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WHITEWATER HIGH SCHOOL m GRADUATING CLASS OF 2085

Mi"Shaun Harris Jackson Hefty Emily Henderson Skyler Hibbs Eduard Jiron Betanco AviKalra Richi Kalra Haley Keltesch

On the cover: Students at Whitewater High School turn the tassels on their caps at 2024 commencement exercises.
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Quinlan McCarthy

Zoe Olson Laila Ortega

Kineret Patino Ruiz Carson Petitt Todd Piper Lucien Pomazak

Magaly Rodriguez Omelas Odette Romero Bustos Alani Ross Alexander Rubio Marcos Sagrero Diego Saldana Emily Schmidt
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(aproperties
CHRISTIE'’S

INTERMATHOMAL REAL ESTATE

Jerry Kroupa, REALTOR®

102 N. Wisconsin Street
Elkhorn
262-949-3618

JerryKroupa@atproperties.com
& View my properties at www.lakehomeswi.net
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The Whitewater High
School Class of 2025
commencement will be
Friday, May 23, 7 p.m.

Whitewater High School
Foothall Stadium

Valedictorians: Isabel Aranda, Payton Bunger, Nola Coburn, Lucien
Pomazak, Hugo Portales, Emily Schmidt, Ella Spear, Samantha Van Daele
Salutatorian: Lucille Troxel

CONGRATS TO THE CLASS OF 2025! | [ *
BANCO INSURANCE AGENCY C [ : Cl ](‘
Comblete , ongratulations, Clags of 2025!
Insurance Services
* Automobile ®* Home ¢ Farm ¢ Health ¢ Business 532 W. Main St
. Mdadin Jl.
207 W. Main Street, Whitewater o (262) 473-7334  Kasey Reed Whitewater, WI §3190
KReed@firstcitizensww.com “Allow our team to find you the perfect home.”
Located in First Citizens State Bank, Whitewater $| I I ' 262-473'41 75
www.bancoinsurance.com ' m www.tinc he"eq“y’com
Serving Our Community Since 1984 A e "
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and Real Estate Apprentice

MACI PARRISH
UW Whitewater
BS Biology,
Pre-Med Emphasis

FIRST CITIZENS

= STATE BANK =

SINCE 1863
www.firstcitizensww.com

congratulations, Class of 2025~

JENNA CALDWELL GAVIN DENNHOF CHRISTIAN FERA GARRETT LARSON KELSEIGH MOYER
UW Madison Waterford High School Blackhawk Technical College UW Whitewater UW Whitewater
BBA, Double Major Finance UW La Crosse Mechatronics Tech BBA - Finance BBA Marketing, Digital

Whitewater, Wl 53190-0177

EAST TROY OFFICE

East Troy, WI 53120
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Marketing Emphasis

GAVIN WENDT
4 East Troy High School
=1 Skilled Trade/Electrician

JACOB SUTTON
Badger High School
UW Whitewater

WEST OFFICE

1058 W. Main St.
Whitewater, Wl 53190-0177

(262) 473-3666

MAIN OFFICE
207 W. Main St.

(262) 473-2112

PALMYRA OFFICE
111 E. Main St.
Palmyra, WI 53156
(262) 495-2101

2546 E. Main St.

(262) 642-2530
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title as team takes ninth

By Jennifer Eisenbart
COMMUNITY EDITOR

It was a day that was a cross country
runner’s dream.

In the case of Whitewater High School
senior Jack Hefty, quite literally.

Before the state meet, Hefty — who had
never even medaled at the WIAA Division 2
State Cross Country Championships but was
a favorite in November — woke up from a
dream.

“I had a dream Tuesday that I won,” said
Hefty after the meet, after pulling away in
the final 300 meters to win the Division 2
crown.

“I woke up euphoric,” he said, adding
that he then realized some of his competition
hadn’t been in the dream race. “And then the
euphoria drained away.”

Hefty became the third Whitewater

nner to win a WIAA cross country title,
the others being Ben Maas in 1995 and Rick
Bergholtz 20 years prior to that.

As a team, the Whitewater boys placed
ninth in the 16-team field — a five-place
improvement from the year prior as the
entire team improved their times — at The
Ridges course in Wisconsin Rapids.

“They were driven and would not waiver
from the vision of being the best version of
themselves by wearing a Whitewater cross
country uniform this fall,” Whitewater coach
Chad Carstens said.

Leading the way was Hefty, who won all
but one race this year. Coming into the state
meet on a three-meet winning streak, Hefty

ended up plotting out a near-perfect race
plan that worked to his strength — pouring it
on at the finish.

Sixth at the one-mile mark and third
at two miles, Hefty said he knew which
runners he had to keep an eye on.

Facing the final uphill stretch of the
Ridges course, Hefty put on speed over the
final 300 meters to pull away from a fairly
closely packed group — and literally didn’t
look back.

“I hate looking back,” Hefty said, adding

* CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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The Whitewater High
School boys cross country
team finished ninth as
a team in November
at the WIAA Division 2
state meet. above: The
Whitewater team and
coaches at state were,
from left: Coach Quinn
McKenzie, Hefty, Luc
Pomazak, Andrew O’Toole,
Xavier Zie, Isaac Straight,
Onyx Thompson, and
coaches Chad Carstens
and Matt Green. In front is
Miles Nickelsburg. at left:
Whitewater senior Jack
Hefty offers a shrug while
on top of the podium at
the WIAA Division 2 state
cross country meet last
weekend. below: senior
Jack Hefty puts on the gas
while racing to the finish to
win the individual title.

PHOTOS COURTESY
JEFF HEFTY
Graduation 2025
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W8285 Sunrise Lane
Whitewater, W1 53190
(262) 473-8788 - (800) 475-TIRE

www.petestire.net

2 Madison Avenue
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
(920) 563-6344
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Traysen Thomason
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Stephanie Wence

Xavier Zei

Azar Zachow Andrew Zimmermann
NOT PICTURED Jayvon GarciaStephen Hugo Portales —
Yamna Arellanes Romero Grabinski Isaac Straight @ @d/
Jolie Castillo Eean Hefner Alexander Vazquez
Anthony Gonzalez Justice Mull Martinez 2 2
Morano Leo Ortiz Chase Wilcox

HEFTY . CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

that his dream from earlier in the week left
him “terrified” coming up the final stretch.

“T just ran for it,” he added.

Hefty finished in his fastest time ever
at state, 15 minutes, 46.5 seconds — the
final margin more than five seconds to
second-place Owen Lencki of Waupaca,
who passed Monroe’s Tre Dammen in the
final meters to cross in 15:51.6 and 15:52.9,
respective.

Hefty’s time was good enough to finish
in the top 10 of all runners at state to earn
first-team All-State honors. He also finished
with the sixth-fastest Division 2 time on the
course ever, and the ninth-fastest in WIAA
Division 2 history.

For the senior-dominated Whitewater
squad, it was a fitting way to wrap up the
season. All seven runners at state were
seniors, though not all of them raced a year
ago when Whitewater finished 14th.

The experience proved invaluable, as
every runner shaved time off their previous
course time — one by nearly two minutes.

Miles Nickelsburg, Whitewater’s No. 2
runner a year ago at state, did the same this
year, shaving close to 30 seconds off his
time to take 30th in the team standings (53rd
overall, the difference being individuals in
the state field) in 17:47.5.

Nickelsburg said the previous year
allowed him to figure out how the course
moved from start to finish.

“Where to push a little harder, where to
ease a little bit off,” he said.

Xavier Zei, meanwhile, dropped almost a
minute from the year previous, taking 46th
in the team standings and 78th overall in
17:35.8.

Luc Pomazak, meanwhile, was just a
spectator last year after running on the JV
team. He ran as Whitewater’s fourth runner
most of the season, and ended up 63rd/101st
in 18:01.9.

“I had the most fun that I’ve ever had
racing,” Pomazak said. “It was a great
experience.”

The biggest drop for the Whippets
came from its final scoring runner, Andrew
O’Toole. The seventh runner a year ago,
O’Toole dropped almost two minutes off
his finishing time, moving to 89th/128th in
18:31.1.

“Last year, I was sort of struggling with
some pain,” O’Toole said. “(This year), I
definitely took note of all the hills, which
definitely paid off for me.”

Rounding out the team for the Whippets
was Onyx Thompson (95th/134th, 18:55.7)
and Isaac Straight (111th/150th) 20:18.3.

Straight said he felt he did all right,
and that the team did pretty well, thoughts
Thompson echoed.

“I’m excited about all of our futures in
running,” Thompson said.

Zei said the team committed to
performing well this year and putting in the
hard work.

“I think we all just cared about cross
country,” he said. “We all love the sport.”
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Not
just all
athletics

The Whitewater High School arts
department has been responsible
for several seniors putting out
senior recitals (Alex Clarksen and
Alex Sullivan, below from left),
as well as having a heavy senior
presence in the fall musical, “White
Christmas.”

TOM GANSER Graduation 2025
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Cherratr BUICK GIMG

1 1389 West Main St.,
\\ Whitewater, WI 53190
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Us At
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M 1421 West Main St.,

Whitewater, WI 53190
WHEN THE PRODUCTS ARE SIMILAR IT'S THE DEALER THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

262-473-2522 ¢ 262-473-3072
www.driveburtness.com
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P.O. Box 237 | N9035 Hwy. 89, Whitewater

262.473.3305 | www.willowbrookgolfwhitewater.com

PUBLIC GOLF COURSE
Nine Challenging Holes ® Tee Times Readily Available
Leagues for Men and Women ¢ Junior Golf Program

CLUBHOUSE BAR AND GRILL

Banquet Room Available For Weddings, Reunions and Special Events

FRIDAY FISH FRY

Adult and Junior Golf Memberships Available
e-mail: willowbrookww@gmail.com

Hidden Gem In Your Back Yard

To the Class of 2025 of area
High Schools, Colleges and Grade Schools

WWM,

Fazrbaven

Senior Services
Whitewater
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