was 
collaboration with the East Troy Community 
School District (from 4K to 12), our 
businesses, attractions and residents coming 
together to make it happen. 

Q. What makes East  
Troy Lights so special?
Jamie Rohrer:
 Quite simply, community: each control 
box was hand crafted by local businesses 
and kids, the custom software running on 

April 6 
election 
heats up

Why should I vote?
 We’ve all been told since elementary 
school that voting is our civic duty.
 While high profile national elections 
draw large numbers of voters, 
participation in local elections are 
traditionally low.
 If you care about East Troy, casting 
a vote in local elections on April 6 is a 
must.
 Village of East Troy, Town of East 
Troy, Town of Troy and East Troy 
Community School District races 
are starting to heat up as several new 
candidates throw their hats into the ring.
 You will be deciding who is 
responsible for many of the government 
functions that impact your daily life.
 East Troy Community School District 
residents will see two referendum 
questions that will play a major role in 
the future of East Troy schools.

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

See the newly 
released Behind 
the Scenes East 
Troy Lights video 

on EastTroy 
Lights.com!
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Elegant Farmer celebrates 75 years
The Lowdown
The Elegant Farmer is 
open daily 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m.  Closed Easter, 

Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s Day. For 
more information, call 
(262) 363-6770 or visit 

www.elegantfarmer.com.                             

 In celebration of its 75th 
anniversary, The Elegant Farmer, 1545 
Main St., Mukwonago, will host a 
yearlong celebration featuring family 
fun events and a variety of delicious 
food specials. 

Community = Magic
East Troy Lights: Here’s How We Did It
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The East Troy Community School District has a rich history of traditions with 
many alumni listing Homecoming Week as a favorite.

PHOTO SUBMITTED Good Neighbors

Jamie Rohrer, East Troy Lights creator, helps 
students in the Smart Lab at Little Prairie 

Primary School register their wands.
VANESSA LENZ Good Neighbors

 The East Troy 
Community School 
District has a rich history 
of traditions, some 
common and others … 
are one of a kind.
 We ask locals to 
share some of their 
favorites.

ETHS 
Homecoming 
Parade
 One of the most 
popular traditions 
among East Troy High 
School students and 
alumni alike is the 
Homecoming Parade 
–  the culmination of 
a week-long series of 
school spirited events.

East Troy Schools facing deep 
cuts, look to community for help
Why should I vote April 4?
By Vanessa Lenz
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ET CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
 We’ve all been told since elementary 
school that voting is our civic duty.
 While high profile national elections 
draw large numbers of voters, 
participation in local elections are 
traditionally low.
 If you care about East Troy, casting a 
vote in local elections on April 4 is a must.
 East Troy Community School District 
residents will see a referendum question 
that will play a major role in the future of 

East Troy schools.
 The East Troy Community School 
District is asking voters to approve a 
referendum for operating expenses that 
would help continue funding its day-to-
day operations, including paying for staff.
 District officials are facing a financial 
squeeze with state education funding 
not allowing it to keep pace with rising 
expenses, but they’re hopeful East Troy’s 
voters will ease the burden with additional 
funding. 
 “The district has reached a point where 
it is impossible to support our students by 

Interactive light 
show shines bright 

in third season

 This winter, downtown East Troy 
once again transformed into a holiday 
wonderland and delivered big results with 
the much-anticipated return of East Troy 
Lights. 
 The interactive and imaginative light 
display experience transported visitors to 

a dazzling display of lights utilizing the 
backdrop of the historic East Troy Village 
Square.
 For the entire month of December, people 
flocked to the square to walk through the 
lights and create their own holiday magic 
with the brand-new Candy Cane Adventure.

The temperatures dropped for the occasion but it didn’t stop East Troy from bundling up in 
layers to welcome Santa, Mrs. Claus and their entourage to the East Troy Village Square. 
Santa helped the East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce launch year three of East Troy 

Lights – a month-long interactive light show.
LAUREN & ANDY PHOTOGRAPHY Good Neighbors

Q: How did we get  
the Village Square?
 The East Troy area was settled in 
1836, when a man known as H. Roberts 
began construction of a sawmill on the 
shores of Honey Creek. The area quickly 
grew and in the span of only four years, 
also included a hotel, general store, 
blacksmith, chapel, school (held in the 
chapel), post office, doctor, lawyer and 
justice of the peace.
 In order to encourage growth of the 
community, early settlers Jacob Burgit 
and Austin McCracken offered a free 

lot to anyone who would build upon it. 
The public East Troy Village Square was 
deeded in perpetuity to the village. 
 Today, East Troy Village Square Park 
continues to serve as the centerpiece for 
the community and hosts festivals and 
band concerts, as well as the residents and 
visitors who stop to enjoy its historic charm.

Q: When is the East Troy  
Lions Fourth of July Festival?
 The East Troy Lions Club will hold 
its annual Fourth of July Celebration 

East Troy 2023: All Your 
Questions Answered

 Our third annual Q&A issue combines 
two vital things: the real-life concerns 
of our readers and the knowledge and 
expertise of our community members.
 We asked for all of your burning 

questions about East Troy ... What is new 
in East Troy? How did we get the East 
Troy Village Square? What are some 
fascinating facts about our town? We did 
our best to get the bottom of it for you.

How does East Troy keep bringing the magic?
 Vanessa Lenz, East Troy Area Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director (which 
presents East Troy Lights) and Jamie Rohrer, 
East Troy Lights Show Creator, give us an 
inside look at East Troy Lights 2022 and why 
they keep coming back for more. 
 

Q: Describe year three  
of East Troy Lights in no more 

than five words.

Jamie Rohrer: 
 What?! 5 Words? Pretty great!

Vanessa Lenz: 
 Impressive. Magical. Memorable!

Q: What made it so great?

Jamie Rohrer:
 Hmm. Well, every year we like to try 
a number of new ideas. Some ideas have 
been more successful or interesting than 
others. This year I think we really hit a good 
sweet spot with the light show interactivity 
by introducing the wands/ Candy Cane 
Adventure.
 Although we still are only just dipping 
into the potential of what we’re capable 
of, the response from most kids/adults was 
overwhelmingly positive.

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

• CONTINUED  
ON PAGE 2

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

A look at East Troy Schools’ traditions
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Love shines brightest at East Troy Lights! Congratulations to 
Morgan Bartlett and Riley Bauer who made magical memories with 

a holiday engagement under the sparkling lights of the popular 
East Troy Lights Tunnel on Dec. 20.

TRULY LIVING PHOTOGRAPHY Good Neighbors

Uncovering the Stories & Secrets 
Behind Your Favorite Holiday Tradition
	 This winter, downtown East Troy transformed into a 
holiday wonderland for the fifth year in a row and delivered 
big results with the much-anticipated return of East Troy 
Lights.	
	 The interactive and imaginative light display experience 
transported visitors to a dazzling display of lights utilizing 
the backdrop of the historic East Troy Village Square.
	 For the entire month of December, people flocked to 
the square to walk through the lights and create their own 
holiday magic with the Candy Cane Adventure and return 
of East Troy Lights Live!
	 Several area businesses and organizations, along with 
volunteers and donors, work together to create this unique 
event to draw visitors to the area, including presenting 
partners Sauced Pizzeria, Allan Integrated Control Systems, 
East Troy Brewery and East Troy Community School 
District.
	 Vanessa Lenz, East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director (which presents East Troy Lights) and 
Jamie Rohrer, East Troy Lights Show Creator, give us an 
inside look at East Troy Lights 2025 and why they keep 
coming back for more. 

Q: East Troy Lights has received 
nationwide media attention alongside cities 
like Chicago & St. Louis (wow!) Can you 
talk about what makes your light show so 
special?

Jamie: Mmm. Well, first off, unlike most light shows, 
you’re inside this one. That is to say, instead of just 
watching the lights (for example on a house), with 
East Troy Lights you’re in center of the lights, in the 

	 Our fifth annual Q&A issue combines 
two vital things: the real-life concerns of our 
readers and the knowledge and expertise of our 
community members.
	 We asked for all your burning questions 
about East Troy ... What new businesses are in 
East Troy? Is Alpine Valley Music Theatre coming back 
with a full line up? 
	 We did our best to get the bottom of it for you.

Q: When is East Troy’s  
Fourth of July Festival? 

	 The East Troy Lions Club will hold its annual Fourth 
of July Celebration Thursday, July 3 through Sunday, 
July 6 at Rossmiller Sports Complex and Skate Park (fka 
Amusement Park), 3090 Graydon Ave., East Troy. 
	 The East Troy Music Festival features the famous East 
Troy Beer Tent (ETBT), carnival rides, games, fair food 
and live entertainment. 
	 The parade, with the theme “Salute to First 
Responders” will start at noon on Sunday, July 6. 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Fireworks are scheduled for Saturday, July 5  
at dark. For more information, visit easttroylions.org.

Q: What artists will grace the stage of 
Alpine Valley Music Theatre this summer? 

	 Boasting one of the largest outdoor amphitheaters in the 
country, Alpine has already announced several shows for 
summer of 2025.
	 The “Summer of ‘99 and Beyond Festival,” scheduled 
for July 18-19, will feature 13 prominent bands from the 
late 1990s and early 2000s, including headliners Creed, and 
Nickelback. On July 18, the lineup includes Nickelback, 
+LIVE+, Daughtry, Tonic, Our Lady Peace, and Lit. The 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

	 How do you measure the impact and influence of doing 
anything one Friday a month, every summer for 10 years?
	 If you are a community lover, you will most certainly 
feel the impact of East Troy’s First Fridays when 
visiting East Troy Village Square Park and surrounding 
businesses. 
	 East Troy’s First Friday series has brought significant 
positive economic impact to town by not only driving 
traffic but also creating connections and conversations that 
go beyond a single day of the week.
	 The East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce will 
celebrate a decade of First Fridays this May through 
September with a full lineup of events and brand-new VIP 
events centered around the First Friday footprint. 
	 As First Fridays enters its milestone 10th season, 
Vanessa Lenz, Executive Director of the East Troy Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and Josie Henningfeld, longtime 
member of the East Troy First Fridays Committee and 
co-owner of Hill Valley Dairy, discuss the magic behind 
this event series, its impact, and how it’s so loved by both 
locals and visitors alike.

Q: This is the 10th season of East Troy’s 
First Fridays — what do you think  
has made this event such a lasting  
and beloved tradition?

Josie: East Troy has always carried a “tight knit, small 
town” persona and First Fridays give us the opportunity to 
share our community values with surrounding cities and 
towns. 
	 It is the perfect blend of being social, enjoying great 
local food and music, and supporting small business. 

Making Magical Memories: 
A Q&A with East Troy Lights

Q&A: First Fridays 
East Troy’s Fav Festival 
Celebrates 10th Season

East Troy 
in 2025: 
All Your 
Questions 
Answered
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Wisconsin’s snowy winters for 
the sunny charm of Palm Springs, 
California, exploring themes of 
escape, transformation, and self-
discovery.
	 As Clancy continues to bring 
Wisconsin’s unique character to 
life on the national stage, she shares 
more about her creative process, her 
inspirations, and what’s next for this 
talented author. 

Q:  Your second novel 
“Shoulder Season” was based 
on a young woman from East 
Troy! In “The Snowbirds,” a 
fictional couple from Madison 
heads to Palm Springs for the 
winter, trading the Wisconsin 
snow for the California sun. 
Why was it important for you 
to have your characters come 
from Wisconsin? 

A: I’ve tried to start out with characters 
from different places, but the minute I decide 
to make them Milwaukeeans, Madisonians or 
East Troy residents, they snap to life for me.
	 Place informs so much of who we are. My 
characters need to know what the soil smells 
like after the rain, what makes them insiders or 
outsiders, and they need to have a sense of the 
social, economic and political dynamics that 
shape their personalities.  
	 Because I’ve lived in all these places in 
Wisconsin, I feel more emboldened to see 
how my characters respond to the situations 
they find themselves in both at home and in 
cities and towns that are very different from 
what they know. It’s fun to write about what 
feels like home, and also what’s not home. In 
“Shoulder Season” Sherri needed to leave East 
Troy in order to appreciate it.

Q: Can you discuss your East 
Troy connection? What do you 
love about our town?

A: I told my late father-in-law that his love 
for East Troy made me love the town even 

more. Larry 
grew up on 
Main Street, 
and his father 
and grandfather 
ran the Lacey 
Clancy 
hardware store 
where InkLink 
now stands. 
My husband’s 
grandfather 
and great-
grandfather 
were mayors 
(one changed 
the spelling 
of his name 
to Clancey 
because 
he thought 

it made the name 
sound more “rich.” It was changed back 

the next generation).  
	 I’ve even heard there’s a bay on Lake 
Beulah called Clancy Cove, and a very old 
map has a section of land off Highway J 
labeled as “Clancyland.” When I married into 
the family, I began to spend time with them at 
their home on Booth Lake, where I loved to 
swim and go into town to have ice cream at J 
Lauber’s and custard at Gus’s. Larry loved to 
tell stories about his childhood, and his stories 
made the town come alive for me. In 2001, my 
husband and I had an opportunity to get an old 
1920’s cottage on Lake Beulah.  
	 It wasn’t until Kayleen Rohrer opened 
InkLink that I really began to feel like a 
resident. Through the bookstore and the Read 
and Feed events, I met Sue Enright, Barb 
Jones, Linda Dodge, Lisa TeLindert and their 
circles of wonderful family and friends. I 
interviewed them when I worked on “Shoulder 
Season” and I always left feeling jealous of 
the fun they had growing up with the lakes and 
farms, and also their shared sense of history 
and community. East Troy is a naturally 
gorgeous place, and I care about preserving 
what makes it beautiful and unique.

 below: Christina Clancy was joined by New York 
Times bestselling author Chloe Benjamin for an 

evening in East Troy during InkLink Books & 2894 
on Main’s latest Read & Feed book dinner inspired 

by Clancy’s third novel “Snowbirds.” The page-
turning book was a USA Today Best-Selling Book 
and one of People’s Best New Books of February 
2025. at left: The Read & Feed menu featured 
multi courses with special themes relating to the 
book, including a three layer cake topped with 

striped beach chairs. 
REITZ MEDIA Good Neighbors

	 East Troy’s own Christina Clancy has been 
making waves in the literary world, but still 
shows the love for her local friends. 
	 Known for her vivid storytelling and strong 
Midwest roots, Clancy captured hearts with 
her second novel, “Shoulder Season,” which 
was inspired by a young woman from East 
Troy.
	 Now, she’s back with her latest success, 
“The Snowbirds”— a USA Today Best-Selling 
Book and one of People’s Best New Books of 
February 2025. 
	 This compelling story follows a fictional 
couple from Madison as they swap 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Author Q&A: Christina Clancy on 
‘Snowbirds,’ East Troy ties & book tour

Your Local Community 
Bank Offers:

• Sound ratings and stability
• A smooth transition from your present bank
• Full-service banking offering full lines of depository and lending products
• Mortgage pre-qualification online
• 24-hour ATM, mobile banking and internet account accessibility
• Instant issue debit cards
• Genuine customer service
• Knowledgeable staff
• Serving the community of East Troy for more than 23 years

Call or stop in to explore
what we have to offer you!

467180

2546 E. Main St.  •  P.O. Box 866, East Troy
(262) 642-2530  •  www.firstcitizensww.com

OPEN: M-Th 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Fri. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m.-noon • Drive-up open 8 a.m. Mon.-Sat.
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The East Troy High School Girls Basketball team celebrates its Rock Valley Conference 
Championship, including (front, from front) Addi Butalla, Valencia Burgos, Amya Pluess, Aubrie 

Cherek, Flor Ortega Moreno; (middle) Head Coach Staci Butalla, Teagan Kniep, Makenzie Feucht, 
Irelyn Loomis, Rachel Kuehn, Addison Hudson, Savannah Puzach; (back) Assistant Coach Paul 

Kielas, Assistant Coach Rodney Spangler and Assistant Coach Natalie Andersen.
JULIA KOSTOPOULOS Good Neighbors

With a season record of 22 wins, two losses, the East Troy High School Girls Basketball team earned an undefeated (14-0) Rock Valley Conference 
championship and went on to win the Regional Championship.

JULIA KOSTOPOULOS Good Neighbors

	 For the first 
time since the 2013 
season, there’s a 
new No. 1 atop 
the East Troy 
High School girls 
basketball rankings.
	 With a season 
record of 22 wins 
and two losses, 
the East Troy 
girls basketball 
team earned an 
undefeated 14-0 
Rock Valley 
Conference 
championship on 
Feb. 21 with a 76-
33 victory at home 
against Delavan-
Darien.
	 The last time East Troy High School won 
the girls basketball conference was in 2013.
	 Senior Amya Pluess has led the way 
for the Trojans this season, reaching the 
1000-point milestone during the team’s 
playoff run and becoming just the fifth 
player to do so in school history.
	 The Trojans went on to become regional 
champions after defeating Columbus 56-39 
on March 1 and were headed to the sectional 
final as of press time.
	 Head coach Staci Butalla shares what has 
sparked the team’s success as they head into 
the homestretch of the season.

Q: This is East Troy’s first 
conference title since 2013. 
What makes this year’s  
team so special?

A: This year’s team is led by experienced 
players.
	 We have four All-Conference players 
back in our starting line-up from last year 
and our other girls have really stepped into 
some key roles for us.  
	 Amya Pluess has been a four-year starter 
and Aubrie Cherek has been a three-year 
starter.
	 This has been instrumental in our success 
this season.  

Q: Can you talk about how it 
has been putting this varsity 
team together and how your 
past coaching and basketball 
experience has helped shape 
this squad?

A: We really only have one senior that has 
played in our program throughout her youth 
and high school career: Amya Pluess.  
	 Our junior class has four key players that 
have come through the youth program and 
have always been the group of girls since fifth 
grade that have put the time and work in.  

	 We have two freshman that have stepped 
into key roles this season coming in off the 
bench and helping keep the energy alive on 
the court.   
	 I started working with the youth program 
when our current freshman were in 5K and 
just really worked to build a solid program 
with families and players striving to come 
together and build the program back up.  
	 I grew up in a basketball family. My dad 
was a head basketball coach and I always 
went with him to the gym and practices. 
He coached me in youth basketball so I’ve 
always just been around the game.

Q: The women’s basketball 
game is more popular than  
ever. What’s it like to see it 
getting so much love?

A: Yes, it has been great to watch it grow! 
I am just really happy for the girls. 
	 They deserve it with all the time they 
have put in. It’s great to see them getting the 
recognition they deserve. 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

467183

313513

Insure carefully, dream fearlessly.

PROUD SUPPORTER 
OF EAST TROY!

RESLER & ASSOCIATES, LLC
3238 Main St.
East Troy, WI 53120
(Piggly Wiggly Shopping Center)

(262) 642-3283
www.reslerandassociates.com

Staci Butalla
East Troy High School 

Head Basketball Coach

Coach Q&A: Female-led basketball 
team secures place in history books
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Seasons Bright
Disco ball display 

supports East Troy Lights
	  This holiday season, supporters 
were able to give the gift of East 
Troy Lights — choosing between 
a dazzling disco ball or ornament 
customized with their recipient’s name 
to be displayed in the East Troy Lights 
Tunnel all season long.
	 Each gift helped the East Troy Area 
Chamber of Commerce fill the East 
Troy Lights Tunnel with sparkle and 
shine by New Year’s Eve.
	 Each purchase supported the 
100-percent community built magical 
light display and will help keep East 
Troy Lights twinkling for decades to 
come.

East Troy Lights  
Disco Ball Designees

Arlene Jarvis
Captain Sharp
Claudia Felske
In memory of Kyle Zagorski
In memory of Ronnie Siemers
Jane Tanis
Javi McCormack
Julie, Michael & Thomas Cotter
Lincoln Braun
Love you Jeffica
Love you Nina
Marlene Hanson
Mikey & Liv Dibs
Oakley May
Porter Atkinson
Redd Ramlow
Scott & Jane Tanis
The Grothmann Family
The Grothmann Family
The Kratochwill Family
The Young Family
Thea Atkinson
Tommy McCormack

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

EAST TROY LIGHTS • CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Clockwise from top photo: East Troy Lights creator Jamie Rohrer & East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Vanessa Lenz play 
key roles in bringing the vibrant holiday attraction to life throughout the East Troy Lights season. Hill Valley Dairy’s Josie Henningfeld & her daughters 
Rayla and Leni, were among volunteers always willing to lend a hand, no matter what the temperature or time. Getting a visit from his grandson Jack, 

John Vilanj, who owns his own construction company, has been a critical part of making the volunteer run project a reality since its start in 2020. Rachel 
Tanis of Spotlight Real Estate was among only a few volunteers who braved the cold to help nearly 700 local school children decorate the trees on the 

square with ornaments on Dec. 5 in preparation of Santa’s arrival.
VANESSA LENZ Good Neighbors

DITHER STUDIO Good Neighbors

VANESSA LENZ Good Neighbors

middle of the tunnels. You’re right in the 
action. 	
	 But perhaps more importantly, is East 
Troy Light’s interactivity. Play a light show 
whenever you want with the East Troy 
Lights Jukebox. Grab a wand and a comic 
book and go on the Candy Cane Adventure, 
hunting for “Glowstones” and baby candy 
canes, while facing off in “pong-like” 
competitions with the light show tunnels.
	 We definitely try to make sure we keep it 
interesting!

Vanessa: East Troy Lights is 100-percent 
community built and you can feel that 
the second you step onto the square in 
December. 
	 This isn’t just a store-bought display set 
up on the square. Our show uses cutting-
edge technology to create a one-of-a-kind 
interactive holiday experience, transforming 
the historic East Troy Village Square into 
a dazzling display of lights. The entire 
East Troy Community School District — 
from 4K to 12th grade — along with local 
businesses, attractions, and residents, come 
together to make this event happen year 
after year.
	 We’ve seen incredible growth over the 
past five years, despite working with limited 
resources. None of this would be possible 
without our community partners and the 
countless volunteers who dedicate endless 
hours to bring this vision to life. A special 
thanks goes to Jamie, whose creativity and 
leadership continue to fuel this project’s 
success.
	  We’ve gotten this far by working 
cohesively as a community and that type of 
magic is truly special. 

Q: Were there any  
challenges in bringing  
your vision to life this year?

Jamie: Well, of course! Every year we 
create a new set of problems for ourselves. 
	 This year we wanted to focus on building 
out the Candy Cane Adventure – which 

we did by adding about three times more 
interactive items to visit around the square 
(glowing “Glowstones,” Baby Canes, 
etc.) – and by amping up launch night with 
a live broadcast, waaaaay more volume, 
infographics, etc. 
	 Of course, none of it worked as planned 
though: one of our broadcast volunteers fell 
ill hours before we needed them and the 
entire speaker system, we use broke a few 
days before New Years!

Vanessa: Running an event like East 
Troy Lights involves countless moving parts 
that all have to work together seamlessly — 
and Mother Nature doesn’t always get the 
memo. 
	 This year, we faced rain, strong winds, 
or freezing temperatures on nearly every 
special event night, with the exception of 
our first and final evenings.
	 When the weather doesn’t cooperate, 
there’s always something that needs 
adjusting in real time — whether it’s fixing 
broken tunnels, troubleshooting Wi-Fi 
issues, or rescheduling entertainment.
	 We have a tiny budget and produce big 
results, which means we have to work extra 
hard and be creative when challenges arise. 

Q: Have you seen any 
unexpected ways people  
engage with the lights?

Jamie: Other than the kid who kept 
sabotaging things (I’m looking at you!) 
we’ve gotten a pretty good handle on what 
to expect. I will say though, I thought the 8 
p.m. New Year’s Eve Ball Drop turnout was 
fantastic.

Vanessa: I say this every year, but the 
way our community shows up for the debut 
of East Troy Lights with Santa on the 
Square never fails to bring me happy tears.
	 Each year, the crowd grows bigger, and 
the shared excitement and anticipation are 
truly magical.
	 This event wouldn’t be possible 

without the incredible support of so many 
community partners. Catching a glimpse 
of the East Troy Electric Railroad’s Santa 
Parade Train is a one-of-a-kind experience, 
and groups like the East Troy High School 
Band Drumline and the East Troy Volunteer 
Fire Department always add special touches 
that make the night even more memorable. 
Watching Santa light the Bob Barutha 
Memorial Christmas Tree and kick off our 
first show is one of those movie moments 
we all get to share together.

KOSKINEN  
EYE CLINIC, LLC

A MEMBER OF

WE BELIEVE LIFE IS ALL ABOUT YOUR VISION
JERRY KOSKINEN, OPTOMETRIST
SANDRA HUENINK, OPTOMETRIST

3278 W MAIN ST, PO BOX 165
EAST TROY, WI 53120

T: 262-642-9719
F: 262-642-2228

www.visionsource-koskineneye.com
466918

2974 Main Street, East Troy WI
legacyfuneralservices@gmail.com
www.legacyfuneralservices.com

642-5057

Pre-arrangement and cremation services 
also available

467182
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EAST TROY LIGHTS • CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

clockwise from top left: Charlotte (left) and Vivian Reitz join Santa and his helper, Freckles the 
Elf, to usher in East Troy’s most wonderful time of year during an East Troy Lights Live! Show. Freckles 

the Elf introduces East Troy Lights Live! Show attendees to an epic Candy Cane Adventure to help 
restore power to the lights along with Gargantua (towering at 6-feet tall). A record crowd gathers at 
East Troy Village Square Park to help Santa, Mrs. Claus and their entourage light the Bob Barutha 

Community Christmas Tree and debut year 5 of East Troy Lights. Students from East Troy High 
School, under the direction of John Vilanj and ETHS tech ed teacher Mike Hoff (not pictured), were 
instrumental in lights set up and construction at East Troy Village Square Park. The East Troy Area 
Chamber of Commerce is grateful for the many, many volunteers who gave their time and talents to 

make the magical return of East Troy Lights happen! 

VANESSA LENZ Good Neighbors

VANESSA LENZ Good Neighbors

VANESSA LENZ Good Neighbors

KO PHOTOGRAPHY Good Neighbors KO PHOTOGRAPHY Good Neighbors

Q: Can you talk about the 
economic & community impact 
this event has had on East Troy?

Vanessa: East Troy 
Lights shows how 
a community can 
creatively attract 
new visitors during 
the off/winter 
season. 
	 We launched 
this event during 
the height of the 
pandemic (in 
December of 2020) 
when we should 
have closed our 
doors.
	 Since then, East 
Troy Lights has 
attracted tens of 
thousands to the 
downtown square 
(during a previous 
non-peak season), 
providing a 
massive audience 
to enjoy and 
interact with the lights while giving new 
life to East Troy and its businesses for the 
holiday season.
	 Today, East Troy Lights draws more than 
15,000 local, day trip and overnight visitors 
and upwards of $700,000 in spending in our 
community.

Jamie: Based on the numbers the 
East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce 
has gathered, the light show has quite a 
significant impact both monetarily and from 
a community standpoint. 
	 Don’t quote me but I believe even 
the very first year we did the light show 
we essentially doubled the sales of the 
downtown businesses in December – and it’s 
only risen ever since. And that doesn’t even 
touch on the magic it brings to the area, and 
the amount of East Troy pride it helps build.

Q: Do you have plans to expand 
or introduce new elements in  
the future? (Spoilers welcome) 

Jamie: Probably…lol. 
	 We’ve started moving a lot more into 
manufacturing efficiencies – which, sounds 
boring – but actually proves critical to 
our ability to deploy the light show at 
increasingly larger scales. More than ever, 
our components and light show boxes “just 
click together.”
	 In a nutshell, this means more lights, 
more interactivity, and more focus on the 
storytelling and “magical” elements of the 
event.
	 As for something specific…we have lots 
of crazy ideas, but the vast majority never 
make it past the prototype stage. 
	 For example, last year we had an 
interactive talking pizza box just sitting 
in the office; but making a production 
ready product that gets used by thousands 
of people and doesn’t break requires a 
significant amount more effort, so only a 

Experience the Natural Beauty of

Abbey Springs

www.abbeysprings.org 

262.275.6118

Abbey Springs is a perfect venue 
for your golf outing, wedding

and special events
of all sizes.

Beautifully set on
the rolling slopes of

Geneva Lake’s south shore.

446827

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Tim Werwie, Agent
STATE FARM AGENT

2104 Church Street
East Troy, WI 53120
Bus: 262-642-2038

367162

See more Behind the Scenes footage at EastTroyLights.com!

Jamie Rohrer, Light Show 
Creator, Dither Studio

Vanessa Lenz, Executive 
Director, East Troy Area 
Chamber of Commerce

tiny fraction of the weird things we make get 
seen.
	
Vanessa: We are always looking to 
go bigger and better with both the light 
installations and the accompanying events. 
At this point, if we can fund it, we can do it!
	 Do you have something you want to see 
or are you looking to help? 
	 This is your opportunity to get involved. 
For more information visit easttroylights.
com or email vanessa@easttroy.org.

Show Some Love 
to East Troy Lights
	 If you like what you saw, please 
donate to help us continue to build East 
Troy Lights for next year’s show –$1, 
$5, $20, $100 – any amount will help us 
continue to build East Troy Lights and 
make next year’s show even better. 
	 Visit EastTroyLights.com to donate 
or mail donations to East Troy Area 
Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 312, 
East Troy, WI 53120. 
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East Troy Lights was made possible with 
generous support from our Presenting Partners:

Thank You
f� Making           the Magic! THANK YOU! Magic Makers:

Jamie Rohrer | Vanessa Lenz | John Vilanj | Brett Foster | 
Sarah Manke | Jon Lenz, Sauced Pizzeria | Charlotte 
Reitz | Vivian Reitz | Alex Alger | Askin Morgan | Twilight 
Tree Service | Rachel Tanis, Spotlight Real Estate | Andrew 
Cegielski | Tom & Sheryl Monahan | Adam Duda | Chip 
Seib, Tim Stockton & Mike Worzalla | Carly Brahm | 
Caleb Naber| Allan ICS | Olivia Osmann | Nate Fox | 
Dani, Nola &  Avi Foster |Tommy & Javier McCormack |
JoAnn McCormack, Spotlight Real Estate | John & Cynthia 
Lenz |East Troy High School | East Troy Middle School | 
Little Prairie Primary School | Prairie View Elementary 
School | Stacey Kuehn, ETHS|Mike Hoff, ETHS | David 
Murphy, ETMS |  Jennifer Ledin, Little Prairie Primary 
School | Mark Weerts, Prairie View Elementary School | 
East Troy High School Tech Ed Students | Amy 
Foszpanczyk, East Troy Schools | Kim Price | Rae Equitz  
| East Troy Elementary PTO  | Carrie Maass Luedtke | East 
Troy High School Drumline |ETHS Pom & Dance | East Troy 
Titan Cheer|East Troy High School Choir John Jacoby | 
Gerry GeRue | Melanie Denhart | Josie Henningfeld | Ron 
Henningfeld |Bailey Kaiser, Citizens Bank | Village of East 
Troy | Village of East Troy Department of Public Works | 
Doug Gauger | Derek Gauger | Chris Stencel | Jason 
Equitz | Jane & Steve Wegner | Evvy & Bennett Keating| 
Esperanza Faz MaryAnn, Noah, Josiah & Angelina Faz | 
Colleen Henningfeld  | Stacee Busateri | Lake Beulah 4-H | 
Megan Stoychoff | Heather Seager | Denise & Bill Price | 
Rachel Haraldsen | Dawn Froelich | Dan Moody | Daniel 
Ma | Lis Friemoth | Char Brehm | Carrie & Chad Wales|
ProVisor |John Biersack | Tent Events| East Troy Lions Club 
|Rick Strieter |Todd Kiersztian |East Troy Electric Railroad 
| Jim Feyerherm |East Troy Volunteer Fire Department | 
Village of East Troy Police Department | Village Police 
Chief Jeremy Swendrowski |ETFD Chief Joe DeGaro | Troy 
Center Fire Department | Infinity Dance |John Lightfield | 
Tom McCormack | TLC Landscaping  | Cadence Kehl | 
Megan Kehl | Megan Moceri | Wren Smith | Dean, 
Graham & Adalina Adsit | Rayla & Leni Henningfeld | Ann 
& Ted Zess | Michael Atkinson | Tess Family |Adam 
Smalley | Lauren Kmiec | Sara Vogt | Doris Kranitz | 
Randi Horne |Wilted Rose | Tonia Manka | The Social 
Affair |Morgan Muszynski |Kelly Cleveland |Sammy's 
Place | Vicki McKone | Sam Valentine | John & Laura Ikles 
Brian Lumby | Jean O'Brian | Hannah Schmid | Haley 
Taylor | Andy Newhouse | Luci & Jimmy Taylor |Stevie & 
Jim Taylor | Sara Wehmeier |Divine Hair Studio| Zinn's on  
the Square | Jessica Thompson | Hannah Bradley |Caitlyn 
Carlson | Ellie Gest | Grayson Pallo | Madison Gaffner | 
Kaley Pedretti | Rachel Jones | Delaney Griffith | Hailey 
Murphy | Hailey Serbiak-Severson | Isaac O'Leary | Bella 
Frahm | Samantha Rash | Kaylynn Thomas |Tayla Krieger 

lights

East Troy Village Square Park
Bandstand
Sponsored by Village of East Troy 

Bob Barutha Memorial  Christmas Tree 
Sponsored by The Kratochwill Family

East Troy Light Tunnels 
Sponsored by 
Legacy Funeral Services
Koskinen Eye Clinic
Hiller Ford
5 O'Clock Somewhere Travel & Cruise 

Glow Dome
Sponsored by The Tanis Family

East Troy Schools
Little Prairie Primary School
Prairie View Elementary School 
East Troy High School  
East Troy Middle School  

Presented & Created by
easttroy.org

THANK YOU! Sponsors:
Tunnel Sponsors:
Legacy Funeral Services | Koskinen Eye Clinic 
Hiller Ford | 5 O'Clock Somewhere Travel 

Bob Barutha Memorial Christmas Tree: 
The Kratochwill Family

Glow Dome:
The Tanis Family

Candy Cane Adventure Sponsor: 
East Troy Elementary PTO
James R. Taylor & Sons 

Sponsors:
2894 on Main | Al Smith's Saloon | Citizens 
Bank | Complete Piers & Lifts | Cotter Family |
First Citizens State Bank | The Hive Taproom | 
Hill Valley Dairy | Home on the Square | 
Hometown Sausage Kitchen | The Global Glass 
| ProVisor | TLC Landscaping | Serota Family | 
Twilight Tree Service | Zinn's on the Square |
Jennifer Smith | Claudia & Mike Felske | Kenny 
Grothmann |Spotlight Real Estate

THANK YOU! Light Show Locations:

2100 Church St.
2894 on Main
Al Smith’s Saloon
James R. Taylor & Sons
East Troy Brewery 
East Troy Area Historical  Society
East Troy House 
East Troy Lions Lodge
ECP
Edward Jones-Jim Jakscht 
The Global Glass
Home on the Square
InkLink Books
James R. Taylor & Sons
Magic Touch
ProVisor-Carrie Wales
Realty Executives Integrity 
Sammy’s Place 
Sauced Pizzeria
State Farm Insurance- Tim  Werwie 
Strumpet and Tart
The Social Affair
Squareside Boutique 
Urban Cloud Factory 
Zinn’s on the Square

East Troy Lights was made possible with 
generous support from our Presenting Partners:
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FIRST FRIDAYS • CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

Then

Now

Attendees at East Troy’s very first First Fridays event were encouraged to meet on the south side of 
East Troy Village Square Park to decorate a beautiful kite and join in on a grand launch of kites & 

bubbles to kick off the inaugural series.
JAMIE ROHRER Good Neighbors

Averaging 2,000 attendees, East Troy’s First Fridays transform the heart of downtown into an exciting 
fusion of all the community has to offer – a one-of-a-kind, free, outdoor event featuring live music, 

various food, market and artisan vendors and activities for all ages. The series returns on the First Friday 
of the month, from 5 to 8 p.m., May 2, June 6, Aug. 1 and Sept. 5 at East Troy Village Square Park.

SARAH MANKE Good Neighbors

	 First Fridays is the perfect place for a 
social gathering! 
	 Friends can meet up for a drink, families 
can enjoy free activities for the kids, you 
can shop small business and indulge in an 
amazing variety of food – there truly is 
something for everyone, which I believe is 
why it has grown so much over the years! 
 
Q: How have First Fridays 
evolved over the past decade, and 
what’s stayed true to its original 
vision?

Vanessa: Over the years, First Fridays has 
grown from a small community event to a 
signature celebration that draws visitors from 
near and far.
	 I remember texting everyone in my phone, 
begging them to attend our first ever First 
Friday Kite Flight event. (If you were there, 
let our beer tent bartenders know and your 
next drink is on us!)
	 While we’ve definitely grown (more 
food trucks, bigger bands and expanded 
programming), the heart of it has always been 
about bringing people together in a way that’s 
fun, welcoming, and uniquely local.

Josie: First Fridays has always centered 
around the idea of embracing the heart of 
East Troy. From its location, to the small 
businesses we have as vendors and the 
school groups we help promote, everything 
about First Fridays has always been about 
showcasing the best East Troy has to offer.  
	 It is an event that was created by our 

community, for our community. It’s just a 
bonus that now other people want to join in 
on the fun. :) 

Q: What special plans do you 
have in store for this milestone 
season? Are there any standout 
themes or surprises we should 
look forward to?

Vanessa: We’re going all out for the 10th 
season! Expect bigger entertainment, more 
interactive experiences, and some exciting 
surprises — including special anniversary-
themed events and collaborations. We’re 
also working on unique giveaways and 
commemorative merchandise to mark the 
occasion.

Q: The VIP experiences you’ve 
been adding sound amazing — 
what can guests expect from 
those this season?

Vanessa: Our VIP experiences take First 
Fridays to the next level! This season, we’re 
curating exclusive perks like VIP tents, 
gourmet food and drink offerings and behind-
the-scenes access. 
	 Our June First Friday event will tie in with 
the Village of East Troy’s 125th Anniversary 
and we will host a Black Tie After Party with 
a fun spin (think 90s prom meets formal 
gala). Our August First Friday event will 
feature a VIP Cabana Lounge. Attendees can 
upgrade their beach bash experience with 
exclusive seating, tropical treats, and cool 

drinks in our private, shaded oasis.
	 It’s all about making our guests feel like 
part of something extra special.

Q: How does First Fridays 
contribute to the East Troy 
community and local businesses?

Vanessa: First Fridays have become a 
powerful driver of East Troy’s economy and a 
meaningful way to build community spirit
	  Today, this popular event series draws 
an average of 2,000 attendees, many of 
whom travel from within a few hours’ radius. 
This steady influx of day-trippers provides 
valuable exposure for our participating 
partners and businesses.
	 By drawing crowds to East Troy Village 
Square Park and beyond, we’re creating 
opportunities for local shops, restaurants, and 
artists to thrive. 
	 In addition to our vibrant food trucks and 
marketplace vendors, we collaborate with 
numerous local businesses and organizations 
to ensure the event continues to showcase the 
best of East Troy.
	 Our finale event in September of 2024 
featured more than 20 community partners, 
including the East Troy Elementary PTO 
Dunk Tank, East Troy Fire Department, 
Troy Center Fire Department, Pack 17, East 
Troy Area Historical Society, East Troy 

Community School District’s Elementary 
School Reading Team, Youth Vendor 
Spotlight, St. Peter’s Home & School 
Association, American Legion, Loomis-
Martin Post 188, 2024 Scavenger Games and 
more. 
	 It’s a celebration that keeps our local 
culture vibrant and our businesses supported.

Q. Do you have any favorite 
memories or standout moments 
from past seasons?

Josie: I really loved the community talent 
show we had a handful of years ago, it was so 
neat to see all the different acts! 
	 I also really loved decorating for each 
theme last year, it was a neat way to dress up 
the square and make it feel like a party! I look 
forward to seeing what we come up with this 
year! 

Vanessa: There are so many amazing 
memories tied to First Fridays.
	 Our inaugural First Friday Committee 
became super close and we had so much fun 
working together to transform our town. 
	 One standout was hosting the Milwaukee 
Ballet in 2016 — the energy, music, and 
community engagement was unlike anything 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

466915

www.mukwonagoanimalhospital.com

SERVICES WE OFFER:
Preventative Medicine • Vaccinations • Surgery

Diagnostics • Dentistry • Laser Therapy

NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS
Call Today To Make An Appointment

(262) 363-4557

Schedule play days
in our spacious
indoor/outdoor

facility!
Packages available

CALL TODAY
to reserve your spot!

1065 N. Rochester St.
Mukwonago, WI 53149

HOURS: Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. • CLOSED Saturday & Sunday

A Great Place to          , and
   a Great Place to                  

LEARNLEARN
WORK!WORK!

Scan the QR code to view our District achievements,
educational opportunities, and careers!

467150
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them happen.

Q: How can the community and 
visitors help support and keep 
this tradition thriving for years to 
come?

Vanessa: The best way to support First 
Fridays is to show up, spread the word, and 
shop local. Every beverage purchased (from 
the East Troy First Fridays beer tent), every 
meal enjoyed, and every artisan supported 
helps us keep this tradition alive and growing.
	 You can also volunteer your time or donate 
by visiting easttroy.org. All proceeds help us 
make this event bigger & better.

Q: What would you say to 
someone who’s never been to a 
First Fridays event — why should 
they make this season their first?

Josie: First Fridays embodies everything 
that is great about a Wisconsin summer night! 
Live music, great food and amazing people 
make it the perfect way to kick off your 
weekend. 
	 It’s an amazing opportunity to learn more 
about members of our community and the 
small businesses and non-profit groups they 
run. We would love to have you join us!

FIRST FRIDAYS • CONTINUED FROM PAGE  7

467425www.spotlight.properties

JOANN McCORMACK
Broker / Owner • 262.441.0170

HALEY TAYLOR NEWHOUSE
Broker Associate • 262.475.7241

RACHEL TANIS
Realtor Associate • 262.203.4174

DORENE SALVATI
Realtor Associate • 305.525.7711

ANNE DUNLOP
Realtor Associate • 414.258.3866

JARED OLSGAARD
Realtor Associate • 701.238.9370

"Shining a light on your next move"

www.spotlight.properties

JoAnn McCormack
Broker / Owner
262.441.0170

Jessica Suarez
Realtor Associate
323.497.9308

Rachel Tanis
Realtor Associate
262.203.4174

Haley Taylor Newhouse
Broker Associate
262.475.7241

450621

Please call Alpine Valley Resort for more details 
or visit our website: alpinevalleyresort.com

ALPINE VALLEY RESORT
The Fastest Way To Fun ~ Established in 1964

Golf Memberships

Mountain Biking

Disc Golf

ALPINE VALLEY
R E S O R T

For the past decade, East Troy First Fridays has been volunteer-run, thanks to the dedication and 
passion of the East Troy First Fridays Committee. Current First Friday Committee Members include 

(from left): (front, from left): Josie Henningfeld of Hill Valley Dairy, Vivian Reitz, John Lightfield, 
Charlotte Reitz, (back) Tommy McCormack, Vanessa Lenz, East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director, Jon Lenz of Sauced Pizzeria, Sarah Manke and Bailey Kaiser of Citizens Bank.

SARAH MANKE Good Neighbors

Original First Friday Committee Members include (from left) Autumn Kniseley of ECP, Ayla 
Guild of The Hive Taproom, Vanessa Lenz, East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce Executive 

Director, JoAnn McCormack of Spotlight Real Estate, Sarah Manke, Bailey Kaiser, Rachel 
Zweck, Jessica Fuchs and (not pictured) Sarah Smith.

SARAH MANKE Good Neighbors

above: Milwaukee Ballet dancers engage the crowd during its showcase in 2016 at East Troy Village 
Square Park. below: Muddy Boots has been a regular Marketplace vendor, part of East Troy’s First 

Fridays event series, sponsored by the East Troy Area Chamber of Commerce. 
VANESSA LENZ Good Neighbors

First Fridays Square Fest, a local music festival 
where businesses become stages and venues for 
area bands, highlights artists like Sophia Webber, 

who performed at 2894 on Main. 
SARAH MANKE Good Neighbors

Downtown merchant Dan Moody, owner of Home 
on the Square, shows off some East Troy merch 
to support East Troy First Fridays—celebrating 

community spirit, local charm, and downtown fun.
SARAH MANKE Good Neighbors

Della Keating and Corin Rohrer enjoy a sweet 
treat during the First Fridays event series, 

which features a family friendly atmosphere, 
including live music, food and free fun. The 

series returns on the First Friday of the month, 
May-Sept. at East Troy Village Square Park. 

For details visit, easttroy.org.
REITZ MEDIA Good Neighbors

I had ever seen. Moments like that, where you 
see people (from babies to seniors) dancing, 
laughing, and connecting, remind me why 
these events are so important.
	 I also love seeing the kids who have 
grown alongside the event. My sons were 
just 5 and 1 ½ when we started this series, 
and now they’re 14 and 10. For them, First 
Fridays have become their monthly meetup 
with friends — they visit every vendor and 
activity, help out with ideas and setup, and 
have really made it their own.
	 I recognize lots of other children who have 
been coming First Fridays since they were 
babies and I just love it. 

Q: How can local businesses, 
artists, and performers get 
involved in First Fridays?

Vanessa: We love involving the 
community and are actively looking for 
partners for 2025!  
	 Businesses and local organizations are 
encouraged to get involved by setting up 
pop-up activities or sponsoring music and 
entertainment. 
	 Artists, marketplace vendors, and 
performers are also welcome to apply to be 
part of the marketplace and entertainment 
lineup, adding to the vibrant atmosphere of 

First Fridays.	
	 Our May 2 event theme is Murals 
& Makers and we are transforming our 
downtown square into an open-air gallery and 
makers’ market. 
	 We are looking for makers & artists 
who want to display and sell their custom 
creations. We are also looking for interactive 
exhibits and helpers to make large art 
installations.
	 We’re always looking for fresh ideas, new 
collaborations and volunteers, so anyone 
interested should reach out by visiting 
easttroy.org or emailing vanessa@easttroy.
org.

Q: As you look back on 10 
seasons, what are you most 
proud of accomplishing with First 
Fridays?

Vanessa: I’m incredibly proud of how 
First Fridays have fostered a sense of 
community and showcased East Troy’s 
unique character.
	 I’m in awe of the dedication, creativity, 
and tireless enthusiasm of our First Fridays 
Committee volunteers,
	 Seeing the growth of these events — both 
in attendance and in impact — makes me 
so grateful for everyone who’s helped make 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL • CONTINUED FROM PAGE  3

WHO ARE YOUR NEW MEMBERS? Q: What would you say  
to people who haven’t  
watched you all play yet?

A: Get to a game! This group of girls 
works incredibly hard on the defensive end 
of the floor creating turnovers and easy 
baskets.
	 We like to get out and run the floor and 
we have multiple different players that can 
score. 

Q: With the conference  
title secured, what’s next 
for the Trojans? 

A: We are looking forward to starting our 
playoff run tomorrow night at home with a 
game against North Fond du Lac. Take one 
game at a time. 
	  Keep playing together and with the 
energy we have all season, and anything is 
possible!

Residential • Commercial • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
Most Referred, 

 Most Preferred

Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks
Garages • Color Concrete

Brick & Stone Design
Pole Barns • Snow Plowing

mcphersonconcreteinc.com

262-363-9200
441847

BURTNESS

262-473-2522 • 262-473-3072
www.driveburtness.com

WHEN THE PRODUCTS ARE SIMILAR IT’S THE DEALER THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

For The Best Deals In Walworth County
Driveburtness.com

436038

1389 West Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

GMC

Chevrolet 
  BUICK

1421 West Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

COME SEE US AT OUR TWO LOCATIONS!

432505

Keith A. Witt, RPh
3284 Main Street,

East Troy, WI
Phone 262-642-3510

Fax 262-642-3512
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

EAST TROY PHAPMACYX

Player of the year: East Troy High School senior Amya Pluess had a standout 2024-25 season, 
celebrating her 1,000th career point (becoming just the fifth player in school history to reach the 
milestone) and First Team All-Rock Valley Conference and Conference Player of the Year honors.

JULIA KOSTOPOULOS Good Neighbors

	 Feeling less than your best can be a thing 
of the past, thanks to the dedicated team of 
experts at ReVitaLife4u. 
	 They understand the discomfort and 
frustration that come with feeling off-balance, 
whether it’s due to low energy, weight 
concerns, or general malaise. 
	 ReVitaLife4u’s personalized IV 
Therapy, Vitamin Replacement, RF Micro-
Needling, Body Shape Contouring, Vitamin 
Replacement and Weight Loss services are 
designed to rejuvenate your body and restore 
your vitality.
	 For more information, email cadriano@
revitalife4u.com.

LEADER LEVEL CORPORATE PARTNER:
ReVitaLife4u

Honey Creek Collective Brown Barn (Beginning May 2025!)
N8030 Townline Road • East Troy, WI 53120

(262) 382-4409 • Revitalife4u.com

	 The mission of the 
Walworth County 
Historical Society is to 
collect, preserve and 
share the rich history of 
Walworth County, the 
State of Wisconsin and the 
United States.
	 The Walworth County 
Historical Society is an 
affiliate of the Wisconsin 
State Historical Society 
and has been in existence 
since 1904. The society is a 
501 (c) 3 non-profit organization.
	 Currently the WCHS operates the Webster 
House Museum, Reinke Resource Center, 
The Boyd Carriage Barn, Sharon Town Hall 

	 Starbucks’ story began 
in 1971. Back then the 
business was a roaster 
and retailer of whole bean 
and ground coffee, tea 
and spices with a single 
store in Seattle’s Pike 
Place Market. 
	 Today Starbucks is 
privileged to connect 
with millions of 
customers every day with 
exceptional products and 
more than 29,000 retail 
stores in 78 markets.
	 Starbucks East Troy, located on the corner 
of I-43 and North St., is currently hiring. 
	 “At Starbucks, it’s all about connection. 
People are at the heart of who we are, 

Starbucks, East Troy
1885 County Road ES • East Troy, WI 53120 • Starbucks.com

especially the people that are a part of our 
store team,” said Rebecca Geraci, store 
manager. For more information visit apply.
starbucks.com.

Walworth County Historical Society
9 South Broad St., Elkhorn WI 53120

(262) 723-7848 • walcohistory.org

and Blooming Prairie School House on the 
County Fairgrounds.	
	 For more information, email 
walcohistory@tds.net.
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BURNING QUESTIONS • CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE CLANCY • CONTINUED FROM PAGE  2

Celebrate Easter in East Troy with Skydive 
Milwaukee’s one-of-a-kind Annual Easter Bunny 
Jump on Sunday, April 20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at W1341 County Road L (adjacent to East Troy 

Airport). See the Bunny jump at 1 p.m.
PHOTO SUBMITTED Good Neighbors

Christina Clancy and InkLink Books owner Kayleen Rohrer greet Read & Feed attendees. For details 
on upcoming events visit InkLink Books, 2890 Main St. on the East Troy Village Square. 
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28 – LOCAL CHARM SIMPLE  
THINGS POP UP DINNER
	 Local Charm Pop-Up will host a Simple Things 
dinner on Friday, March 28 at The Social Affair, 
2919 Main St., East Troy.
	 Local Charm makes its food from scratch 
featuring locally sourced products.  
	 Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for cocktails and dinner 
is served at 7 p.m. Tickets are $80 per person. 
Purchase at localcharmpopup.com.

29 – MOM AND POP  
BUSINESS OWNERS DAY
 	 Join the Elegant Farmer, 1545 Main St., before 
Easter for a selection of delicious foods, including 
its CiderBaked Ham ($3 off half or whole).
	 For more information, visit elegantfarmer.com.

29 – VEGAS NIGHT
	 The East Troy Gridiron Club will host Vegas 
Night beginning at 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 29 at 
East Troy House, 2093 Division St.
	 The event will feature dinner, Vegas games, live 
music by Brady Lee, raffles, live auction, and 50/50 
raffle. Dress to impress in Vegas attire. 
	 Tickets are $60 each or four for $200 in advance 
and $75 at the door. 

	 Proceeds benefit East Troy youth and East Troy 
High School football programs.
	 Register at easttroygridiron.com.

29 – MAPLE SYRUP FAMILY FUN DAY 
	 Camp Edwards YMCA Camp and Retreat 
Center, N8901 Army Lake Road, will host its annual 
Maple Syrup Family Fun Day, featuring a pancake 
breakfast from 8 a.m. to noon and activities from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., on Saturday, March 29. 
	 The Family Fun Day is open to the community 
with free activities for the whole family, including 
maple syrup demonstrations, archery range, crafts, 
climbing wall, tube slides, and live music. 
	 Breakfast is $8 for adults and $5 for children 
(4-12). For more information, call (262) 642-7466 or 
visit campedwards.org.

APRIL 

5 – THE PICTURE LADY
	 The East Troy Area Historical Society’s Kubicki 
Museum and Heritage Center, 2106 Church St., will 
host its Picture Lady series, with Eileen Altenburg 
presenting a famous artist’s work and style at 1 
p.m. on the first Saturday of the month. Upcoming 
program dates are April 5 (Winslow Homer), May 3 
(M.C. Escher June 7 (Salvador Dali), and more.
      The museum, located on the village square, 
provides a showcase of local history including 

Q: You released your debut 
novel, “The Second Home” in the 
height of the pandemic, followed 
by “Shoulder Season” in 2021 
when many public gathering 
restrictions were still in place. 
Can you discuss what it’s been 
like getting to do a real book tour 
this time around?

A: Lots of authors are introverts, but not 
me! I spend enough time alone working on 
my books, and the reward is getting out and 
talking to librarians, booksellers and readers. 
I’ve had a real tour this time with events in 
Madison, Milwaukee, Chicago, Kalamazoo, 
St. Louis, San Diego, Los Angeles, New York 
and Massachusetts.  
	 A true highlight is the Read and Feed. 
It’s been my dream to see how Kayleen 

will decorate 2894 on Main and to eat a 
delicious dinner creatively prepared by a 
skilled chef with a menu inspired by the book. 
Bestselling author Chloe Benjamin will be 
my conversation partner. We met when I was 
her conversation partner at a Read and Feed 
and now we are dear friends--just another 
example of the power of a bookstore to create 
friendship and community.  
	 Book events are the best. I’m so grateful 
to InkLink for all the hard work they put into 
making these evenings special, and to the 
readers who participate.

Q: What’s up next for you?

A: I can’t wait to dig into the new book I 
just started. Most of my writing is done in 
the sunporch of our cottage. I hope to spend 
lots of time there this summer when I’m not 
paddleboarding. 

excitement continues on July 19, with Creed 
closing out the night after performances by 3 
Doors Down, Sevendust, Mammoth WVH, 
Hinder, Vertical Horizon, and Fuel.	
	 On July 26, Tyler Childers will bring his “On 
The Road” tour to Alpine Valley, promising an 
unforgettable night of country and folk music.
	 Country star Thomas Rhett is set to perform 
on Aug. 9, bringing his energetic show to the 
Alpine Valley stage. 
	 The Outlaw Music Festival tour celebrates 
its 10th anniversary in East Troy on Friday, 
Sept. 19, featuring an incredible lineup with 
iconic artists Bob Dylan, Willie Nelson, and 
Sheryl Crow, alongside rising Americana stars 
Waxahatchee and Madeline Edwards.
	 Alpine Valley Music Theatre is tuning up for 
the season and seeking enthusiastic candidates 
to join their team.
	 Details and tickets for Alpine shows can be 
purchased at livenation.com. 
	
Q: What restaurant is opening 
at the former location of Chinuk 
Sushi in East Troy?

A: The space at 2919 Main St., formerly 
home to Chinuk Sushi, will soon welcome a 
new dining experience, “Eggxcellent Café.” 
	 While details are still emerging, the new 
restaurant owner promises to bring fresh 
flavors and exciting offerings to the East Troy 
community, including reinvented breakfast 
and lunch classics like apple chicken salad, 
chilaquiles, fajitas, healthy scrambled roll up, 
quinoa skillet and more. 
	 “From fresh food to our homemade salsas, 
each item on the menu can achieve that can’t-
get-enough-of-it flavor,” the owner said.
	 Stay tuned for official announcements as 
plans unfold.

Q: How can I nominate someone 
for the East Troy High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame?

A: Nominating someone is easy. The 
deadline for nominations is April 1, and you 
have two ways to submit. 
	 Pick up and drop off paper copies of the 
nomination form at East Troy High School’s 
main office or fitness center, 3128 Graydon 
Ave. To submit online, visit the Hall of Fame 
page on the East Troy Community School 
District’s website: www.easttroy.k12.wi.us. 
	 The Hall of Fame honors outstanding 
athletes, teams, coaches, and community 
members who’ve shown excellence, honor, 
and dedication — it’s a wonderful way to 
celebrate those who’ve made a lasting impact 
on East Troy High School’s athletic legacy.
 
Q: Are there any significant 
development projects  
underway in East Troy?

A: Yes, East Troy is experiencing several 
development initiatives.
	 Notably, High Format, a building materials 
manufacturer based in Charlevoix, Michigan, 
is constructing a 30,000-square-foot facility 
in East Troy, marking its expansion into 
Wisconsin. The site, located at 2616 S. 
Executive Drive, will include office space 
and a 23,000-square-foot manufacturing area, 
according to plan commission documents.
	 Additionally, Hot Carts of WI, LLC 
has submitted a site plan for a nearly 
5,000-square-foot commercial building 
dedicated to golf cart sales and service on 
west Main Street. 

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Q. What is there to do this spring?
BUNNY TRAINS 

RETURN
	 The East Troy Electric Railroad 
will host its Bunny Trains on Saturday, 
April 12, Sunday, April 13, Friday, 
April 18, and Sunday, April 19. 
Departures from the East Troy Depot, 
2002 Church St., are at 9 and 10:30 
a.m., noon, 1:30 and 3 p.m. 
	 The event will feature a scavenger 
hunt out your windows and photos 
with the Easter Bunny at The Elegant 
Farmer. All child ticket holders will 
receive a gift.
	 Ticket prices are $26 for adults 
(ages 15+), $21 for children (ages 
3-14) and $12 for infant/toddler (ages 
0-2) on Friday and Sunday and $31 for 
adults, $26 for children and $12 for 
infant/toddler on Saturday. For more 
information, visit easttroyrr.org.

Open Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Saturday by appointment

FREE ESTIMATES

1006 Main Street, Mukwonago
(262) 363-8555
Preferred by Major Insurance Companies

Q UA L I T Y  •  I N T E G R I T Y  •  S E RV I C E

COMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIR

450614

446044

Bay View Veterinary Clinic
Dr. Marnie Gamm • Dr. Kari Vogel 

Dr. Allyson Doerflinger • Dr. Rachel Ziesmann
Our attention to personal service and “exceptional quality care” is our passion……

Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.  
Saturday 8 a.m.-noon

(262) 363-9993
890 Main Street, Mukwonago 53149

www.Bayviewvet.com

Your Local Connection 
for all your HOME 
BUYING AND 
SELLING Needs!
Sarah Alexander, Realtor
(262)745-7093
sarahalexandersells.com
2887 Main St., East Troy, WI
Your local connection

367127

changing exhibits, artifacts, books, maps, 
documents, photographs and other materials.
      Museum hours are Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. or by appointment. For more information, call 
(262) 642-2642 or visit easttroyhistory.org.
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easttroy.org

WISCONSIN
2025

EAST TROY FIRST FRIDAYS
5 - 8 p.m. every first Friday May - September 

(May 2, June 6, Aug. 1 and Sept. 5)  

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
Memorial Day Corn & Brat Roast: May 23-26
Community-wide Rummage Sale: May 23-26 

East Troy Brewfest: May 25
Memorial Day Observance: May 26

SPOOKTACULAR SCAVENGER GAMES
Saturday, Oct. 18, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
East Troy Music Festival Presented By East Troy Lions July 3, 4, 5, and 6

HARVEST WINE WALK
Saturday, October 11

EAST TROY’S PUMPKIN POP UP
Oct. 24-31

EAST TROY LIGHTS
Santa on the Square & Santa Parade Train: Dec. 6

East Troy Winter Wine Walk: Dec. 12
East Troy Lights Live!: Dec. 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27

The Candy Cane Adventure: Dec. 8-31
East Troy Community Night & Santa Tours: Dec. 20

East Troy NYE Ball Drop, presented by Allan ICS: Dec. 31

YOUR HAPPY PLACE

East Troy
CALENDAR • CONTINUED FROM PAGE  10

12 – SPRING FLING 
	 The East Troy Lions Club is hosting its 
Spring Fling from 6 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, 
April  12 at East Troy House, 2093 Division 
St., East Troy.
	 The event will feature a night of craft 
beer, seltzer and small bites, as well as live 
music by Poppin Bennies. Tickets are $50 per 
person and are available at easttroylions.org, 
The Global Glass and East Troy House.

12 – FAMILY RESOURCE  
CENTER EGG HUNT
	 The East Troy Family Community & 
Resource Center will host its 18th Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 12 at Little 
Prairie Primary School, 2109 Townline Road. 
Doors open at 10 a.m. and the hunt begins 
at 10:15 a.m. Any children birth through fifth 
grade are welcome to participate. 
	 The event, sponsored by the East Troy 
Lions Club, will feature a bag of candy and 
prize per participant and photos with the 
Easter Bunny. RSVP with the number of 
children attending on the resource center’s 
Facebook page or by calling (262) 642-4900 
or easttroyfamily@gmail.com. 
	 In the event of inclement weather, the 
event will be moved indoors to the Little 
Prairie Primary School gym.

19 – FFA CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
	 The East Troy FFA Alumni will host its 31st 
annual alumni consignment auction from 9 
a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 19, at East 
Troy High School, 3128 Graydon Ave. For 
more information, call (262) 642-7892 or visit 
easttroyffaalumni.com.

19 – EASTER BUNNY BRUNCH 
	 Celebrate Easter at Alpine Valley Resort, 
W2501 County Road D, with an Easter Bunny 
Brunch on Saturday, April 19, all day.
	 The event will feature family-friendly 
activities, including an Easter Egg Hunt. 
	 Register at alpinevalleyresort.com.

20 – BRUNCH WITH BUNNY 
	 The Venue, 2645 Main St., East Troy, will 
host an Easter Bunny Brunch on Sunday, 
April 20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
	 The event will feature pictures with the 
Easter Bunny and an egg hunt. 
	 The menu will feature starters, a large 
variety of main courses, and dessert. Walk-ins 
welcomed.
	 Call for reservations at (262) 378-8888 or 
email thevenueeasttroy@gmail.com. 

20 – BUNNY JUMP 
	 Celebrate with Skydive Milwaukee’s 
one-of-a-kind Annual Easter Bunny Jump 

on Sunday, April 20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at W1341 County Road L (adjacent to East 
Troy Airport.) The event includes an Easter 
egg hunt complete with a separate toddler 
hunt, refreshments, free pictures with the 
Easter Bunny starting at noon and the Easter 
bunny making a thrilling helicopter jump 
at 1 p.m. (weather permitting). For more 
information, call (800) ET-CHUTE or visit 
skydivemilwaukee.com

MAY

2 – EAST TROY’S FIRST  
FRIDAYS KICK-OFF
	 Get ready for a night bursting with 
creativity and community spirit at East Troy’s 
First Friday Kick- Off: Murals & Makers on 
Friday, May 2 from 5 to 8 p.m. at East Troy 
Village Square Park, 2881 Main St.,  Watch 
the square transform into an open-air art 
studio and makers’ market
	 Mark your calendars for an assortment 
of special events to take place at East Troy 
Village Square Park on the first Friday of the 
month, May-September.
	 Each First Friday will feature a showcase 
event at East Troy Village Square Park with 
surrounding local businesses collaborating 
to bring an afternoon and evening of fun. For 
more information, visit easttroy.org.

LIVE AT THE HIVE
	 This spring, sit back and enjoy 
live music events from a variety of 
talented musicians on Saturday 
nights from 7 to 10 p.m. at The Hive 
Taproom, W2463 Country Road ES., 
East Troy.

Music Line-Up
March 29 – Discount Vinyl Chicago
April 5 – Red Moon
April 12 – Spare Animals
April 19  – Smith & Binder Jazz
April 26 – Grey & Greyer
May 3 – Honey Fingers
May 10 – Pete Henry
May 17 –  Lost in a Name
May 24 – Indigo Canyon -Duo
	 The Hive features its own 
surprisingly dry session meads, 
made from 100 percent raw honey. 
It currently has 13 distinct session 
meads on tap, along with a honey 
kombucha, a zero proof cocktail and 
a tea-based soda elixir. For more 
information, visit thehivetaproom.com.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

Terry Addie

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS 
SINCE 1978

addiewatersystems.com
Terry@addiewatersystems.com

608-755-1031
OR

800-982-1652

469560

PURE WATER FOR ALL 
THOSE IMPORTANT 

PEOPLE IN YOUR LIFE

$50 OFF

Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only
when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 5.31/25

WITH INSTALLATION OF REVERSE 
OSMOSIS DRINKING WATER SYSTEM

sl

$25 OFF

Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only
when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 5/31/25

WITH INSTALLATION OF
ANY NEW WATER HEATER

sl

$25 OFF

Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only
when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 5/31/25

WITH INSTALLATION OF ANY NEW
WATER SOFTENER OR IRON FILTER

sl

1604 Plainfield Ave. 
Janesville, WI

467297

• PLUMBING   • HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• WATER SYSTEMS
• WATER HEATERS

• WATER SOFTENERS
• COMPLETE BATHROOM REMODELING • 

117 MacArthur Drive,
Mukwonago, WI
262-363-7146

www.martensplumbing.com

Visit Our Newly Remodeled Showroom

65+ years in your neighborhood!

MP # 134384
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James R. Taylor
Roofing, Remodeling, Siding, Windows, 
Kitchens, Baths, Additions & Flat roofs

C o m m e r c i a l   R e s i d e n t i a l

Free Estimates & Fully Insured

262-642-7970
www.jrtaylorandsons.com

COMMERCIAL •  RESIDENTIAL
Roofing, Remodeling, Siding, Windows
Kitchens, Baths, Additions & Flat Roofs

466916

Free Estimates
& Fully Insured

262-642-7970
www.jrtaylorandsons.com

and Sons, Inc.
3 Generations of Quality Work

Community  
banking  
means 
you + us 

It means personalized 
service, a local focus, 
and supporting everyone 
from nonprofits to small 
businesses. 

It means reinvesting  
where we live. 

It means you and us  
working together.

262-363-6500
CitizensBankWI.bank

Bank where you belong.

467170


